Independent Studies reveal new perspectives

If you're anything like me, you know exactly where your perennial plants came from. My coneflowers
came from my neighbor Harry, the lilies are from Norma, and my black-eyed Susans are from Mimi.
The phlox came from John and Apple, and Betty sent over a huge striped hosts. Jimmy's ferns are
spreading nicely, my sister Kathy’s Illinois hostas are happy to be in Ohio, and Jennifer's sweet peas
have survived the lawn mower.
Gardening is about community. It’s about sharing your roses and
zucchini, and seeking advice from your neighbors about how to vanquish
the dreaded hosta slug. Plants sustain us and help us build connections
with each other.
I heard an interesting analysis and prediction the other day. Bill
McKibben, a renowned environmental author, was addressing a roomful of
college magazine editors at their annual conference, McKibben, who has
made it his life’s work to understand and promote the value of small com
munities, had this to say about the college environment:
“Why is it, do you think, that we remember our college days so well?
It’s probably not because of the golden words of our professors, but
because we were forced into living and working in small communities,"
said McKibben.
And here’s McKibben’s prediction: “Student involvement in the issue
of global warming will be the biggest college movement since civil rights in
the ’60s.”
It makes sense that our college communities are such fertile ground
for environmental action. Our young people need to take control of their
future. They have the curiosity and passion to do it, and the small commu
nities of their college lives give them the perfect place to begin their work.
There are stirrings at Wooster, Discussions are warming up.
Intellectual inquiry spurs behavioral change. We're moving forward.
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We welcome your thoughts on the magazine’s contents. Write to Karol
Crosbie, editor, Wooster, Ebert Art Center, The College of Wooster,
1189 Beall Ave., Wooster, Ohio, 44691, or kcrosbie@wooster.edu. We

Wooste
President R. Stanton Hales
"A boundless enthusiasm for students"

may edit letters for clarity and length. Please include a phone number.

L E T T E RS FROM OUR READERS

Mailbox

I have to share with fellow graduates (and
friends) the professionalism and enthusiasm
of Wooster’s Admissions Office and Theatre
Department that my family experienced as
my younger son applied to and was accepted

Similarly, after my older boy's coast-tocoast college search back in 2 0 0 3 ,1recall
realizing when I was back on campus that
Wooster was the prettiest one of all that we

life so much richer and filled with the adven
ture of learning.
MARY J A N E YODER P E T E R S O N ’ 52
RI VER FOREST, ILL.

had seen!

at Wooster this year. They went out of their

DEAN MCQUOWN ’ 73

Corrections to Spring issue

way to make us feel special and wanted.
Steve was accepted at 10 fine colleges and

FL OS S MOOR , ILL.

■Joe Calabria was incorrectly identified as

while he ended up choosing a bigger, more
urban school (Northwestern), the involvement
of Wooster’s admissions and theatre depart

Joe Coccia on pg. 47.

I would like to commend you for publishing

ment staff stood head and shoulders above

the best alumni magazine in the country.
Thank you, thank you. Wooster for me was
the most enlightening education. It has served

the rest of the schools, and rekindled my

me so very well in my profession and all other

pride in being a Wooster grad.

aspects of my Iif 0 . It has made the journey of

■ George “Scotty” McCaulley '67 is not dead,
as reported in Class Notes, but very much
alive-and happy to be back in touch with
College pals.

REFLECTIONS, REMINISCENCES ON THE EVE OF A SON’S MARRIAGE
Strength of a father’s influence on the choice of a son’s profession
By C a rl R o b s o n ’62

Jill Suzanne Christensen and Shane
Cameron Robson '92 exchanged vows
on Sept. 23, 2006, Fall River Guard

What gives here? I’m a doctor, Shane! So is your
Uncle Phil (Rohrbaugh ’59), and so was your

as forest-fire fighters (calling ourselves “The

grandfather.
My only son, Shane, where did I go wrong?

Zeros” for some reason). I had previous fire
fighting experience in Idaho and Montana, so I
talked it up, confident of the fire-fighting adven- |

The closest you came to medicine was sending
me a Far Side birthday card showing a goat
doing an atypical Heimlich maneuver on a dog

tures and big earnings that lay ahead.
The Summer of the Zeros turned out to be a
wet summer. While we waited—hoping for fires— ^

fortunate to find you.
As you are aware, Shane, and as everyone

that had choked on a cat.
But wait a minute, maybe there is a way I can

we lived cheap, did odd jobs, and had fun. We
sang for beer in a local bar, stacked hay on enor

knows, the son of a carpenter becomes a car
penter, the lawyer's son becomes a lawyer, like
your brother-in-law Josh Denbeaux ’9 0 -a n d the

salvage my ego. During the summer of '62, just

mous ranches for 5 cents a bale, and loaded
DDT on government-contracted spray planes.

Station, Ore.

Dear Shane,
Shane, you're a lucky guy to find Jill. She’s

son of a doctor becomes-a forest-fire fighter?

after I graduated from Wooster, 16 of us from
Wooster migrated to Missoula, Mont., where we
registered as a crew and were officially trained

Used jeans were 25 cents, baked potatoes were
for dinner, and Gravy Train dog food started

■ In the story about the Moot Court on pg. 3, the team that
advanced to the championship level was that of Michael
McMaster and James Owens.
Moot Court champions
James Owens (left)
and Michael McMaster
with former Attorney
General John Ashcroft.

Future alum ?
Benoit Philip Poitevin, the son of Helen Flewelling Poitevin '98 and Jerome
Poitevin, digests news from Wooster.

looking good. Altercations with local toughs

dropped by parachute. One day, our crew was

who didn't appreciate our presence prompted
us to use intimidating nicknames. I was, of

'coptered to a remote area where the fire had
slopped over. The fire was memorable but
never fierce—by and large small, slow-moving,

course, “Fearless Leader” (said with great
deference and respect.) My memories
prompted me to contact several of the old
crew, and between us we put together all but
one of the names. Class of 1962: Stan “Balls”
Bishop, Denny “Minnesota Dean" Davis, Dirck
"Cruiser” Cruser (deceased), Rick Edwards,
Hal Lehman, Neal McClanahan, Mel Orwig,
and Carl Robson; 1963: Jim Bode, Tom
Reinsma, and John “Pup" Pethick; 1964:
Orlando “Pierre” Lucero, Paul “Smut"
McClanahan, and Dan “Horse” Niehaus.
Neal had a wrestling match with Hal
for calling his brother “Smut”, then had the
audacity to ask why he didn’t get one of those

and easily controlled.
Finally it was time to go home; it was the
end of the summer, with no hope for another
fire. I had med school coming up. Everyone
devised his own way back. Hal says that Tom
Reinsma purchased a 50 cc Honda scooter
to ride back East. Pup, Bode, and I rode
freight trains with several other hoboes as far
as Minneapolis. Pup swears I was walking on
top of boxcars while the train was moving,
but I was just climbing a big boomerang-looking
structure on a hopper car to jam a 2x4 into a
crack to block rainfall as we slept underneath.
The 2x4 jarred loose and fell hard on my
head during the night, waking me up with a

“kick-ass" nicknames.
A fire finally came-a little 1500 acre fire
on Alder Ridge along Idaho's Salmon River,

jolt. Like waking from a dream, soon we
were back home to the reality of the rest

'The River of No Return." To get there we

of our lives.
Each one of us has his own recollections

were taken by jet boat down the river and
then climbed straight up, dodging falling
rocks, into the steepest, rockiest country I'd
ever seen. We spent a week fighting fire on
top of the ridge with rattlesnakes for compan
ions and 5 dollar a gallon drinking water

of the experience-this was the real fruit of
the summer. As Neal said, “It was an excep
tional summer. I’m not finished with it and

decision, in this context, it was easier for me to
accept the fact that you overlooked medicine
but picked up on the brief (but exemplary)
forest-fire fighting career of your dad. I’m
proud of your choice to be an environmental
protector. And I’m very pleased you're marry
ing Jill. (Good luck, Jill.)
Yet, just as I decided that your apple did
not fall far from the paternal tree after all, a
disturbing thought crept into my mind. Might it
have been the “Boy Named Sue” syndrome
that dictated your choice? After all is said,
could it have been that your Western-flavored
name, “Shane," ushered you West, and that
my great legacy of forest-fire fighting had
nothing to do with it? Is it possible that your
destiny was decided by a mere birth certifi
cate? .... Time for a beer,

Love, Dad

The Summer of Zeros
“ Fighting fires" the summer after graduation:
Denny Davis '62 in thoughtful contemplation,
Davis and (probably) Paul McClanahan '64 in
less thoughtful contemplation; Denny and
Paul, jamming.

neither are you."
So Shane, after thinking about your
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Commencement 2007
At a sunny Oak Grove ceremony, Stan Hales granted degrees to
42 8 members of the College’s 137th graduating class, in his last
commencement as College president. Keynote speaker was Steven
Koblik, president of Huntington Library, Art Collections and Botanical
Gardens in San Marino, Calif., former president of Reed College, and a
long-time friend of Hales.

Zen garden at Luce Hall
spring, a small library at Luce
J _ 1--- L. HallThis
was transformed into a space for
meditation. The result of a gift from
College Trustees David Fleming '70
and Bill Longbrake '65, the garden is
one of three spaces in residence halls
set aside for quiet reflection.
Students of Ishwar Harris' Zen and
the Arts class helped design the gar
den, and the College's carpenters
P H O TO Emma Powell

built it using local materials.

Incoming students: A very good year
After receiving the largest number of applications for admission in
its history-more than 3,150-The College of Wooster is preparing to
welcome its largest first-year class in two decades. At least 5 6 0 new
first-year students are expected this fall, making it the largest entering
class since 1987. Sixty-two percent are from outside Ohio, 10 percent
are domestic minority students, and 7 percent are international students,
the highest percentage since 2001.

Scotty wins, paws down
Here's how 134 people responded

PHOTO Matt Dilyard

to the online poll,
“Which mascot ruled when you
were a student at Wooster?”
Scotty dog
Warrior Scot
Cow
Piping Scot
P H O T O 1938 Index

4 Wooster
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lain Crawford, vice president for academic affairs (left) and President
Stan Hales officiate at commencement. All guests were welcomed.

50.0%
23.1%
14.9%
11.9%

Grammy Award to Wooster music prof
“Never mind the Dixie Chicks. How about those Buckeye Classical?”
crowed the Cleveland Plain Dealer after three local musicians were
awarded coveted Grammy Awards earlier this year. Among
them was Jack Gallagher, the Olive Williams Kettering
Professor of Music, for his role as producer of a record
ing of Olivier Messiaen’s Oiseaux Exotiques and
Shostakovich’s Piano Concerto No. 1.
The compact disc, released on the Troppe
Note/Cambria label, was recorded at Cleveland State
University and features pianist Angelin Chang and the
Cleveland Chamber Symphony, conducted by John
McLaughlin Williams. Gallagher shares the award with the
soloist, the symphony, its conductor, and recording engineer

W ritten in 1955, Oiseaux Exotiques incorporates bird songs
and is as exotic as its name promises. It is not often recorded, and
Gallagher's responsibilities as producer included gaining an inti
mate knowledge of the music so that he could offer inter
pretive and technical suggestions during recording
sessions, and then help the musical and engineering
team select the best edits.
Conductor Williams said, “The acuity of (Jack’s) ear
and the musicality of his contribution were such an
Influence that it would not be an overstatement to say
the nomination earned by the recording wouldn't have
been possible without his insightful guidance.”
The recording is available from CD Baby at
h ttp ://cdbaby.com/cd/angelinchang2 or from TNC at
http://www.tncmusic.net/.

David Yost from Cleveland State University.

Brian Dykstra retires
Brian and Ruth Dykstra were pretty sure they wouldn’t stay long. It was
August 1969, and the Wooster gig was Brian’s first appointment following
his succession of degrees—a B.S. from The Juilliard School, a Fulbright
grant at the Mozarteum Academy in Salzburg, and graduate degrees from
The Eastman School of Music.
Thirty-eight years later, Dykstra is retiring from an institution and
community that turned out to be a perfect fit. “Most of the music
departments in the prestigious northeastern liberal arts colleges could
not match our own music department in the quality and quantity of cur
riculum offerings, faculty, performing ensembles, and students taking
applied lessons,” he says.
As chair of the department for 14 years, Dykstra was influential in cur
riculum development. He started the electronic studio in the mid-1980s
and initiated courses in basic repertory, American music, musical theatre,
and 20th century music theory.
Dykstra developed a special talent and flair for ragtime music, both
as a performer and composer. His award-winning rags caught the atten
tion of the media, and his many radio interviews included one by author
Studs Terkel. Among his more memorable performance tours, he says,
were last year’s trips to 16 cities to present programs (including many
rags) to alumni groups.
The Dykstras will remain in Wooster, and Brian will continue to teach

Brian Dykstra has become a nationally acclaimed composer and
performer of ragtime music.
PHOTO Matt Dilyard

and perform at the College as an adjunct professor, emeritus, of piano. His
next campus performance Is Nov. 10, when he will perform a Bach concer
to with the Wooster Symphony Orchestra.
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New faces; new functions

The College adds key leaders in four areas.

Registrar
Suzanne Bates comes
to Wooster from DePauw
University, where she was
associate registrar. As
Wooster's registrar, Bates
supervises course scheduling
and registration, grade
records, academic standing,
degree candidacy, and tran
scripts. Bates earned a B.S.
and M.S. in secondary educa
tion from Indiana University.
She succeeds Bob Blair, who
recently retired.

Interim, vice
president fo r finance
and business
John Sell, the College's
James R. Wilson Professor of
Business Economics, was
appointed interim vice presi
l to r

Reuben Domike, Mary Karen Vellines, John Sell, Suzanne Bates,

Matt raiyard

for Creativity and Innovation. Domike, who comes to Wooster from

strategic management. He earned a B.S. from Pennsylvania State
University and an M.A. and Ph.D. from the University of California at

LightPharma Inc., a start-up company at the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology (M.I.T.), earned a B.S. in chemical engineer

Los Angeles.

ing from the Georgia Institute of Technology, and an M.S. and Ph.D.
in chemical engineering practice from M.l.T. A t Wooster, he facili
tates entrepreneurship by coordinating programs for students, fac

Vice president fo r enrollment
Mary Karen Vellines joined the College as its first vice president
for enrollment. In this role, she is developing a comprehensive enroll
ment strategy and integrating the College’s admissions and financial
aid services. Vellines comes to Wooster from Hamilton College in
Clinton, NY, where she was senior associate dean of admissions.
She earned a B.S. in political science from Mary Washington College
in Fredericksburg, Va., and a Master of Arts in Teaching from
Winthrop University in Rock Hill, S.C.

6 Wooster

photo

dent for finance and business
for one year, replacing Bob
Walton, who left to become chief executive officer of the Claremont
University Consortium, in Claremont, Calif. Sell, who has been at
Wooster since 1981, specializes in financial markets, investments, and
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Director, Centerfo r Creativity and Innovation
Reuben Domike was named director of the College's new Center

ulty, staff, alumni, and local business people.
The center was made possible by a grant awarded jointly by the
Burton D. Morgan Foundation and the Ewing Marion Kauffman
P m in rla + in n

The Vasquez family reunions are
not for the claustrophobic. We encom
pass almost four generations of Cuban
women and loud voices and quick
tempers seem to be hereditary....
From “Mi Familia,” by MAGGIE SIVIT,
8th grade, Shaker Heights, Ohio

You might think it strange for a
sheep herder’s son to have a pet
dingo. O f course, the typical dingo
will stalk sheep at night, killing them
off one by one. But George was an
exceptional specimen o f the dingo.
I had found him as an orphaned pup,
the last living one in the litter....
From “Georgie," by BETHANY
SETTLER, 7th grade, Lakewood, Ohio
With Taylor Hall’s planet mural as a backdrop, middle school students created their stories.
PHOTO Matt Dityard

College hosts 21st annual Power of the Pen
Approximately 65 0 of Ohio’s most talented young writers, representing 82 Ohio counties,
competed on campus in the 21st annual Power of the Pen State Championship, the culmination
of a tournament that involves more than 7,500 students statewide.
The mission of the program, created in 1986 by Wooster alumna Lorraine Merrill '52, is to
help middle school students discover their individual, creative writing voices. The College has

It’s Friday night and I have nothing
to do. Absolutely nothing. Then one of
my friends perks up and says, “I know!
W ell go to the school dance!” Before
I continue, let me ask you a question.
Do you listen to oldies rock, classic
rock, heavy metal, or death metal?
From “Noise Pollution," by LUKE
BRETT, 8th grade, Garrettsville, Ohio

hosted the program since 2000.

An update:
Rocko and the pup
Saying goodbye to Rocko will be tough,

wide range of disabilities—from autism, to
cerebral palsy, to hearing loss.
But the students' departure blues are light
ened by the rollicking presence of Bebe the

say residents of Troyer House, who have

pup, who arrived last spring and, like her broth

fostered the service dog in training ever
since he was two months old. In September,

er, will spend the next year at Troyer House
with her 10 foster parents.

Rocko will leave his Wooster campus home
for the next step in his preparation: Intensive,

Rocko, says Nick Weida ’08, who coordinates

Bebe’s arrival has had a maturing affect on

professional training at the Susquehanna
Service dog program in Harrisburg, Pa.,

the College’s service dog project. “It seems like

where he will learn to care for people with a

puppy things he used to do.”

now he’s content to have Bebe do all the silly,
Bebe the pup is taking Rocko’s place as Troyer
House's service dog in residence.
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S aying goodbye
IN TYPICAL STAN HALES STYLE,

Lonesome in My Life.” Guests at the Board of
Trustees’ dinner serenaded their departing
friend to the tune of “My Guy,” with lyrics by
Marge Carlson '62 that included “mathemati

THE COLLEGE’S 10th PRESIDENT SAID

cal and indefatigable.”
Thank yous were offered. Stan and Diane

FAREWELL BY REACHING OUT.

thanked their friends for 17 wonderful years.

He took the celebrations to where the
alumni w e re -3 0 cities in four months. More
than 1,700 people showed up in cafes, sports
clubs, and living rooms. A get-together at a
London club enticed alumni from as far away
as Scotland. Six hundred Fighting Scots fans,

Alumni, faculty, staff, and students thanked
their chief for his wisdom, support, and lead
ership.
The Hales plan to remain in Wooster for a
few years, and then return to their home state
of California.

who had come to Salem, Va„ for the Final Four
basketball playoffs, took time to help Stan
celebrate his 65th birthday. An evening at the
Wooster Inn was a magnet for 4 0 0 towns
people. More than 100 people crammed
into a small, historic house in Washington,
D.C., and stayed until after 10:00 p.m.
Gifts were given—a watercolor painting of
a buckeye tree blossom by George Olson,
Professor of Art, Emeritus; a Steuben crystal
pyramid engraved with the College seal; a
custom designed brooch in white and yellow
gold for Diane Moore Hales. The College’s
Board of Trustees presented a $ 1 million
endowment, to create the R. Stanton Hales
President's Discretionary Fund, and The
Class of 2007 made gifts toward the inaugu
ral Stan Hales Prize, to be awarded each year
to an outstanding student.
Tunes were shared. At a staff and student
strawberry-shortcake event, Hales provided
banjo accompaniment to a student bluegrass

'resident Stan Hales and board chair James Wilson unveil the newest College president

group’s rendition of “I’ve Never Been so

ortrait, by Irene Hecht from New York.

The Wooster Book Review
IT B E C A M E A T R A D I T I O N . Stan Hales always
ended his address to members of the Alumni Board
during their biannual meetings with a few book
recommendations. So for a final gift, board members
decided that turnabout was fair play. First they gave
President Hales a book case, hand crafted from local
oak and maple. And then they filled it with books that
they recommended, for a man who is ready for “unre
quired" reading.

Selections from President Hales’
recommendations to the A lum ni Board

Selections from the A lum ni Board’s
recommendations to President Hales

Bowling Alone: The collapse and revival
of American community, by Robert D. Putnam

The Music o f Silence: A memoir, by Andrea Bocelli
Selected Poems o f Dylan Thomas, 1934-1952

How the Scots Invented the Modern World:
The true story of how Western Europe’s poorest nation
created our world and everything in it, by Arthur Herman

Lend Me Your Ears: Great speeches in history, by William Satire

Following Muhammad: Rethinking Islam
in the contemporary world, by Carl Ernst

Long Walk to Freedom: The autobiography o f Nelson Mandela

Shakespeare, Einstein, and the Bottom Line:
The marketing of higher education, by David Kirp et al.

Imagined Communities, by Benedict Anderson

Ethics for the New Millennium, by the Dalai Lama

The Wisdom of Crowds, by James Surowiecki

The Scientist as a Rebel, by Freeman Dyson
The World is Flat: A brief history of the twenty-first century,
by Thomas L. Friedman

Where Shall Wisdom be Found ? by Harold Bloom

The Big Test: The secret history of the American meritocracy,

The Tidewater Tales, by John Barth

by Nicholas Lemann

Stan and Marjorie Morris Carlson '62,
vice chair of the Board of Trustees;
Stan and Mary Neagoy '83, Alumni
Board president; Diane Hales and
Linda W ilson; Moses Jones-Lewis and
Stan; turning 65; Stan, Diane, and Stan
Gault '48; Diane and Joan Schilling;
Nancy Walton and Stan.
PHOTOS Matt Dilyard
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Alumni Weekend
More than 1,000 alumni returned to campus in early June to eat,
laugh, dance, and remember. Despite strong thunderstorms late Friday
afternoon that knocked out electrical power across campus for three
hours, spirits were high and rose higher when Saturday dawned sunny
and clear.
The Class of 1957 celebrated their 50th reunion by presenting a

They called themselves Lucious (pronounced loo-shus). Between
1974 and 1977 they played on campus, at other schools, and in clubs
around northeastern Ohio, including The Agora in Cleveland. After
some members graduated, the group split up in 1977, Playing in this
band was something they’d done in college-past history. Until 2007,
that is.
The Class of 1977's 30th reunion brought Lucious together for a
comeback gig during Alumni Weekend. Tim Balmat ’76, lead singer;

gift of $1,373,000, including more than $ 9 0 0 ,0 0 0 for the College s

Rick Koeth ’76, guitar; Jon Herak '77, drums; Gary Metelko 76, bass;

endowment, during the 123rd annual meeting of The College of

and Scott Metelko '79, lead guitar, played in a tent behind Lowry
Center. Their fans danced past midnight, proclaiming that after only
a few months of intense, weekly practice sessions, Lucious sounded

Wooster Alumni Association.
Following a long tradition, the Parade of Classes was led by
Distinguished Alumni Award recipients Joseph J. Catino '74, James A.
Fletcher '67, and Linda Marsch Saif '69. Lester P. Hauschild 57
received the John D. McKee Alumni Volunteer Award for his leadership
in chairing his class's anniversary fund committee, and Kimberle Krebs
Easton '92 and Katherine Erdman Lyons '92 shared the Outstanding
Young Alumni Award for their leadership of Scots in Service, an annual
day of community service by Wooster alumni.
As is often the case, unexpected connections occur when alumni
get together. Go to page 42 for a story about how the lives of two
alumni have unexpectedly touched each other.

The comeback gig
Go back to 1974. Take one business economics major, two physical
education majors, a communications major, and a political science
m ajor-Scot football players and members of Fifth S ection-put them
together, and what do you get? A rock band.

better than ever.
Gary Metelko and Balmat began jamming in 1974 in their dorm,
Stevenson Hall. Metelko’s younger brother, Scott, still in high school in

played guitar together in bands in high school.
Jon Herak recalls wandering into one of the jam sessions, sizing up
the drummer, and finding him lacking. Herak offered his services (he’d

The band’s popularity grew, and gigs accumulated at the Cage and
off campus. Lacking storage space, band members bought an old
Cleveland Press truck for their equipment and parked it on campus.
Lucious played straight rock ‘n’ roll dance music—Aerosmith, David

had four years of lessons, after all), and the band gave him an impromp
tu audition. He drummed on the only instruments available—a book and

Bowie, The Temptations—but avoided that upstart fad, disco. “It was a
working band,” Gary Metelko says. “We played three to four times a

a notebook, and won the spot.
Herak played on borrowed drums and then began buying a set, piece

week.” An occasional private party in a wealthy Cleveland suburb could
earn them top dollar—around $1,000—money that came in handy for
college expenses.

Cleveland, visited on weekends to add his guitar skills. The brothers had

by piece, gig by gig. The group soon adopted the name “Lucious,” Gary
Metelko’s nickname.
The band’s first show was at the Cage (now the Underground),
when the scheduled band cancelled at the last minute. The Lucious lads

Juggling the demands of football practice, work, late night shows

walked each piece of their limited sound equipment across campus and
only played half the show. “We didn't know enough songs for the whole

(and yes, attending classes) was challenging. But during football season,
they had a cardinal rule: No gigs after midnight.
Rumblings of a Lucious reunion began with a chance encounter
between Herak and Bob Dyer ’77, class president, who was planning

night,” Herak remembers.

his class’s 30th reunion, Herak began the drum beat and found that
some of the band members took special convincing.
Gary Metelko, for example, had been away from music
for 30 years. “He even had to go out and buy a guitar!"
Herak says.
Vocalist Tim Balmat came from Ft. Wayne, Ind., to
join his buddies (who all live in northeast Ohio), three
times for rehearsals that lasted as long as 10 hours.
Now that they've gotten back together, the mem
bers of Lucious are thinking of continuing the relation
ship, Herak says. Balmat agrees. “I told the guys I’d
commit to coming east eight times a year.” For him, one
comment stands out as the highest complim ent-that
of his 20-something daughter.
“You guys really rock!"

JWM

LUCIOUS IN THE ’ 70s

clockw ise fro m lo w e r rig h t:

Scott Metelko, Tim Balmat, Gary Metelko, Jon Herak,
Rick Koeth; Lucious now: l e f t to
S. Metelko, G. Metelko, Herak

r ig h t

Koeth, Balmat,

ALUMNI WEEKEND to p

le f t : Kathryn Demmon Cilimburg
and Marjorie Yoder Mitchell, ’57s. Marjorie is wearing
the jacket her father, Lester Yoder '22, wore as a College

waiter. Outstanding Young Alumni Katie Erdman Lyons
and Kim Krebs Easton, '92s, and their families march
in the parade of classes; McW oo greets Shirley
Seidel Allan ’58 and Philip Allan ’57.
PHOTOS Emma Powell

More photos: http://alumni.wooster.edu/reunion/galleries

Studying

SUSTAINABILITY
This year’s traditional coverage of
Independent Studies focuses on students
who researched environmental issues.

\fldependent Studies

“ People don’t know what sustainability means.” That was Steven Schott’s overwhelming
sense, at the conclusion of his Independent Study of sustainability policy.
The questions are huge. What are we sustaining?
For whom? For how long? At what cost? Measured by
whose criteria?
A simple definition—and one that Steven Schott used
in his stu d y-is that a sustainable practice sustains the
world’s demands today without compromising its needs
tomorrow. Criteria used to measure sustainability have
been compared to a three-legged stool. If one leg is miss
ing, or if it is out of balance, the whole structure topples.
First, practices must be environmentally sound. They
cannot deplete resources, including human and animal
life, water, soil, energy, or air faster than they can be
replenished. Biology students James Witter and Sheldon
Steiner studied a vanishing frog species that may have

fallen victim to practices that violate this principle. Steve
Schott, political science, found that when city planners
ignore this criteria, a whole city suffers.
Second, practices must be economically viable to
sustain human life. The farmer who can no longer
sustain his family by growing corn and soybeans on
a 50-acre farm must try something different, discov
ered Emily Irvine, sociology.
Third, practices must be socially responsive. Kalyn
Kappelman, philosophy, found that environmental poli
cies that ignore lower-income people are not viable.
If one of the legs of the three-legged system is weak—
if a practice is unhealthy, unprofitable, or unsatisfying—
the quality of life, and sometimes life itself, is at risk.
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Survey validation for a declining amphibian, Blanchard’s
cricket frog (Acris Crepitans Blanchardi), in western Ohio
BY JAMES WITTER, TOLEDO, OHIO

Is chytridiomycosis (Batrachochytrium Endrobatidis)
present in declining populations of Blanchard’s cricket frog?
BY SHELDON STEINER, DALTON, OHIO
Adviser for both studies, Richard Lehtinen, biology

11

The mysterious vanishing cricket frog
I t ’s twilight at Killbuck M arsh in northeastern Ohio. T he frogs’ symphony pulses and
throbs. You can hear the gravelly grunt o f the bullfrog; the loose-banjo-string song o f the
green frog; the fast, metallic trill o f the gray tree frog. T he musicians entirely male
sing their mating songs with single-minded purpose.
But one voice is missing. T he click, click-click, click-click-click-click of the tiny
Blanchard’s cricket frog, once a staple of the chorus, has disappeared. N ot only has he dis
appeared from central Ohio, he can no longer be found in formerly hospitable areas of
Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, and Wisconsin. Only small populations o f the frog live
in M innesota and Nebraska, and they have entirely disappeared from Colorado, Ontario,
South Dakota, W est Virginia, and Arizona.
O ther species o f frogs are disappearing, too. T here was a time when we understood
the reasons for their departure. H um ans developed a taste for the plump legs o f one of
the planet’s oldest species and ruthlessly harvested them. Records at the State Historical

photos previous spread Dreamstime.com; photo above Richard Lehtinen

Society o f Iowa reveal that a single frogger could deliver as
many as four million frogs every season. In the 1900s, trains
carried huge hauls o f the delicacy to big city hotels.
Additional reasons for depletion are piling up: Loss o f
wetlands, pesticides, new predator game fish, acid rain, and
agricultural and lawn care chemicals. Scientists estimate that
nearly one-third o f the more than 5,700 known amphibian
species are now threatened w ith extinction.
B ut understanding eludes scientists who study the little
cricket frog, including Rick L ehtinen, assistant professor o f
biology. Lehtinen and his students have studied the frog for
the past four years, and his past research has ruled out acid
rain as a reason for population declines. T his year, two inde
pendent studies tackled the question.

Sheldon Steiner: What about the chytrid fungus?
T he chytrid fungus was a good hypothesis, and one that had
never before been researched in the cricket frog population. The
fungus, which is found on at least four continents, is spreading
fast, and is the suspected culprit behind the depletion of many
frog species, says Lehtinen. Frogs, who breathe through their
skin, asphyxiate when the fungus breaks down skin proteins.
Sheldon Steiner studied D N A from the toe samples o f
201 Blanchard’s cricket frogs from five states. T he scientific
process, he discovered, was decidedly unglamorous. “I was
glad to be done w ith the laboratory work,” he says. “It was
tedious, repetitive, and not very fun.”
But his work paid off. H e found that the fungus was present
in the samples. T hat was the bad news. T he good news was that
apparently, it wasn’t causing declines. “Sheldon’s work was very
good, because no one knew if the fungus was present in this
species,” says Lehtinen. “Because Sheldon found it was present
in frogs living in areas where populations aren’t declining, it sug
gests that the fungus probably isn’t directly involved in declines.”

Jim Witter: Can you hear me now?
Frog research involves a very low-tech process, beloved by
children everywhere: Catching the frog. “You approach slowly

Environmental Task Force
This year, the College's 15-person Environmental
Task Force, made up of faculty, staff, students,
and trustees, was particularly visible. The group
implemented, studied, and suggested many green
initiatives. Here are some highlights:
►Converted the College’s catering truck to run
on cooking oil from the campus dining halls’ fryers, which generate
about 50 gallons of waste oil every week;

“ The first rule of I NTELLI GENT
TINKERING is to save all the pieces.
ALDO LEOPOLD

and grab,” says Lehtinen. “I don’t do anything different than
when I was six years old.” Researchers take a small clip from the
frog’s toe and release the frog, which goes on to live a normal life.
But it’s an imperfect art. I f you don’t hear a frog and you
don’t see a frog, does th at mean it’s not really there?
Researchers seek ways to reduce “false zero” conclusions that
are based on insufficient evidence. A nd th a t’s where the work
o f Jim W itter comes in. I f the researcher plays sound record
ings o f male frogs, m ight th at stimulate calling activity?
Spared from the tedium o f the microscope, W itter conduct
ed all of his research in the field, carrying his boom box loaded
with a cricket frog’s song to 324 ponds, lakes, and streams in
western Ohio. There were misadventures— the time an irate
farmer came after the Wooster frog team with a gun; the time
the group almost lost an expensive piece o f equipment to a rag
ing river; the time W itter stuck his professor’s car in the mud.
But the answer to the question was conclusive: Recordings do
not entice the little cricket frog to sing.
W itter also studied to see if naturally occurring variables
might be predictors o f cricket frog-calling activity. H e found
that humidity, moon phase, and the presence o f bullfrogs
were all significant predictors o f cricket frog-calling.
Following graduation, W itter completed two internships
in outdoor education at Pennsylvania State University and
Antioch College in Yellow Springs, Ohio. H e says he loves
the work o f the naturalist and hopes to pursue it. Steiner says
he’ll take some time off and then hopes to go to graduate
school in wildlife or conservation biology.

►Designed and sold plastic, reusable coffee mugs
►Facilitated the College's use of more locally grown food, including
fruit, eggs, dairy products, meats, and baked goods;
►Researched adding a composting tub at Kittredge Hall;
►Organized an energy competition between on-campus houses and
halls, based on energy used;
►Used a new logo le f t , designed by task force member Julia
Hendrickson ’08.
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Emily Irvine, who grew up in the suburbs in Bexley, O hio, fell in love w ith the culture
o f small-scale farming w hen she worked on an organic farm in M aine, the summer
before her senior year. She knew that she wanted to learn more.
Irvine’s demographic research revealed that while farmland is gradually disappearing
in the U nited States, the number of small farms is increasing. However, she found that
many farmers must take other jobs to make ends meet.
Irvine said that the in-depth interviews she conducted with eight Wayne County
farmers made her more optimistic about the situation than she thought she would be at
the beginning o f the project. “I was so inspired to learn about the innovative things that
are happening. For example, one farmer is making a living by growing mushrooms on
one acre o f land.
Irvine also said she was surprised by the extent to which Wayne C ounty consumers
supported their small farmers through markets and cooperatives. “People are becoming
more aware o f where their food is coming from and how it’s grown,” she says.
Irvine hopes to pursue her interest in small-scale farming, perhaps with Americorps.
photo Dreamstime.com
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Pecking the eggshell at once from inside
and out: Encountering self through
nature in Taoism, Zen Buddhism, and
the phenomenal experience
BY TIM LEHMANN, SYLVANIA, OHIO
Advised by Ishwar Harris, religious studies
Nature and m e d ita tio n
T he bulk ofT im Lehmann’s 140-page Independent Study is
very, very heavy. Lehmann uses the kind o f language you might
expect from a student of abstract philosophy. In his introduction he
writes, “Through the cultivation of appreciative observation, medi
tative mindfulness, and self-reflecting perceptivity, the seeming
separation between the Self and Nature is mutually lessened to the
point where the experienced foundation of an individual’s being is a
simultaneous diffusion and convergence of awareness outward and
inward throughout the mental and physical landscape.”
T he reader wades through a thick morass o f Taoism, Zen
Buddhism, and then— all o f a sudden— turns a corner and finds
T im Lehm ann. Having done due diligence to the masters,
Lehmann decided to study meditation by meditating. For 10 days,
he replicated the lifestyle of an austere recluse in a mountain retreat
in western Massachusetts. H e saw and spoke to no one, and spent
his days hiking, practicing yoga, meditating, and reading simple
Tao or Buddhist poetry.
Lehmanns description of his retreat is honest and unpretentious.
In thosefir s t fe w days, I was nearly overwhelmed and
exhausted by this sudden change in lifestyle. Regardless o f the calm
that I would try to uphold, I was repeatedly confronted by the sheer
difficulty o f doing something as simple as concentrating on the breath.
■■■On an inhale,fo r instance, I might suddenly think o f thefirst time
I was on retreat or how much I longedfor apiece o f cheesepizza. ...
I t was thereafter that myforest walks became dynamic experiences...
I noticed that the trees and the surrounding boulders had a certainfresh
ness, depth, color, and texture that appeared like a new layering o f veneer.
When I looked at the trunk o f a tree, I saw that the bark had deep
ridges and an intricately detailed surface texture. The color o f fallen
leaves, particularly a purplish variety, spikedfrom the ground with a
seemingly enhanced vibrancy. The outlines o f forms— o f mosses and
ferns'— were much more defined than I had remembered Kven the
sounds ofthe forest came to me as ifthey werepreviously muffled by a
distant silencer....
M y immediate return to human society, including my interactions
with taxi drivers,flig h t attendants, and my parents, was a bit disori
enting to say the least. I had comefrom days when I would walk about
theforest, stopping at a tree or leafthat caught my eye, allowing myself
to get a solid appreciation o f itsform and texture. Now it seemed that
there was no timefo r any such appreciation. The trees and landscape

shotpast my window in a complete blur through thick plexiglass...
Certainly there are limitations w ith respect to the conclusions that I
can draw from my experience, particularly in light ofthe hermetic tra
dition. . .1 would say that I went to this placefor a while where I prac
ticed meditation and walked in the woods. A s a result, I fe lt a change
in myselfand my appreciation ofhow that selfinteracts w ith the world
around me.
Lehmann practiced living mindfully and respectfully in many
ways during his years at Wooster. H e participated in Sitting on
Fridays, the Colleges weekly meditation group, and the Peace by
Peace program. W ith friends, he founded the Organic Farming
Program at Yost House. Like other campus program houses, this
one requires a volunteer commitment from participants. For three
years, Lehmann volunteered approximately two hours a week at
local organic farms. I f his I.S. dealt with metaphoric eggshells, his
farm work put him in touch with the real thing. A weekly chore
was collecting and cleaning organic eggs.
Next year, Lehm ann will teach English in China. H e then
hopes to attend graduate school and study East Asian religions. H e
says what he has learned has made a profound impact. “Knowing
what it’s like to experience life fully is so simple. I always want to
have that in my life.”

As a member of the Organic Farming Program at Yost House, Tim Lehmann
volunteered at Autumn Harvest Farm, an organic farm near Wooster.

photo Emma Powell
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Civic capacity and regional
sustainability
BY STEVEN SCHOTT,
MOUNT VERNON, OHIO
Advised by Eric Moskowitz, political science

Plants growing on roofs (eco-roofs) are a common
sight in Portland and serve multiple purposes. They
help collect and retain storm water, clean the air,
and cool the building. The Amy Joslin Memorial
Eco-roof tops the building that houses Multnomah
County offices.
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A ta le o f th re e c itie s
Even from a superficial visit, you can tell the difference between a city that is paying atten
tion to its future and one that is not, says Steve Schott. For example, go to Portland, Ore., and
you see buildings with eco roofs and solar panels. Large green spaces define the city; mass tran
sit reduces traffic; things look and smell good. O n the other hand, in Columbus, Ohio you see
sprawling shopping malls in disrepair, deep pockets of poverty, and congested, dirty streets.
Schott wanted to know why some regions rely on sustainability policies and others
don’t So for his I.S. he researched three very different cities: Portland, Ore., the first
region in the United States to create an Office of Sustainable Development; Columbus,
Ohio, which was ranked last by SustainLane, an online media company that evaluates the
policies of the country’s 50 largest cities; and Phoenix, Ariz., described as being on the
crossroads of decisions that could secure its future.
U sing a grant from the Copeland Fund, Schott visited each city and conducted
interviews w ith city leaders, officials, and politicians. A successful sustainable policy
would be influenced by key factors, he hypothesized. W ere its residents facing a crisis?
W as a forward thinking leader in place? Was there evidence o f citizen involvement in
the process? A nd— perhaps m ost im portant— did decision makers have the power to
act for a larger m etropolitan area, or just w ithin the city limits?
“Portland’s regional governm ent allows officials to make decisions for a broader
community. T h a t helps them address problems such as transportation and air quality
situations and problems th at usually can’t be addressed by local jurisdictions, Schott^
says “B ut w hat prom pts people to w ant a regional entity? T h a t’s the key question. It s
difficult to ask citizens to give up local power.”
Schott says that one of the most interesting questions he asked was: What does sustainability
mean to you? “I interviewed people at Portland’s Office o f Sustainability people who
work with the concept every day— and each had a different answer. In Columbus, they
couldn’t— or wouldn’t— even talk to me about it.
“Sustainability seems to be a word that politicians like to throw around and a lot of
people like to talk about, but no one knows what it means. T h at needs to be a focus. W e
need to figure out what it means.
Schott has been accepted at University o f Florida Law School, where he will study
environmental law. But first he will teach special education students in N orth Carolina as
part o f the Teach for America program for the next two years.

Environmental issues: Ethics or justice?
BY KALYN KAPPELMAN, GIBSONIA, PENN.
Advised by Elizabeth Schiltz, philosophy

A d iv id e d m ovem ent
The summer before her senior year, during an internship with American University in
Washington, D.C., Kalyn Kappelman ran headlong into a new idea: The fact that environ
mental problems don’t affect all people equally has caused a huge divide in the movement
and in the ability of people to agree on solutions.
“I had always assumed that there was only one, homogeneous environmental
movement,” says Kappelman. “It never occurred to me that low-income families
and minorities were not a large part of the environmental movement and that
diey had to fight their own tights when issues came up in their communities.”
Kappelmans Independent Study investigates two verv different ways of
talking, thinking, and acting about environmental issues. The first, called
the environmental ethics movement, focuses on human interaction with
nature. 1 he second, labeled the environmental justice movement,
focuses on human interaction with other humans in the context of
environmental decisions. “This movement works to expose systemic
causes of injustice and promote a more holistic understanding that
all injustices are related,” explains Kappelman.
The environmental justice movement is workable and ultimately
sustainable, she says. The environmental ethics movement, which
has left lower-income people disenfranchised, is not.
The roots o f the environmental ethics movement were in con
servation, Kappelman writes. “The central concern o f environmental
ethics has been the relationship between human beings and nature
and deals with issues such as animal rights, biodiversity, conservation,
and the intrinsic value of nature.”
O n the other hand, the environmental justice movement, “concen
trates on how we should act toward other humans in regards to the deci
sions we make about shared environmental issues,” writes Kappelman. “This
movement is more concerned with negative health effects from pollution and
people’s lack of political representation in their own communities.”
Kappelman says she hopes to work for an environmental nonprofit organization and
later perhaps go to graduate school to study ethics and applied philosophy

\

Additional 2007 I.S. projects
that address environmental issues
^ The ethics of green architecture and the built environment, by
John Patton. Arlington, Va.: advised by Henry Kreuzman, philosophy.

^ The influence of religion on environmental attitudes and conservation behaviors, by Crystal Riley, Canton, Ohio: advised by Michael
B. Casey, psychology, and Jennifer Graber, religious studies.

* Boil, mountains and rivers in a two-quart pot: Turning to

nature to understand the self, by Waheguru Khalsa, Chevy Chase,
Maryland; advised by Walter Zurko, art.

►Developing subfossil conifer tree-ring-width chronologies to
investigate the glacial and climate history of Glacier Bay National
Park and Preserve, Alaska, by Eva Lyon. Gallipolis, Ohio, advised by
Greg Wiles, geology.

►Mitochondrial genes support the existence of two poison dart
frogs from Trinidad and Tobago, by Elizabeth Wojtowicz, Temperance,
Mich., advised by Richard Lehtinen.

photo facing page Courtesy of Multnomah County; photo above Dreamstime.com
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Crowning seven years of Herculean effort, the
Independent Minds Campaign soared to a successful
conclusion on June 30. W hen the last check had
been counted, estate note booked, and stock transfer
recorded, Wooster’s trustees, alumni, parents, and
friends had raised $147.9 million for the Colleges

From beginning to end, Independent
Minds was a campaign o f superlatives:
►Most ambitious fund-raising goal in the College’s
history: $122 million
►Most money raised: $147.9 million, almost
$ 26 million above the stated goal
►Largest single gift from a foundation or corporation:
$9 million from The Walton Family Foundation
►Largest personal gift: $10 million from Stan and Flo

top priorities, including $56.7 million in new endow

Gault '48s
►Largest challenge met: $ 8 million in 15 months

ment, more than $13 million of which was raised in

for the Kauke project
►Biggest capital project: $18 million for the
renovation of Kauke Flail

the campaigns final year.
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President Stan Hales discusses campaign goals;
Burton D. Morgan Hall at night; Students study in the renovated Kauke Hall.
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“ t Wooster, we don’t have to w aitfor such afinancial
A
miracle, because this campaign is a transforming
gift— notfrom one source, butfrom many. .. ”
JAMES T. CLARKE '59

W hen the campaign began in 2000, the economy was boom
ing and the stock market soaring. Little more than a year later,
the dot-com bubble had burst and the September 11 terrorist
attacks had stalled economic growth.
T he College’s trustees and development staff could have been
forgiven for feeling some trepidation at the prospect o f battling
such formidable headwinds. Instead, they simply redoubled their
efforts. By the time the campaign was launched publicly in
October 2003, more than $80 million had already been raised,
including $25 million from the trustees themselves. Ultimately,
members o f the board would contribute $33 million.
“Trustees provided critical leadership and support
throughout the course o f this cam paign,” said Sara Patton,
vice president for development. “T hey not only set a high
standard o f personal generosity, but also were instrum ental in
securing significant gifts from foundations and corporations.
T heir ‘H om e Stretch Challenge’ to alumni, parents, and
friends to support the endowm ent initiative in the campaign’s
final year was the pivotal elem ent in its overwhelming suc
cess. I am especially grateful to national campaign chair Jim
Clarke ’59 and to honorary campaign chair Stan G ault ’48,
who gave untold hours o f tim e and energy to the campaign,
while providing positive encouragem ent to all o f us involved.
It made a huge difference!”
Critical as the trustees’ efforts were, the success o f the
campaign was truly the result o f a broad-based effort by the
entire W ooster family. M ore than 2,000 individuals, founda
tions and corporations gave to the Kauke renovation alone,
and almost 14,000 contributed to the campaign.
“T he resounding success o f the Independent M inds
Campaign is a tribute to the thousands o f alumni, parents, and
friends who hold W ooster dear,” said President R. Stanton
Hales. “Diane and I have been privileged to experience and

honored to share— the deep affection that Wooster people
have for this extraordinary place.”
In addition to the rebirth o f Kauke, the capital portion
o f the campaign funded construction o f G ault Admissions
Center, Burton D. M organ Hall, Longbrake Student Wellness
Center, and two new student residence halls: Bornhuetter Hall
and Gault Manor.
Though less tangible than the bricks and mortar of new con
struction, the $56.7 million added to Wooster’s endowment dur
ing the Independent M inds Campaign will strengthen the College
in perpetuity by providing an annual payout to support a portion
of its operations. Resources added to the endowment include
seven new endowed professorships and 71 new endowed schol
arships.
“T he endowment is the foundation that provides long-term
financial stability for the College,” said James R. W ilson ’63,
chair o f W ooster’s Board ofTrustees. “It provides a significant
portion o f our operating budget each year.”
T he W ooster Fund was the third critical element o f the
campaign’s success. Over its seven year run, alumni, parents
and friends gave the College $17 million in unrestricted
annual gifts, funds that come w ith the flexibility to use them
where they are needed most. A nother $20 million in restrict
ed operating grants supported a variety o f initiatives like the
Lilly Project for the Exploration o f Vocation.
Almost $148 million. W h en a single donor gives that
kind o f money, it’s called a transform ing gift. James T.
Clarke ’59, who chaired the campaign from start to success
ful conclusion, has a different definition.
“A t Wooster, we don’t have to wait for such a financial
miracle, because this campaign is a transform ing gift— not
from one source, but from many— that demonstrates our
persistent belief in all the College has done for us, and all it
can do for future generations.”

photo facing page , top right Emma Powell
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By K A R O L C R O S B I E

PROFILES OF WOOSTER ALUMNI
AND FACULTY IN THE PERFORMING ARTS

THE 3 9 th ANNUAL KENNEDY CENTER

AM ERICAN COLLECT
THEATER FESTIVAL
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he stunning success o f a Wooster theatre production this spring
gives us the perfect opportunity to pass on a few stories o f alumni
and faculty who are professionals in the dramatic arts. There are
many stories we could have told. The College began its theatre
major in 1982, when theatre split from the speech department,
reflecting a national trend. Soon after, dance changed its affiliation
from physical education to theatre, and last year the department
changed its name from the Department o f Theatre to the
Department of Theatre and Dance.
When a department is relatively small, its faculty members must
wear many hats, and students benefit from their m ulti-talented
professors. Wooster’s 180 theatre alumni are likely to be adaptable,
flexible, and skilled, says Professor Dale Seeds, who has been with
the department since 1984.
This spring, a Wooster theatre production beat out Ivy League
schools, schools that offer Master of Fine Arts degrees, and schools
with huge departments and plush budgets. Why did Wooster rise to
the top? Senior Patrick Midgley said it best: “ It was like we had a
story we more desperately wanted to te ll.”

t is a M alawi belief th at every child is born to fulfill a
special purpose. W h e n M asankho Banda was five years
old, his grandm other told him that his calling was to
plant seeds o f peace w ith dance, music, and stories.
And so he did. It might not have turned out that way.
Sometimes ugliness can edge out destiny. His father was a
political prisoner for 12 years, and M asankho was a refugee in
1987 when he came to Wooster. “I saw that men are perpetra
tors of injustice and war against women and children,” remem
bers Masankho. “I said, ‘I will not be that kind of man.
A t T h e College o f Wooster, he responded to invitations to
talk about African dance and culture at local public schools
and began a performance group that raised money for non
profits. “As a student, I began to understand how performing
artists can be involved in the community,” he remembers.
Since then, he has taught dances of forgiveness and healing
to refugees in Croatia and child soldiers in Sierra Leone. H e
has drummed the beat o f inspiration to illiterate adults in Sout
Carolina, incarcerated adolescents in San Francisco, and sick
children throughout the world. H e has worked alongside Nobel
Peace Laureate Bishop Desmond Tutu. In 2001, the Dalai
Lama awarded him the title o f Unsung Hero o f Compassion.
M asankho’s work is delivered through a variety o f organi
zations. H e founded U canDance African H ealing Arts, co
founded the Institute o f Peace Building, belongs to W in g It!
Performance Ensemble, and is a certified InterPlay leader.
H e is an adjunct professor at John F. Kennedy University
and H oly Names University in O akland, Calif., where he
earned an M .A .

I
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His stories and music strip away inhibitions, says Masankho,
whether he is telling young children the sharing story of the Wise
Elephant or teaching teens how to forgive each other. “Imagine a
large gym and a middle school assembly, where kids like to sit on
their hands,” he says. “I begin playing the rhythm of an ancient
dance and invite students down to do a dance of forgiveness.
Soon the football players come, the cheerleaders come, everyone
comes, until 400 students are dancing and singing.”
M ost times he must simply trust that he has made a differ
ence, but Masankho recalls the times when it has been affirmed.
“I was speaking to kids in green and orange jump suits juvenile
offenders in San Francisco. I did the dance of ancestors and told
them stories of people whose shoulders we stand on Frederick
Douglass, Harriet Tubman, M artin Luther King.”
Four years after this experience, Masankho was at Stanford
University, when a university student approached him.
Masankho recalls what she said: “I don’t know if you remember
me, but I was 14 years old and at a juvenile center, and what you
said made a difference. W hen I got back to my cell, I thought,
‘W hose shoulders will my daughter stand on?’”
Masankho talks of reaching more and still more people. This
summer, he took a group to his hometown in Malawi. H e plans
to go to Palestine and Darfur. H e wants to start a mentorship
program of artists who want to change the world and would love
to work with the United Nations and NATO.
“True peace will come when people across nations sing, and
dance, and share each other’s voices.”

DALE

SEEDS

PLAYWRIGHT

n Good Friday, Mar. 27,1964, a mammoth earthquake
and resulting tsunami swallowed the tiny village of
Chenega, Alaska. T he island community of about 120
indigenous people was so remote that it wasn’t until the
postal service tried to deliver mail that authorities noticed the vil
lage and a quarter of its population had disappeared, say survivors.
But the story o f Chenega lives. Dale Seeds, Wooster profes
sor o f theatre, is using recently published transcripts from inter
views w ith survivors to write a drama, which will be performed
on the W ooster campus in 2008.
Seeds, who has studied indigenous Alaskan performance since
1994, is currently on leave interviewing Chenega survivors. H e
says his biggest challenge with the project is to keep the power of
the story where it belongs— in the hands of the survivors. “I can’t
make it my story. I have been given permission to give one staged
reading. I ’m w illing to abandon the project if the people o f
Chenega say I ’ve gone too far.”
T he source for the play is a collection o f survivors’ memories
by John Smelcer, a member o f the A htna Athabaskan tribe,
who has agreed to work with Seeds on a dramatic adaptation.
The Day That Cries Forever tells the story o f Larry, who was 14
and at boarding school when he learned that he had lost both
his parents to the quake; Timmy, who remembered that the
ground felt like Jell-O ; Steve, who was five years old and who
thought his father and sister had been swept away because G od
Was angry with him for throwing rocks at birds; M argaret, who
was 35 when the tidal wave swept her out to sea and who
clung to a piece o f debris until she was rescued.
O ut of respect for the people o f Chenega, Seeds will produce
a staged reading rather than a play. T he difference between the
two forms, he explains, is “the difference between telling the
story and being the story.” H e will project video images o f the
island— footage he is taking this summer— in the background,
to help give a sense o f place.
In addition to the Chenega story, Seeds’ work with indigenous
Alaskan drama has included transcribing performances o f the
Tuma Theatre at the University o f Alaska, Fairbanks. Historically,
native performances— fluid collections o f dance, improvised
storytelling, drumming, and singing—were rarely scripted. And
partially for this reason, as the oral tradition o f the elders dis
appears, Western theatre models have edged out indigenous styles.
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THE DAY THAT CRIES FOREVER

“W riting down the plays is one way to begin understanding a
process that can help indigenous people threatened with assimila
tion keep their own voice,” says Seeds.
Traditional native Alaskans have neither a word nor a concept
for “theatre,” Seeds explains. “In W estern culture, music, song,
stories, art, and dance are often separate expressions, but in Yup’ik
culture, they are interwoven. These activities are part of the web of
indigenous culture.”
Seeds said he will never forget the first time he watched an
Alaskan native performance. “As a westerner and an outsider, the
first thing you want to do is to figure it out. You can’t do that. You
must feel it. It’s a visceral experience. You feel the drum, you sense
the tension in the movement o f the dance, you watch actors trans
form into animals and back again.
“I’ve seen young people whose performances astound you, and
when you talk with them afterwards, they can’t really explain what
has happened. They understand transformation— the idea that a
person can become a salmon, or a bear. I asked one actor who did
a fox dance how he prepared for the performance. H e said, ‘I hunt
and trap fox. I know what they do.’
“In western theatre, we begin with a mental process. We think
about the character, the script, and the text. Indigenous people
begin theatre in the body.”

PATRICK MIDGLEY *07

ACTOR

PLAYING NOCTURNE

a rusty 1970 Buick, and sheet music from Edvard Grieg’s
ooster senior Patrick M idgley was intrigued by
Nocturne,
the play’s namesake.
the protagonist in the play Nocturne. But he fig
Rapp’s script has been both praised and criticized for its densi
ured it would be some time before he’d have the
ty. Long, metaphor-laden recitations conjure up the freak accident
chance to play the gut-w renching role o f the
that cmmples a family’s life and sends a young man through hell.
young m an w ho accidentally decapitates his little sister in a
“Grief does not expire like a candle or the beacon on a light
car accident. In the first place, it’s a plum role
likened to
house,” the narrator says. “It becomes a kind of personal weather
that o f H am let— dem anding and complicated. In the second
system. Snow settles in the liver. The bowels grow thick with
place, A dam Rapp’s play, which premiered in 2000, had been
humidity.... the heart fills with warm rain that turns to mist and
perform ed exclusively by professional companies, but never
evaporates through a cold artery.” T he narrator, named simply
by an academic institution.
“Son,” is required to sit in a chair and talk to the audience for 40
Midgley, a double theatre and history major, wrote his junior
minutes at a time.
Independent Study on the playwright. But as is often the case
Says Midgley, “One reviewer of a past production wrote that
with W ooster’s Independent Studies, that was not the end of
the play made him feel like he was sitting in on a therapy session,
the story. Shirley Huston-Findley, associate professor and chair
and that the patient had overstayed his visit. For us, the challenge
of the theatre and dance department, sent Midgley to a confer
was for the play to never feel that way. Shirley and I did this by
ence in Los Angeles to present a paper on Rapp. A nd then she
trusting the language, not letting it overpower us, but not over
and her colleagues decided to produce Rapp’s play.
powering it, either.
“I don’t think there are faculty members anywhere else who
The flowery language is both an author’s style (Rapp was a
would have trusted their students enough and rallied around a
novelist before he was a playwright) and a character’s defense.
production like this,” says Midgley. “Honestly, I don’t think I could
“Every time after my character makes an objective, factual
have done this anywhere else.”
T h e trust paid off. W ooster’s production was selected
from a field o f 1,300 aspirants involving more than 200,000
students nationwide to perform at the prestigious Kennedy
C enter Am erican College T heatre Festival in W ashington,
D .C ., in April. T h e annual festival— the largest o f its kind
allows colleges and universities to advance through regiona
competitions. T h e Kennedy C enter performance was the
third and last venue for the W ooster troupe, which also per
formed the play in W ooster and Milwaukee.
“The play is so simple, and small, and touching,” says Midgley.
“In all the levels of the festival, wt— the little school— seemed to
be the one everyone latched on to. It wasnt about the polish of it,
or how much money we had spent on it. It was like we had a story
we more desperately wanted to tell.”
A lthough Rapp wrote the play as a monologue, it is often
produced w ith varying degrees o f involvement from addi
tional characters. In the W ooster production, five characters
joined Midgley, and he says he believes they strengthened
the performance.
W orking with the constraints o f a $500 budget, scene and
lighting designer Dale Seeds, professor of theatre, chose to sus
pend the few props in air. Floating overhead, simultaneously
gentle and monstrous, are a black piano bench, the front end of
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“ It wasn't about the polish of it, or how much money we had spent
on it. It was like we had a story we more desperately wanted to tell."
...Patrick Midgley photos MattDiiyard

statement about the plot, he’ll take himself out o f the emotion
by retreating into those flowery metaphors,” says Midgley. “For
example, he picks up his sister’s head and compares it to a ‘fugi
tive picnic toy, a ball.’ H e tries to withdraw into his language.”
T he script is so solitary that Midgley says he sometimes felt as
though he were storytelling, rather than acting. Because there is
so little interaction with the other characters— some are totally
silent— he m ust keep the attention o f the audience through
language. “As an actor, you have nothing out there except the
language. T h a t’s w hat you listen to; that’s what you respond to.”
The group’s first audience was largely Wooster students, who
listened in stunned silence, remembers Midgley. “I don’t think
they knew what to expect,” he says. But as the group began per
forming for audiences who were more familiar with the play, there
was more interaction. “I felt as though I was sharing the experi
ence with the audience and they became part o f the production.”
Midgley, who will pursue an M.F.A. in acting at Purdue
University, says he will always remember his Nocturne experi
ence as a precise intersection o f talents. “It felt as though every
thing came together perfectly. W e were the perfect people for a
perfect play.”

Nocturne
by Adam Rapp
The Wooster production
Shirley Huston-Findley, director
Dale Seeds, scenic and lighting designer
Myron Elliott, costume designer
Chuck Findley, sound designer
Vicki Horning, technical director
Courtney Cooke '07, stage manager
Ian Marty '08, assistant stage manager
CAST
Patrick Midgloy ’07, son
Rachel Fichter '07. sister
Alana Cuellar '09, mother
Alex Gauvin ’08, father
Noah Lyons '09, son, father
Meredith Overcash '09, girl

CHOREOGRAPHER

I “ TOTAL IMMERSION”

freelance choreographer and theatrical director based in New
York, Jim Beaudry is associate director and resident choreo
grapher at I imber Lake Playhouse in M t. Carroll, 111., where
his work includes teaching and outreach in the public schools.
H e says he loves using theatre, dancing, and acting to help students o f
all ages become better learners. For example, he helped a sixth grade
class turn a curriculum about G reek gods into a musical. A nd when he
told a class o f third graders that they could choose the subject o f their
musical, he dove right into their choice: head lice. T he resulting pro
duction had an original script, a kid-pleasing plot, music, and (of
course) itchy dancing.
“I’m interested in storytelling through movement and in the whole
body as the instrum ent,” says Beaudry. “M usical theatre is the perfect
collaborative form for dancers, singers, and actors. I t’s total theatre
immersion.”
Last spring, he returned to campus to work with theatre and dance
students and to choreograph a piece for the College’s spring dance con
cert. Titled R ite o f Spring, L eft o f Center; Pictures o f American Provarance
and Pretense, Beaudry’s work, an interpretation o f Stravinsky’s classic Rite
o f Spring, is about American forms o f ritualized killing, including war.
“I think all art is political,” he says. “I f you’re going to say some
thing, it has to be w orth saying.” A nd the topics that artists speak,
dance, and sing about don’t just come from a vacuum, says Beaudry.
T hey come from a liberal education. “Artists need to know about things
other than art.”

A

-*■Jim Beaudry works with W ooster theatre students, some of whom were learning
dance moves for the first time. p . i ■ , e v u a p
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i “Anybody growing up in the ’80s remembers the mythology of Spielberg
and Lucas. It’s as if anything was possible," says Strompolos. “Our movie taps
into an innocent time, a time of growing up, of doing it yourself. It captures the
raw spirit of filmmaking."

CHRIS STROMPOLOS ’ 93

granddaddy o f fan film s

Says Strompolos, “A British reviewer called us, T he granddaddies of the fan film.’T h a t’s cool; I’ll take the title. We were
some of the first to do a fan film that emulated the original to
this extent.”
There’s no question that the film changed his life. Strompolos
used scenes from the movie to help convince Wooster administra
tors to admit him, and when he arrived on campus immediately
declared his major. His impression that Wooster would be a place
where you could “start practicing your craft right from the get-go,
was true. H e wrote his Independent Study on A nthony and
Cleopatra and played the role of Anthony in a lavish production.
Today, Strompolos owns a Mississippi-based production com
pany called Rolling Boulder with childhood friend Eric Zola. H e
649 shots, to be exact.
.
lives in Los Angeles, where he is securing funding for a movie
The Raiders o f the Lost A r k The Adaptation debuted in 2UUd
about a young man who travels up the Mississippi River, in search
at the Alamo Drafthouse in Austin,Texas, after the Alamos
of his father. “I have no doubt that the movie will be a reality, he
director discovered the movie through a fellow tape swapper.
says. “Once we get fixed on something, there’s no stopping us. If
And then came the accolades. T he Austin Chronicle calle it,
we could get the money by 2009, it sure would be swell.”
“Nothing short of stunning.” Jim W indolf, o f Vanity Fair, con
In the meantime, the story of the three boys and their film is
cluded, “W e have been so entertained for so long that we have,
itself being made into a movie. Rights to the story have been sold
in a way, reached the end o f entertainment. An audience ja e
to Paramount, with Scott Rudin (producer of The Hours and
by one mega-budget blockbuster after another is all too ready
School o f RocL) at the helm.
for an action movie made with love instead of money an is
But back to the question: W hy do people love this movie?
too willing to look past technical flaws for a film that shows re
Some reviewers think it’s because people like trying to guess how
heart. H ere’s the catch, though: nobody would be able to sit sti
the kids are going to pull off the next big scene. Some think it s
for Raiders o f the Lost A rk The Adaptation if this movie, amateur
because the film allows audiences to watch a Mississippian
or not, weren’t well crafted.”
Indiana Jones grow up on camera, from a chubby-cheeked little
It has been featured by dozens o f major media, including
kid to an adolescent, who experiences his first kiss as Indy.
N P R , Rolling Stone and Wired magazines, C N N , Good
Here’s what Strompolos believes: “Anybody growing up in the
Morning America,” and the “Craig Kilborn Show. And every
’80s remembers the mythology of Spielberg and Lucas. It’s as if
body loves it, including Steven Spielberg, who dropped the
anything was possible. O ur movie taps into an innocent time, a
movie’s creators a note: “Wanted to write and let you know how
time of growing up, of doing it yourself. It captures the raw spirit
impressed I was with your very loving and detailed tribute to our
of filmmaking.”
Raiders o f the Lost Ark.”

verybody loves it, and the big question is—why? The
hero is a leather-jacketed, whip- and wise-cracking
archaeologist seeking the Holy Grail. You know who it is,
of course. Indiana Jones, that delicious hero, concocted in
1981 by Steven Spielberg and George Lucas. But wait just a
darned minute! Indiana is not the suave Harrison Ford, but a
chubby 11-year old named Chris Strompolos?!
L et’s go back to the beginning. In the summer of 1982,
three friends from Biloxi, Mississippi, begin a shot-for-shot
remake of their favorite movie, Raiders o f the Lost Ark. Seven
years later, they finish it, and it is a perfect replica. Everyt ing
is there: T he rolling boulder, the live snakes, exploding f i r e -
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DRAMATURG

lana Brownstein, who specializes in the illumination o f ideas,
explains her funny-sounding title with just the right details.
T he “urg” part o f “dramaturg” comes from the Greek “ourgia,” which means “to work.” A dramaturg is someone who
“works a drama,” in the same way that a metallurgist transforms
raw ore into a new form.
Brownstein, who has been “working dramas” at the Huntington
Theatre C om pany in Boston since 2002, discovered her pas
sion for working with playwrights when she was at Wooster.
A n internship during her junior year at the Ensemble Studio
Theatre in New York ignited the flame, and her Independent
Study fanned it.
For her I.S., Brownstein worked with an ensemble o f firstyear W ooster women to write, produce, and perform a play.
A Visionary Picnic opened on Valentine’s Day, 1998, on
Freedlander’s main stage. “W h en I experienced the excitement
of these young women, who had never before written a play,
seeing their work performed on stage, I knew what I wanted to
do,” Brownstein remembers.
A n internship at Actors Theatre o f Louisville, the foremost
producer of new plays in this country, and an M.F.A. at Yale in
dramaturgy and dramatic criticism further prepared Brownstein
for her position as dram aturg and literary m anager o f the
Huntington Theatre Company. She was given full rein to create
a program to develop the work o f new playwrights, particularly
local writers. “N ot many regional theaters are relevant to the
artistic communities that live and work in their own backyards,”
says Brownstein. “By nurturing local artists and using the
resources that are at our fingertips, we’re funneling resources
hack into the community.”
Brownstein developed the Huntington Playwriting Fellows
program, which gives four emerging playwrights an opportunity
to be writers in residence at the Huntington for two years. As
Brownstein reads the hundreds of plays submitted by local artists
and works with the “cream that has risen to the top, she says she
applies three basic questions: “First, what are the playwrights
intentions? Second, do they succeed? And third, is their goal
■worthy? Is this a story that invites an audience to feel as though
they were experiencing an emotion for the first time?
Brownstein, who also teaches contemporary drama at
Boston University, tells her students that reading critically is
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Nana Brownstein, dramaturg and literary manager of the
Huntington Theatre Company, helps playwrights connect with
their audiences.

like developing a muscle. A nd every dramaturg has her own
tricks. For example, when Brownstein is reading dialogue for
the first time, she often ignores designations o f which character
is speaking. “I f I can’t tell by the tone o f their voices who is
speaking, then somethings wrong,” she says.
But the dram aturg’s m ost im portant tool is developing a
relationship o f trust with the playwright. “Like anyone in the
arts, playwrights have to be able to trust the source o f their
feedback,” she says.
In addition to helping writers develop their voice— their
ability to connect with the audience— Brownstein also researches
a play s location and historic time period, in order to provide
imagery and details. She writes program notes, conducts audience
education events, and edits a journal.
“Theatre really is a collaborative art,” she says. “T he play
doesn’t live until it’s transferred to the hands o f a director, actors,
designers, and to the audience. M y job is to work with all of
those constituencies. But my relationship with the writers—
that’s what I love, that’s really what sustains me.”
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m ci assNotes

SWING AND SWAY
THE “M O DERN” WAY

The 1945 Index
applauds women’s
athletic pursuits, such
as dance, as wartime
“efforts into winning the
peace... building char
acter, health, and good
sportsmanship." (The
names are not provided.)

1934
Elizabeth “Libby”Lapham Wills
36500 Euclid A ’oe.,A255, Willoughby, O H 44094

1935
Viola Startzman Robertson
687 Greenwood Blvd., Wooster, O H 44691-4923
VSR@aol.com

1936
Ralph Gillman
1256 Lisa Ann Dr., Akron, O H 44313

1937
M artha “M ollie”Tilock Van Bolt
2020 Glendale A ve., Flint, M I 48503-2111
(810) 233-5197, marthal937@comcast.net

This report is being written in April, so
first of all, I (Mollie) want to thank you for all
of the birthday cards which are displayed on
the mantel in my living room. April 14 was
not a date that my historian-husband, Roger
Van Bolt, was likely to forget. For many years,
he would announce to our children at break
fast: “Three historic events occurred on April
1 4 —the Titanic sank, Lincoln was shot, and
your mother was born.” In time, to annoy me,
it became: “Three tragic events....”
Birthday calls continue to be the source
for class news. Otis Heldman, now 93, and
his wife live with their daughter. W hen I

It was a different story trying to make the
birthday call to Helen Alber Leibert. 1he
dreaded response from the telephone operator
was “no longer in service.” I learned from
Helen’s daughter, Karen ’69, that Helen is back
in Cleveland. Her mailing address is 2606
West Park Blvd., Shaker Heights, O H 44120.
During a telephone call to Charlotte
“Beals”Tasker, she mentioned attending a
town reunion last summer in Tahsis, British
Columbia, where she had lived for almost 50
C °M y<call to Ruth Lyle Relph found Ruth
and her two daughters discussing the menu for years. A reunion involving a whole town
sounded intriguing, so I asked for more details.
Palm Sunday dinner. Daughter Carolyn lives
At the end ofW W II, Beals and her British
near Ruth and Earl Relph ’39, so she drops in
husband, Kenneth, resided briefly in England,
frequendy, but Marcia Relph Alban ’66 had
where they found life particularly difficult.
just arrived from Illinois for the weekend.
Many years in the British military had not
There was much animated conversation in the
prepared Kenneth for a career in civilian life.
background and frequent interruptions to get
They considered emigrating to South Africa
Ruth’s approval for possible menu items. (I
or Canada and settled on the latter. That led
think they finally decided on chicken divan.)
them to Tahsis, on the western coast of British
Ann Doerrer Shaffer and her husband,
Columbia, a town that can be reached only by
Noel (who will be 100 years old in August),
still live in their home of many years, thanks to water. Life centered around a large sawmill.
For 38 years, until his death, Kenneth
their son. He lives with them and does the
enjoyed a successful career at the mill. Beals
cooking. Ann and Noel spent the winter, as
was a public health nurse for a number of
usual, with their daughter in Arizona.
years, and they raised two daughters. At its
Betty Olson Tiller now lives with her
heyday, about 2500 families lived in Tahsis,
daughter at 1905 Ahllwater Ct., Dacula, GA
with 500 single men residing in bunkhouses.
30019. You can reach her at (770) 614-9491.
Now the population is down to about 500,
Myra Schweininger Carpenter moved out
and the mill is gone. The “good” houses are
of her big house into an apartment at 175
being bought for summer homes, and there’s
Shady Lane Dr., Norwalk, O H 44857.
talk of building resorts. Tahsis is still accessible
Fortunately, Myra’s telephone number has not
only by water.
changed, so I was able to contact her.

called, Otis was out doing the family
grocery shopping.
Bob McCalmon was getting ready to go
out to a birthday dinner with his son and
daughter-in-law. Bob still works as a manufac
turer’s representative.
Marian Frey Pratt had a birthday celebra
tion with her daughters. One lives near her in
Encinitas, Calif., and the other one came from
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After Kermeth’s death, Beals stayed on for
quite a while before moving to Woodinville,
Wash. She has an apartment in the home of a
daughter and son-in-law. Beals, her daughters,
and their families attended the three-day town
reunion, and Beals made numerous stops to
see friends on her way back to Woodinville.
We have three deaths to report. John
Lawrence, who was with us only as a fresh
man, died on Sept. 18, 2006. Fred Shibley,
with us for our first two years, died on Apr. 4,
2007. And Britta Johnson Rubens, a graduate
active in alumni affairs, died on April 12. Her
son, Jon ’69, sent us her obituary.
I’ll miss the birthday chats with all three.

1938
Louise Harris Southard
950 Cherry St. A pt. 264, Memphis, T N 38117

1939
Dean F. Davies
1 Apple Tree Dr., Brunswick, M E 04011
docdean@verizon.net

Adele Klaustermeyer Shelton ’37 says she
has the good fortune to have two of her child
ren and two grandchildren in town—one just
across the street! She recendy stepped down
from leading a nature camera club that she
started but remains active in it. Since I
(Dean) communicate mosdy by e-mail, I was
delighted to add Adele’s e-mail address to my
small Wooster e-address book.
Dorothy Grady Bland and her husband
have moved into a new apartment. The place
provides more services, freeing up Dorothy’s
time for self-fulfilling activities. Her daughter,
Maryellen, was helping with the move when
we talked in April. The Blands have a son in
North Carolina, and one of two daughters is
in Tennessee. In addition to six grandchildren,
they have two great-grandchildren. A 12-yearold recendy returned from a trip to England.
I did not know that Latimer Neale died
last October (see In Memoriam). His wife,
Cornelia, sent a heartwarming letter about
Latimer’s gratitude for his time at Wooster.
I’m sure that he was especially pleased when
their three sons and a granddaughter also
attended the College.

1940
Florence Dunbar Kerr
2315 N E 65th S t, A pt. 315, Seattle, WA 98115
fkerr02 @w eb tv. net

Recendy, I (Florence) received the usual
e-mail alert from Jimmy W. Meyer, assistant
editor of Wooster, reminding class secretaries
when their copy is due for the next issue. This

time the alert included a request that secre
taries not exceed the 750-word limit.
O f course, I’m unlikely to do this, as I
received not even a scrap of news from any of
you. Well, Charles Rath did send a thank you
and a slight correction to the information
about him in the winter issue. The column
noted that he graduated from Harvard after he
finished his tour of duty in W W II. W hat
Charles actually did was return to his post
graduate training at the Harvard U Hospital
in Boston and complete that program.
Some months ago I said that I’d let you
know the names of the members of our class
who have received Distinguished Alumni
Awards. I looked them up on the Wooster
Web site. They are as follows: 1974 Ernest Y.
Campbell and his wife, Alfreda Gabriel
Campbell ’41; 1990 Eric H. Boehm and
Marguerite Lane Bowden; and 1997 Charles
Rath. The awards are presented annually to
alumni who have distinguished themselves in
one or more of the following areas: profes
sional career, service to humanity, or service to
Wooster. Alumni are selected by other alumni.
The awardees must exemplify the College’s
dedication to excellence and its commitment
to service.
Another classmate who received a special
award from the College was Eileen “Mike”
Thompson Miller. She and her husband,
Richard “Dick” G. Miller ’41, were presented
with the John D. McKee Alumni Volunteer
Award in 1993. Do you remember how
graciously they hosted many of our reunion
get-togethers?
I hope I have not failed to mention other
class members who have received awards. If
you are aware of others, please let me know.

1941
M ary Wilcox Hughes
NEW ! Sunrise o f Wooster, 1615 Cleveland Rd.,
Ste. 212, Wooster O H 44691
mwoohughes@msn. com

Leonard W. Snyder
422 2nd St. NW, N ew Philadelphia, O H 44663-1853
Iswhin @adelphia. net

Mary Lizjohnsten Ellis left Iowa to try
out Cleveland’s famous lake effect weather.
She was not disappointed! After three days of
spring, all of the shrubs, flowers and early
blooms were covered with at least two feet of
snow. Mary Liz lives with her son, Paul, at
4975 Rachel Ln., Richmond Heights, O H
44143. Her e-mail is pwellis@adelphia.net.
Beatrix Potter’s life story came to Cleveland
with the Easter bunny this year (in the movie,
Miss Potter). D om e Bennett and Bob Haring
reported it well worth seeing—once they got
plowed out!

Eunice Maclnnis Mitchell writes from
Iowa o f a busy social schedule: church, club,
charity, and Scotch heritage groups. Eunice
had a visit from her son in Pittsburgh who
had attended a Wooster reunion in that city.
She appreciated a birthday card from the
College.
Marilynn Johnston Gruber called with
news of a family visit. They came in, dripping
from the pool, an amenity of Marilynn’s facil
ity in Santa Barbara, and clamoring to go out
to dinner.
All of these facilities sounded inviting, so to
stay in vogue, Sid Burke and I (Mary) decided
to move to Sunrise of Wooster, about a block
from the campus. We’re one street over from
Alfie Gabriel Campbell and close to Martha
McDowell Dutton and Marian Smith
Jaffray. We hope to attend some events on
campus. (Note my new address, above.)
W hen conversing during meals here at
Sunrise, imagine my surprise to meet Beth
Weimer Flack. She lives down the hall!
Although she was only on campus two years
with us, Wooster creates strong bonds. Sadly,
Beth’s twin sister, Jeanne, died two years ago.
Beth and I are playing “catch-up,” aided by
Wooster yearbooks, sharing life stories of
careers and accomplishments. Retirement can
be fun!
Feel free to call or stop in, whenever you’re
in Wooster. I told a friend about my move and
said, “All roads lead back to Wooster.”
Martha Dutton has wonderful news.
Frederick Horace Williamson, a great-grand
child, was born in London, England—a
proper Brit! H e’s now six months old, and
Martha treasures many photos while awaiting
his first visit.
Joan Campbell Browne and her daughter
are making knitted dolls to send to Africa for
children orphaned by AIDS, providing a
needed joy for so many sad little kids.
A note from Len, “Anne and I welcomed
spring, after we each had winter hospital stays.
Now our dog is trying to recover from what
we fear was the publicized tainted pet food.”
Please let us hear from you. We like to hear
whatever news you have.

1942
Celia Retzler Gates
1446 Bellevue, Wooster, O H 44691
rlgcmg@sssnet. com

Barbara Crothers Cope wrote in the
spring, “I will be thinking of all of you as you
gather for the 65th reunion. It has been a joy
to be a member of this class, and I remember
each of you fondly.” Barbara has written
several books, three of which I (Celia) will
have at the reunion.
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□
waiting to embark, he’s enjoying the activi
ties of his Freedom Village Retirement
C lassN otes
Center in Florida.
342 Wycliffe Dr., Houston, T X 77079-7131
Jim Thompson is now the archivist of his
doft@sbcglobal.net
Helen Dayton Cross has moved from
church, Plymouth Congregational in Min
Russell Haley
New Hampshire to be near her children.
neapolis, so he spends lots of time helping to
653 M edford Leas, Medford, N J 08055
Janet Cross 71 and her husband relocated to
arrange displays for the church’s 150th
elderguy44@yahoo.com
Remsen, N.Y. Helen’s son, Bill ’68, found a
anniversary. Nearby Westminster Presbyterian
Margaret Gibbons Lake sends spectacular
big house that he and Helen could share.
is a sort of “sister” church. (Plymouth began in
greetings, well-illustrated. She s become an
Helen writes, “W h at’s left of our family is
April 1857 and Westminster, that October.)
outstanding photographer, and the combined
together, and we’re enjoying it. And we re
They’ve planned a joint program to take place
families of Margaret and Jim have benefited
much closer to our summer home on Sixth
in June at Orchestra Hall. A fringe benefit is
from her knack with the camera. Margaret s
Lake. Much as I’d like to, I can’t attend our
that Jim will have an opportunity to visit with
first great-grandchild, Frederick Wolfgang
reunion in June. Greetings to anyone who
friend Don Meisel ’45.
Stumpff, the son of Richard and Jenny, was
remembers me!” Helens new address is 210
Paul Churton writes to say that he and
born Sept. 28, 2006. Jim is way ahead on
E. Schuyler St., Boonville, NY 13309.
Martha have moved to a retirement commu
grandchildren, if anyone is keeping score. His
I talked with Ruthmary Woolf Cohen
nity, at 323 Bradley Foster Dr., Huntington,
seventh great-grandchild, Diana Reidy, turned
when I was in Ann Arbor visiting my son. She
W
V 25701. Their new e-mail address is
two on Feb. 2.
won’t be coming to Wooster, either. She
pchurton@verizon.com.
Paul reports that they
John Bender has also been bitten by the
sounded perky and still keeps up with her
are both in reasonably good health.
photo bug. He sends short notes—mosdy
Male Call went to Bill Koran in Houston.
many interests.
jokes. Some I even laugh at. Johns self
Bill, as you may recall, was one of the many
portraits are also entertaining. In some he
Wooster graduates who built his career on an
looks professorial, in others more like a stand1943
up comic. His health continues to be good, but interest in geology. He was unable to come to
Our sympathy to Don Hoff, whose wife,
the phone, but I (Russ) had a very nice chat
his wife, Lois, recently underwent eye surgery.
Mary, died in November. Don says, “We
with
his wife. Bill hasn’t been in Wooster in
The prognosis is hopeful.
shared many blessings during the 60-plus years
about 20 years. I last talked with him in 2000.
Bob Johnson keeps his schedule as flexible
we were together. The blessings live on
There aren’t many Wooster people living
as possible, so that he’s available to his
through the lives of our family and friends.”
nearby, Bill’s wife reports, but the Korans have
youngest son, who was diagnosed with renal
W hat a rewarding life they led! Married
seen Tom Lykos ’48 in Houston from time to
cancer. Bob himself has been fighting a treat
for 60 years, the Hoffs raised four children
time. Tom chose that location for a successful
able lymphoma, but he’s doing much better
and included several other young people in
law career. We reminisced over having
and finds his energy returning. He was again
the family. Don and M aty enjoyed a dozen
watched Tom play football. He wasn’t the
walking the nearby bike path, looking at the
Elderhostel weeks, a family trip to Mexico, a
tallest man on the team but perhaps the
spring wildflowers, and anxiously awaiting the
trip to Europe, and various outings around
strongest. It was a real pleasure to watch him
migration of the neotropical migrant birds. He
the U.S. O n two occasions, totaling 30
churn out the yards. We talked about the most
planned to attend a weekend birding work
months, they taught English to children and
popular topics of our age group—the good old
shop at Mohican in May.
adults for churches in Japan. Before retiring,
days and the problems associated with getting
Bob has a book recommendation for us:
Don was an engineer for Roswell
older. I really enjoyed our conversation.
Moral Minds by Mark Hauser. Sounds like an
International Corp.
I’ve discovered something to keep me out
enlightening read. Thanks, Bob.
Much as I (Ida Snodgrass Arthurton)
of the pool halls. Remember all of those
A1 Spreng reported that he was still using
have enjoyed being the secretary of the Class
35mm photos that we all shot, 1940s-80s? I
large chunks of his spare time to clean up the
o f ’43 for the last “umpteen” years, I feel the
found a box of a couple of thousand slides in
branches and trees that fell around his house
time has come to give it up and g;ive somebody during a major ice storm in January. He lives
my storage area and a guy who 11put them on
else a chance! My eyesight is getting so poor
a CD/DVD for a nominal fee. But I first have
in a wooded area in town, and about 10 trees
(macular degeneration) that it’s too hard to
to sort them by date. Only about 80% of the
and lots of branches were downed by ice. He
handle this task. W ho will volunteer to take
slides are identified, so I may be awhile.
now has an excellent supply of firewood and
over? Hopefully two of you—a man and a
I managed to get a multiple fracture of my
hopes that global warming will not keep him
woman!
right wrist while walking my dog on an icy
Each year, the magazine’s assistant editor
sidewalk. It’s healing, but slowly. Maybe I ve
tr° Don Coates, our anointed Class Traveler,
sends each secretary the contact information
discovered the secret of how to obtain a longer
recently completed a three-week cruise to
for everyone in that class. The secretary can
life: Each day takes forever!
Patagonia and Antarctica. H e’s running out of
then contact classmates and ask for informa
Jinny Clark and Hank Miller take the
new territory to explore. He had previously
tion or news. Hopefully she or he will also get
prize for being the most mobile pair of 44ers.
seen extreme places near the South Pole and
unsolicited information.
First they had the luxury of a cruise down the
decided it was only fair to give the North Pole
If you’d like to become class secretary,
Amazon to Buenos Aires, with stops in Rio
equal time. So in July he plans to tour and
please write to Jimmy Wilkinson Meyer,
and Montevideo. In Rio they visited the
cmise his way to the Arctic Circle, with side
Assistant Editor, The College of Wooster,
impressive YMCA, founded by Jinny s grand
trips to Finland, Lapland, and Norway.
1189 Beall Ave., Wooster, Ohio 44691-2363.
father! Then there was the trip to Seattle to
Don already explored the fiords and
And any news that you would have sent to me, glaciers of Norway at least once. But as a
see their son and grandchildren, followed by a
please send it to Jimmy instead.
trek through the Northwest, across the route
geologist, he says he can’t get too much of
I trust that you’re all doing as well as can be
of the Lewis and Clark Trail. They celebrated
the spectacular features of our planet. W hile
expected at our ages, and I dearly hope that
one or two or more of you will volunteer to be
secretary for the good ole Class of 43!

1944

Anne Melone Deidrick
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Jinny’s 85th birthday with family in Las Vegas.
Connie Garvin Talkington reports that
she and Bob ’43 are hanging in there. Bob is
sporting a three-wheeled walker with oxygen
attached, and Connie’s anemia persists, hut
they’re still driving and enjoying their inde
pendent living facilities.
After the death of John Clay ’43 last year,
his wife, Peg Reed Clay ’45, and Jean Kelty ’47
Stoneburner decided to do something that
they had done together with their husbands,
namely, go on a cruise. They discovered that
sharing a stateroom was a good test of their
compatibility. Jean enclosed a picture of long
time friends John and Elgin Deidrick in
happier days.
Phid “Mianda” Van Duzer Burger reports
that she played “fuzzy wuzzy” during most of
2006, after husband Jim’s knee surgery, then a
fall en route to the golf course, with more
surgery and a long recovery. Worse was the
death of two of Phid’s younger sisters, within a
month of each other. The blow was devastat
ing, as they were all very close. You are much
in our thoughts, Mianda.
Hope this finds you all content and doing
reasonably well.

1945
Jeanne “Swanee” Swan Garnett
5310 Loruth Terr., Madison, W I53711-2630
NEW! jeannegarnett@yahoo.com

Here’s the rest of my (Jeanne’s) last report,
as promised.
Helen “Polly” Palaschak Porzuc writes
that things are slowing down for her, though
she’s well. Her “dancing partner” has an
injured foot, which Polly hopes will get better
soon. And Washington has cut hours at the
Agriculture Service, so her part-time job has
been curtailed. Polly’s granddaughter, Lacey
(12), enjoys playing the saxophone— a seventh
grader in an eighth grade band. Lacey s father,
Mark Porzuc 78, lives near Polly, and the
family gets together often. A grandson, Jon, is
a junior at New Hampshire U, and another
granddaughter, Mary Elizabeth, lives in
Milford, Ohio.
Bob and Peg Russell Emmons had a great
2006, so their Christmas letter says. Last
January Bob took part in the wedding of a
granddaughter, with the whole family gathered
for the occasion. Last spring another grand
daughter graduated from Lynchburg College.
Yet another granddaughter works as an engi
neer, building aircraft carriers. She got to
spend about a week aboard an aircraft carrierwhile it was out on a training cruise. When
her job was done, she was flown from the
carrier’s deck back to Norfolk—an “awesome”
experience, she says.

1
She applied to be a lifeguard in 1975, with no idea that she would be the first woman
in the position. W hen he agreed to help out a colleague in the late 1980s, golf was his
sport, not swimming. Neither thought that they’d stay in the field for long.
Yet some 20 to 30 years later, Gaye Kelly Robinson 78 and Jim Hornaday ’44 are
still guarding swimmers along the ocean and at poolside. Robinson, now 54 and a lieu
tenant, supervises 20 guards for her first employer, the Atlantic City Beach Patrol
(ACBP). Her son and daughter
have also served in the ACBP.
At age 77, Hornaday lifeguards
at a health club that has six small
pools. He just renewed his certifi
cation for three more years.
Both say they enjoy their jobs
immensely.
Just before Jim Hornaday
retired from teaching middle and
high school near Philadelphia, Pa.,
an acquaintance, who managed
several area pools, mentioned that
he desperately needed lifeguards.
Hornaday says that he agreed to
fill in, and his friend wangled a
provisional certificate.
Hornaday has been guarding
ever since and now swims laps for
exercise— in addition to golfing
and hiking. “I’m not a natural
Robinson on the job in Atlantic City, 2005
athlete,” he admits. “I failed the
certification test the first time.”
Technically part-time, Hornaday happily substitutes for young guards with “a more lively
social life,” he laughs.
To qualify for the ACBP in 1975, Atlantic City native Gaye Kelly had to row a 400pound boat into and over six-foot waves, alone, and swim to a buoy and back, carrying
heavy lifesaving gear. The equipment has gotten lighter, she says, but she now trains
year-round to prepare for the annual test.
The oldest American coastal lifesaving organization, the ACBP still has only about a
dozen women, out of 150 guards. No woman even comes close to Gaye Kelly
Robinson’s service record of 33 years.
Obviously, guarding at the ocean is different than at a pool. “We’re watching water
that moves," Robinson emphasizes, “and we can’t see underwater. We have to know
where the danger spots are and warn folks to stay away from them.”
While she spends much of her day giving routine warnings, Robinson occasionally
pulls people out of danger. She tells of one rescue in seven-foot hurricane seas. “A guard
had told the child’s dad not to let the boy swim. But the kid didn’t listen to the warning.
He got bashed by a wave. Once his feet were off the ground, the backwash grabbed him,
and out he went.
“And out we went after him.”
Hornaday’s stories don’t match Robinson’s for drama. People occasionally lose their
balance and fall into the pool, he says, or parents take their eyes off of their children,
who then get into trouble. Hornaday says that he enjoys watching adults create all kinds
of fun with large inner tubes in the pool. But both guards stress the need for caution
around the water, especially moving water.
No season is the same, Robinson says. But in spite of cold, rain, heat, wind, and rip
tides, in spite of people who ignore the whisded warnings, she says she always wants to
do it all again, next year.
“I get paid to go to the beach every day, all summer long. That’s the best.”
—-Jimmy Wilkinson Meyer
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Memor i es
by Catherine Compton Chase 44
Before World War II, meetings of area
alumni were often held at our large home
in Washington, D.C. How well I remem
ber my older brother, Billy, and I lying on
our tummies by the upstairs banister,
trying our best to watch what was happen
ing downstairs, where 40 to 50 Wooster
alumni had gathered for Alumni Day or
other meetings.
O n those evenings, Billy and I learned
the “Wooster Love Song,” which, accord
ing to my daughter, Helen Kelsey Chase
’69, is hardly sung anymore. I’m glad that I
grew up in the days of that song and of
Color Day and its lovely May pageants.
After all, our mother, Helen Harrington
Compton ’12, was the College’s first May
Queen in 1911.
I also recall when Mother was on the
Board ofTrustees in 1932. She had
arranged for the College to present Lou
Henry Hoover (the country’s First Lady)
with an honorary doctor of laws degree.
Mrs. Hoover’s ancestors had been a part of
the founding of the town of Wooster,
Henry Street was named for her family.
Billy and I (ages 13 and 11) came to
Wooster in Mrs. Hoover’s private railroad
car, similar in function to today’s Air Force
One. We had supper on the train with
Mrs. Hoover—very special!
O f course, it was raining when we
arrived in Wooster the next morning. True
to her style, my mother reassured us all.
“The sun will come out, and the day will
be beautiful.” It was all true, and the day
was perfectly beautiful for Maypole danc
ing and dramatic performances. I will always
remember the excitement of that occasion.

COLOR DAY, 1 9 3 2

Lou Henry Hoover center , flanked by May
Queens Carolyn Gustafson Dix ’32 left &
Elma Sage Morrison ’33
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classmates have that connection.
The Emmonses attended another grand
The Sargents’ daughter, Allison, is in Napa
daughter’s graduation, this one from Georgian
“taking nursing responsibility for about 7,000
Court U in New Jersey cum laude. Since
students,” Mary Jane says, many of whom
they don’t drive much anymore, their daugh
don’t have health insurance.
ter, Cindy, takes them to family events and
Dwight and Margaret Rath Stauffer have
for visits. Thanksgiving found them with
a grandson serving a second tour of duty in
daughter Carol and family in Courtland,
Iraq. We hope that he returns home soon.
N.Y. They spent Christmas at their retire
Dwight has major health problems. Atrial
ment community, where they have many
fibrillation forced him to have defibrillation
caring neighbors. Peg says that 2007 is more
and get a pacemaker. Three hospital visits late
of a stay-at-home year.
last summer were needed to change medica
Mary Jane West Sargent sent a wonderful,
tions. H e feels fine now and hopes to play golf
long letter, catching us up on her life after
this summer.
Wooster. She went to graduate school and
Margie enclosed a Cleveland Plain Dealer
taught hematology at the U of Minnesota
article about their son, Derry ’71. W ith a
Medical School. There Mary Jane met Ed
master’s from the U of Illinois, he passed the
Sargent, who was finishing an ob/gyn resi
patent bar exam in 2000 and is now a patent
dency. They married in 1948 and lived in
attorney. Derry researches patent applica
Austin, Minn., for 10 years, where Ed prac
tions and says his “best job experience was
ticed with the Austin Clinic. They eventually
being complimented by the inventor of an
moved to Marin County, Calif., and Ed
ion-propulsion plasma generator, for my
worked at a multi-specialty clinic.
thorough understanding and accurate
Ed and Mary Jane are retired and have
description in the application.
lived in Mill Valley for many years. They also
Most of the Stauffers spent Christmas
have a place along the coast, Sea Ranch, where
together, enjoying two of the five great-grand
they relax. They warmly welcome Wooster
children. Margie and Dwight don’t drive long
visitors to the San Francisco area. Mary Jane
distances anymore, but their sons get them to
and Ed raised four children, the eldest of
important out-of-town events. They attended
whom was killed in a tragic car accident in
a big Rath family get-together in Connecticut,
1998. They have six grandchildren.
celebrating the 65th wedding anniversary of
Mary Jane cleared up my earlier story on
Charlie ’40 and Betty Kate ’39 Rath.
the rodeo at her family’s Montana cottage.
On May 9 they will ride with Derry and
Some 65-70 years ago, a few cowboys from
his wife, Kathy, to be with son Paul ’75 and his
neighboring ranches came over to their place
family. On May 12 they planned to travel to
one Sunday morning to have a “rodeo.” Since
Washington, D.C., where Paul is in charge of
then the one-day event has become a yearly
the 25th annual meeting of the Society for
reunion celebration of family and friends and
Thermal Medicine, held in conjunction with
has attracted some top professional cowboys.
the World Conference on International
A beautiful hand-tooled saddle, “the Doc
Oncology. Paul is a research professor of
West saddle,” is given to the top cowboy.
hypothermic physics at Duke U Medical
The Sargents’ children lead busy hves.
Preston and Julie are in Seattle. Their son is a Center’s radiation oncology department.
A1 Kean’s note mentions that his walking is
freshman at Colorado College, after spending
hampered by sore hips and his reading clouded
a year after high school visiting Europe and
by cataracts. He and Bev are fine otherwise.
South America. His sister, Hilary is a high
He still preaches occasionally. Did you see the
school senior and another, eighth-grader
great picture of A1 and his family in the spring
Caroline, won a city-wide essay contest, writ
issue of Wooster? A loyal Wooster family.
ing on civil rights. Daughter-in-law Kim and
Margaret Shreve Reiman sent a clipping
her children spent Thanksgiving in Napa
—but no news of herself! The clipping was
with all of the family. Her son, Ian, a sixth
about Helen “Murf” Murray Free, who was
grader, was nominated as a “People-to-People
honored on Apr. 25 with the inaugural Helen
Ambassador” and will go with 300 other
Murray Free Endowed Lecture at the College,
students to Europe this summer. Betsy and
established by Helen’s children. This years
Art enjoy their busy sailing schedule in Los
speaker was Mary Lowe Good. Helen was
Altos, Calif. Betsy is busy with Western/
inducted into the National Inventor s Hall of
Delta retirees, Navy airline reservists, and
Fame in 2000. Among many accomplish
Brown U (Art’s school) alumni.
ments, she developed a “dip-and-read” glucose
She’s also active in the PEO Sisterhood, as
test for diabetics. Helen holds seven patents
is Mary Jane. I’ve been a PEO for 61 years,
for inventions in diagnostics. Congratulations,
and I noticed in Mim Neely Keller’s obituary
Murf, we’re proud of you!
that she, too, was a member. It’s a great educa
Gordon and I have a new great-grandchild,
tional organization. I wonder how many other

« W 0 0 GATHERING IN D.C.
to r, back row Jody Herzog ’02, Ian
O ’Brien-Rupert, Michael O ’Neil, '03s,
Bart Elmor ’04 front row Ethan
W illiams ’03, Heather Herzog, Erin
Skinner, Jane Shull, Lesley Hankin,
Erjona Fatusha, '04s

i

<WEDDING OF JEFFREY PETERS
'7 6 AND FRANCESCA GLUNT ’ 7 8 ,
DEC. 27, 2 0 0 6

Giada Jeanne, bom on Nov. 1, 2006—three
great-grands in one year! We had a wonderful
Christmas. W ith our daughter, Liz, home
from the Netherlands, all of our children were
together, a great reunion. We saw everyone
except Liz’s children, who were unable to get
away from work (one an internal medicine
resident, the other an architect). We missed
them. Gordon and I headed to our summer
home in May. Note my new e-mail address!
Wayne Cliffe wrote that his partner of 44
years died in December after a sudden illness.
Childhood friends of Wayne’s came from
Florida to join him on a cruise to Hawaii and
bring him “respite from reality.”
Stan “Mouse” Morse writes, “I figured it’s
about time to drop a line. My ever-loving wife,
June, and I celebrated our 60th wedding
anniversary on Apr. 5. We thoroughly enjoy
our life in Rancho Mirage, Calif, (near Palm
Springs), where we’ve been for the last 19
years, playing golf at least twice a week. We
both love the warm weather.
“I suffered a stroke about three years ago
that affected my speech slightly and played
havoc with my golf game! But never daunted,
I keep trying...I’ll get back to where I was
some day. Our three sons, in Massachusetts,
Maine, and California, are well and happy, as
are our four grandchildren. One girl lives in
The Cotswolds, England, having married a
young Englishman whom she met in college.
Her brother married an English girl whom he
met in college, but they live in Boston. The
other two are unmarried, one working in
Maine, the other finishing college in Florida.
“Greetings to all of my classmates. I look
forward to seeing you in 2010, for our 65th
reunion. Here’s to our years at good old
Wooster, still the best.” Reach Stan by e-mail,
stanleylmorse@yahoo.com.
The winter issue of Wooster noted the death
of Dorothy Neff Pollock. She was with us
only for one year, but those who knew her

remember her fondly. We send our belated
sympathy to Dorothy’s family.
I (Jeanne) was sorry to read in the last issue
of the death of William D. Johnson. It was so
good to see Bill and Pris Allgyer ’46 Johnson
at our 60th reunion. I hadn’t seen them in
years, so it was a special treat. We send our
deepest sympathy to Pris and her family.

1946

Stan Gault ’48 paid a surprise visit to our
class luncheon during Alumni Weekend. Stan
(who actually started out with our class) and
Flo Kurtz Gault ’48 have established an
endowed scholarship in honor of the Class of
1947 and its 60th reunion. The Gaults made
the gift in the hope that other members of our
class will add to the fund. If you’d like to do
so, send your check to the College with a note
that it’s for the Class of 1947 Scholarship
Endowment.

Sally Wade Olson
4209 Hoffman Dr., Woodbridge, VA 22193
oleysally@aol.com

Our class president, Lois Wieland Jones,
writes of a great family reunion vacation at
Siesta Key, Fla., rich in memories of early visits
to grandparents. Lois’s four “kids,” now in their
50s, came from the East and West Coasts.
Barbara Cooper Strauss has joined the
cataract “club” and enjoys the reward of
brighter colors after surgery.
Our sympathy goes to Eleanor Hadley
Dillon on the death of her sister, Margaret
Hadley ’40. Ellie lives in Boerne, Tex., and
spends most of her time traveling to visit her
four daughters and one son.
Oley and I (Sally) were among the almost
100 Wooster grads and parents who attended
a reception to bid farewell to President Stan
Hales in Washington, D.C., in April. We were
the only ones from the classes of the 1940s.
Hopefully some of the rest of you made it to
one of the other stops that President Hales
made throughout the country.

1947
Cornelia “Cornie”Lybarger Neuswanger
32148 H wy. 34, Wray, CO 80758
Cornelia 1 @maUstation.com

Edith Bender Seaton
102 Greenbrier Dr., Hinton, W V25951
NEW ! ajiaja_seaton@yahoo.com

1948
Betsy Cowles Sprenkle
310 Gardengate Ln., Lompoc, CA 93436
sprenkle@ bestl.net

M e l Snyder McDonald
30507 Rue de la Pierre
Rancho Palos Verdes, C A 90275
melmacrpv@cox.net

A recent phone conversation with Joyce
Jarman Little leaves no doubt that she leads a
busy life. She still sells real estate, plays dupli
cate bridge, and volunteers for the Cleveland
Playhouse. Joyce reports that she and Roger
Truelsen keep in touch via telephone. Roger
resides in Vermont.
Mary KanagwaNegi lives in San Francis
co (another Californian!) and is a retired
“medical tech.” I (Mel) put her in touch with
Rose Kesel Mokodean. (Re-uniting friend
ships is a hidden benefit in this job!)
David Blackshear and his wife built a new
home in Center Sandwich, N.H. They boat
and swim in the summer and snowshoe in the
winter. Dave teaches a Sunday school class of
junior high boys and runs the local community
center.
Flo Kurtz Gault sent a cheery e-mail from
their condo in Florida. All of the family joined
them in Boca Raton for Christmas. Before
heading south, Flo had lunch with Liz Baker
Benson and Anna Syrios. They met at the
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THE W EDDING OF ALEX REED '01 AND
MEREDITH COLLINS ’0 4 , MAY 13, 2 0 0 6
l to r, back row Aaron Fuleki, Kristen
Elkington, '01s, Nathaniel Dean ’02, Dave
Janowicz, Phil Sandifer, '03s, Andy Busch
’02, Courtney W hite '01, Anna Ruley ’06,
Aaron House '04 front row Anne Medlock,
Megan Hancock, ’03s, Sarah Noe, Angela
Manella, '04s, groom bride, Cara Milne
(the celebrant), Kiery Kirchner, '03s,
Rachel Mary Costello '01

Wooster Inn for “good company and wonder
ful food.”
Ann Dorftnan Brundage is recuperating at
home from surgery. She heard from Kathy
Lautenschlager Haun, whose husband died
recently. We extend our sympathy to Kathy.

1949
Evelynn Cheadle Thomas
169 B ayview Circle , Pagosa Springs, CO 81147
eethomas@mailbug. com

None of you wrote, so I’m including parts
of a most interesting letter from Philip and
Dorothy Kempner Martin. They had an
interesting adventure. I wish there was room
to share the entire letter. The Martins live in
Oregon—Lake Owsego, in Mary’s Woods.
They participated in an Interfaith Journey for
Peace to Israel and Palestine. Twenty-two Jews
and Christians from the Portland area went to
see, hear, and experience life in the embattled
Holy Land. The Martins write, “W hen fight
ing erupted between Hezbollah and Israel, the
12 Muslims who were to go with us were
advised that those with Palestinian passports
would face problems entering Israel.
“Our first two nights were at a conference
focusing on reconciliation among the Arabs
and Jews. We visited an active kibbutz that
was started in 1949. The next day we visited
Neve Shalom, the only intentional community
in Israel with equal numbers of Arab and
Jewish families living together. The children
are taught by team teachers, one Jewish and
one Arab, speaking in both languages.
“In Jerusalem we had presentations by
speakers each day and visited key Jewish and
Muslim sites. Speakers included the president
of Arab University and an ethics professor
from an Israeli Yeshiva (seminary). We talked
with journalists and other notable people from
both sides who are working for reconciliation.
We met with activists working on behalf of
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the Arabs, including the leader of Rabbis for
Human Rights, a group working to protect
and defend the Arabs as they deal with harassment by the Israeli government. That rabbi
has stood in front of many bulldozers coming
to demolish the homes of Arab families.
“We visited a school in Jerusalem where
equal numbers of Jewish and Arab children
learn and work together with Jewish and Arab
teachers. One girl looked at us with her beautifiil eyes and said matter-of-factly, ‘We’re all
alike.’ Yes, we couldn’t tell one child’s culture
from the other.
“We came home with greater understand
ing of the perspectives, historical and current,
of both the Jews/Zionists and the Arabs/Muslims We realize the complex situation of the
people in this part of the Middle East. In the
process, much hurt and injustice is inflicted by
and upon each side. People here ask us, ‘Do we
have hope?’ Yes! We saw many people express
ing hope in words and actions. Time and
again, we were told, ‘Go home and tell your
people we want peace.’We recommend Jimmy
Carter’s book, Palestine: Peace Not Apartheid,
which we found congruent with our experiences.
“Are we glad we went? Yes! It was one of
the outstanding experiences of our lives. Those
who went have pledged to continue to work
together in whatever ways we can to support
the efforts of those in Israel and Palestine who
are committed to working toward reconcilia
tion of these two deeply wounded peoples who
have fought for centuries.
Philip ended his letter with these words,
“And there is so much of God’s presence in
seemingly small transactions of service, of
friendship, of caring interactions with strangers
and in actions of integrity and grace.”
I (Evelynn) felt encouraged by his words.
This has been a difficult year for me,
healthwise, but I’m now on the mend and
learning to live with chronic kidney disease.

We have wonderful, caring doctors in our
corner of Colorado, and we’re glad we are
here. Bob’s yearly check-up for colon cancer
came out with everything negative, so that’s a
big thank you.
Have a wonderful summer. We always have
a guest room that is ready and waiting, should
any of you come this way. Love to all of you
dear classmates.

1950
Janice “Jay” Wilson George
19476 N. Coyote Lakes Pkwy., Surprise , A Z 85374

A classmate from whom I (Jay) had not
heard for a while was Genia“Beenie”
Colflesh Hilbrink. She resorted to some
belated Christmas greetings (as did I). Besides
visits to family in Wisconsin and Arizona,
Beenie enjoyed a trip to the Netherlands last
June with a granddaughter and daughter-inlaw. Beenie’s father and uncle had emigrated
from there in the early 1900s. Besides seeing
the traditional highlights, Beenie visited
Rembrandt’s 400th birthday exhibit at the
Rijksmuseum. At home she had a great time
redecorating her bedroom with new colors and
furniture, making it “walker friendly.
I did a bit of redecorating myself this past
winter, after having the entire exterior of my
house done. It’s hard to believe that this is my
10th year here. Under the bed in the room
that I redid, I discovered a long-ignored box of
stuff, which started me on a file-purging
shred-a-thon, with lots of interesting discover
ies. Among them were five copies of a penand-ink sketch of Memorial Chapel sent to
my mother in the 1960s by classmates of my
father! Bill ’48 and I got married in that
chapel, and I thought I recalled that Tom and
Ellie Wright Bousman were married there.
Sending one of the prints to Tom elicited a
prompt phone call. Last year brought him
several health problems, but he was thankful

for the help of his two daughters (one lives in
Norway). He was feeling pretty perky by
March. Tom has recently made two more
C.O.W. connections in his community.
He asks for prayers for his sister, Martha
Ann “Mab” Bousman Voelkel ’56, who
suffered a brain aneurysm in March while
visiting her son in Boston. Mab lives near
Tom, and they’ve done a lot together, includ
ing going on a concert choir trip to Europe.
Another classmate with health problems
last year was Lynn Beier Hartwell. Her issues
included shingles, ulcers, and hand surgery.
But before these hit, Lynn had done the
Panama Canal, Costa Rica, and some of
Mexico. She also visited Santa Fe for concerts,
opera, and sightseeing, and headed to Las
Vegas and Pahmmp for Christmas.
I also took in Vegas, Death Valley, and
Pahmmp, in February. Scotty’s Castle in
Death Valley is a fascinating place— a true
castle in the middle of nowhere. Pahmmp
boasts one of only two wineries in Nevada.
They import the grapes from California. Our
stay in Vegas allowed me to have dinner with
our son, who lives there now.

1951
M ax Selby
30200 Crestview Dr., Bay Village, O H 44140
maxselby@gmail. com

Janet Evans Smith
121 Cherry St., Perrysburg, O H 43551
janet@ evans-sm ith.us

Jane Murray Shaffer ’53 writes of the death
of her spouse. “Bill Shaffer left his home early
on Friday, Feb. 23,2007, to play a gig with
Gabriel. If you listen carefully, you might hear
them playing a choms o f‘W hen the Saints
Go Marching In.’” Bill retired from RCA in
1987 and spent the last 25 years involved in
the space program in Florida. But music was
bis life. No matter where he lived, he was
active in musical groups—local bands, orches
tras, and jazz groups. Recendy he played in the
Charlottesville Municipal Band and the USO
Orchestra. We send our sympathies.
Web and Nancy Bachtell Lewis traveled
the roads of high adventure in 2006. Nancy
says that in February they joined a small group
traveling to South America and visited Machu
Picchu, other Inca sites, and Cusco. Web
Wade it to the top of Machu Picchu—twice.
They had dinner with a Peruvian family,
eating guinea pig, a local delicacy. The trip also
included a visit to the Galapagos Islands,
living on the boat and taking day trips. Nancy'
said it was like being inside a living zoo. They
also toured the Darwin Research Station and
Quito, the capital of Ecuador.
After attending our 55 th reunion last

summer, the Lewises went to Salt Lake
City in July to participate in their sixth
annual wildlife family conference. The
conference focuses on environmental expe
riences and education, from birds to wolves,
hiking, horseback riding, mountain biking,
garden studies, and contacts with great
people from nearly every state. Web had a
second hip replacement after Thanksgiving
and was working hard in PT, to get back to
his golf game.
Janne Staller Platt responded to our
Christmas letter plea (hurray and thanks!).
Janne and her husband, Kalvin, went to
Delaware with the Cultural Landscape
Foundation. Kalvin’s firm, The SWA Group,
received many honors for their work in plan
ning and landscape architecture. They also are
members of the Trust for Public Land and the
Urban Land Institute. Janne is active in the
League of Women Voters. The Plattes have
had the pleasure of seeing two grandchildren
graduate from high school and begin their
college experiences.
A note from Lynn Roadarmel Kowalske
told of fun holiday family gatherings in Texas,
Florida, and Georgia. W ith lots of travel but
wonderful events, Lynn says it was a Norman
Rockwell” Christmas.
I (Jan) have a few notes from a Wooster
Round Robin group. Helen Gurley
Heinmiller writes that she is one of a group
working on a quilting project being made for
their community’s annual fall fair raffle (I
believe she said the pattern is Blue Streak).
After some health difficulties, Helen reports
that she’s much improved. Allen Heinmiller
was looking for an Elderhostel getaway.
Mary “Billie” Billett and Dave MacMillin
made a “circle tour” in March around New
York and Virginia to visit children, do some
sightseeing, and see old friends. Billie enjoys
singing in her church choir and with the
Concord Chorale, which offered Elijah in
May.
Lynn Wunder and Bill Lankton escaped
the February cold snap with a trip to Arizona
and continued on to Denver to attend a
retired clergy conference. Lynn says their
retirement is full and never dull church
activities, friends, and shoveling snow keep
them on the go.
Ann Bishop Charles writes of the pleasure
of being with family over the holidays and of
reunion time with her sister and many
nephews, nieces, grandnephews, and grand
nieces. Ann speaks highly of her retirement
community, especially their support after the
recent loss of a dear friend. She is a faithful,
long-time docent at the Reynolds Mansion/
American Art Museum in Winston-Salem.
Duplicate bridge anyone?

1952
Nancy Campbell Brown
1220 Portage Rd., Wooster, O H 44691-2042

Warren M . Swager Jr.
P.O. Box 555, Sheridan, M T 59749-0555
’wcsvjager@3rivers.net

Stu and Jo Slocum ’54 Elder were excited
for the return of spring this year, a news article
tells us. They were anticipating rejoining
members of the Flatlanders Bike Club on a
bike trip to Clyde, Ohio, and back to their
home in Fremont, Ohio, 17 miles. Former
teachers, they came to biking later in life. Stu
and Jo were both active in Boy Scouts, when
their sons were active and afterward. Stu first
rode with a few other scout leaders, 10- to 15mile morning rides and a two-day event from
Columbus to Portsmouth and back.
After retirement, Stu worked at Schwinn
Cyclery for two years and got more involved.
Jo wasn’t impressed at first but gained an inter
est when their new VW came with a moun
tain bike and roof rack. They’ve enjoyed many
trails, local and around Ohio, and often take
their bikes on vacation. The Elders have a fist
of new trails to try, including Jo’s dream jour
ney around Lake Superior. Stu also wishes to
go back to Thailand (but not by bicycle!),
where he grew up with his missionary parents.
The Elders sing in the church choir and
play hand bells. Their children are scattered in
Vermont, South Carolina, and Georgia. Stu
and Jo enjoy visiting with Ross and Cinny
Stetson Gooch, ’54s, in Wooster.
Philip H. Wile, jwpw529@msn.com, will
retire as professor of law, emeritus, from
McGeorge School of Law in Sacramento,
Calif., on Aug. 31. He has already moved to
Ashland, Ore.
Ed Dunlap saw Dave Palmer on Feb. 14
at a Wooster luncheon, where President Stan
Hales was the speaker. Ed attended his 52nd
Elderhostel in March in Sarasota, Fla. It
focused on “Reds and Pirates.”
John Frey retired from his landscape
architecture practice last year. H e serves on
several groups in Lexington, Mass., includ
ing the tree committee (of which he was
chair) and the civic improvement committee.
John and his wife, Wilma, are active hikers,
backpackers, and cyclists. They have four
daughters and six grandchildren.

1953
Don Orr
13460 M arlette Dr., L a M irada, CA 90638-2813
DorrScot@ verizon.net

Nona S. Taylor
110 Echo Way, Statesboro, GA 30458
nstaylor@Jrontiernet.net

A CD of Brahms’ Requiem sent recently by
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C lassN otes
> WEDDING OF MARK CLAAR &
HEATHER SIMPSON ’91,
JUNE 10, 2006
l to r Johnine McCracken
Simpson '62, bride, William
Simpson '60, groom

>>1954 MINI-REUNION, BREVftRD, N.C
L TO R, BACK ROW Howard

Boyd ’57,
Gordon Hall, Sylvia Tillotson,
John Cato, Jack
Wakeley middle row Betty Boyd,
Marilyn Miller, Grace Hall,
Russell Tillotson, Charlotte Cato,
Sue Wakeley Front row Lemuel
Miller, Mary George,
Harriet Locke

Helen “Mossy” Mossbarger Friend is playing
softly while I (Nona) work. The piece was
sung in March by the Lorain County Civic
and Collegiate Chorales. Mossy and Lucy
Turrittin, JimTurrittin’s wife, both sing in the
Civic Chorale. Singing, however, is only one of
the things the class has been up to.
Bill ’52 and Liz Blumberg Hubbarth
called a long European cruise physical therapy,
while Bill’s new titanium left knee got
acquainted with its older brother on the right.
Later, after Liz’s successful double cataract
surgery, she marveled, “How much brighter
the world looks!” (Think how the eight coun
tries that the Hubbarths visited might have
looked with those new lenses!)
Their Christmas photo shows Liz and Bill
dwarfed in front of a grotesquely smiling gnome
awaiting them on one of the foreign docks (a
gnome from which they likely could neither run
nor see clearly). Liz’s nerves waited to quiver in
earnest until she reached Sri Lanka on a later
gem and mineral expedition.' Being checked for
bombs,” she notes, “was a little scary.”
Now picture petite Jean Bangham tucked
under the benevolent wing of a monk in
Bhutan. Jean’s Elderhostel group learned about
the history and culture of the small Buddhist
country. If you haven’t visited recently, dust off
your adas to find Bhutan, quite a distant desti
nation for an Elderhostel. Jean’s weekly hikes
in the Smokies must have toned her muscles
for the country’s high peaks. She keeps her
brain toned with classes at the Oak Ridge
Institute for Continued Learning.
Don and Marilou Darone Pehrson had
two more small reasons last year to stay home:
baby girls Lindsey Joy and Walker Grace. The
little ones upped the Pehrsons’ total to nine
grandsons and six granddaughters— 11 of
them under 7 years old. Marilu writes, “Even
graduating to wearing ‘pull-ups’ is an occasion
to celebrate!” All except two of the children
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live within easy visiting distance.
In Jan. 2006, black ice rendered Margret
“Mike” Beekel’s right arm incapable of doing
much of anything except heal, after Mike took
a spectacular spin on the ice near the garage.
She might have been trying the Ice Queen
Dance with a plastic snow shovel totaled in
the accident. Mike reports, “There M owed
eight weeks of boredom, great frustration, and
some discomfort after physical therapy started.
The last skill to be regained was that of writ
ing ” Friends were willing chauffeurs and
companions to Elderhostel trips to Charleston,
S C North Carolina’s Biltmore Estates, and
Canada’s Stratford Shakespeare Festival. At
the latter, for once, Mike says, the dining may
have been more interesting than the plays.
Barbara Langdon Clayton remarks that
her days are M . She works two mornings a
week at Muirhead, a small, family-owned
specialty food business; does projects at
church; and keeps track of her two sons and
their families, as well as old friends. Bobbie
also does work that was begun several years
ago by friends in Colorado, Unking hospice
with a chnic in Ecuador. W ith the help of a
local hospice group, she collects medical
supphes that have been opened for patients but
not used. Bobbie stores these in her basement,
which she claims resembles a shipping center.
Target stores ship the supphes to Colorado,
and the U.S. government sees that they are
dehvered to Ecuador.
J’jyi about to invent a. Class Notes Prize,
and the first winner is Marleen Bengel
Varner. She sent a newspaper photo of Don
Kemp, USN-Ret., after his installation last
December as chaplain of the Mihtary Officers
Association of America, the Imperial Polk
County (Fla.) Chapter.
Marleen sent Christmas greetings with
news of her family and volunteer work, using
small type for lots of news. She got new bilat

eral knees in January and by April was at a
meeting in Virginia that included a dinner
date with Tania Chirikov Moser. Back in
Florida, she spotted a letter from Whit Weihe
to the editor of The Lakeland Ledger, tracked
W hit down, and discovered that he, the
Kemps, and Marleen all have tickets to
Florida Southern College concerts. “No doubt
we’ll hook up there soon,” Marleen says.
(W hit was expecting a visit from Sandy
Wishart in April.)
Marleen’s most recent e-mail notes that
her M -tim e address is again 257 Wiggins
Creek Dr., Sewanee,TN 37375.1 salute our
news maven!
Maqorie Jillson pubhshed a book of poetry,
Patterns o f Light (Iuniverse). The book has a
Christian theme, Maijorie says, and deals with
some “tough stuff.” It’s available from Barnes
and Noble, either at a store or onUne. After
being ill for some time, Marjorie has finally
been diagnosed, with myasthenia gravis. She’s
having trouble finding the right medicine.
June 5-8, 2008, approaches quickly. Save
the dates for our 55th reunion.

1954
Gordon H all
33074 Hidden H ollow Ct., North Ridgeville, O H
44039, gragoretl@aol.com

Jo Slocum Elder has taken up a new
hobby in the past few years with her husband,
Stu Elder ’52. See the 1952 column for details.
Howard’ 57 and Betty Gwynn Boyd
informed me (Gordon) that Ivan Orloff, the
husband of Barbara Gwynn Orloff, passed
away on Jan. 29 after a 12-year battle with
cancer. Barbara has moved to Carriage Inn,
2805 Lake Rd., Apt. 301, Huntsville, TX
77340, near their three daughters and two
grandchildren.
After nearly five years of battling cancer,

THE WEDDING OF MOLLY MORELAND AND BARTON MYERS, ’0 3 S , MAY 2 6 , 2 0 0 6
l to r, back row Paul M cG rane ’03, Jeff Roche (history), Eric F illin g e r '0 3 , A nnabell H a essle r ’05,
Jimmy W ilkin so n M eyer (W ooster), C a rroll Meyer (W estm inster Presbyterian C hurch), C h ristie
Egnatuk, Jen N ovicki Legg, C linton Braganza, G abe Thom pson, ’03s front row Lisa W atts (form er
editor, Wooster), Jon H o n e fe n g e r ’04, Katy M cKee Knoop, M ichael Knoop, ’03s, bride, groom ,
Jenny Bayuk, M argaret Stigler, N icole DeSantis, Barbara P atrick T hom pson, ’03s

Mildred Bradley Sears died on Feb. 1. Her
daughter, Peggy Sears Kroen, wishes to hear
from Mildred’s college friends about their
college days, at pkroen@att.net.
We send our condolences to these families.
Thanks to an invitation from Lemuel
and Marilyn Van Meter Miller, a reunion
of southwestern North Carolina classmates
came about on Mar. 29. Eleven classmates
and three spouses gathered for lunch and
conversation at the Womble Inn in Brevard,
N.C., where Howard ’57 and Betty Gwynn
Boyd reside (see photo, p. 40). Dr. John
Cato and his wife, Charlotte, were the
youngest looking couple in the group.
John is a member of the board of trustees
of Warren Wilson College. His address is 520
4th Ave., Hendersonville, NC 28739. After a
year and a half at Wooster, John continued his
studies at Haverford College and in seminary.
He’s currently the chaplain at Hunter College.
Harriet Refo Locke of Bristol, Tenn., had
the longest drive to attend the mini-reunion.
Harriet is an avid hiker, at home or away.
Jack and Sue Reed Wakeley also hike
regularly. They celebrated their 50th wedding
anniversary last September in Thailand. The
highlight was riding elephants. Jack skipped
track practice at Western Carolina U in order
to attend this March gathering. He’s coached

the sprinters there for 10 years since he retired.
Mary Lee George rode with the Rev.
Russell and Sylvia Buttrey HuningTillotson
to Brevard. (Mary has been legally blind for a
number of years.) Mary now goes by the
name, “Amiga.” She has two daughters and
two sons, scattered around the country. She
transferred to the U of North Carolina after
our sophomore year.
The Tillotsons performed on the violin and
as clowns for the Deerfield Retirement Com
munity in their home city of Asheville, N.C.,
later in the spring.
Lem and Marilyn Miller invited Grace and
Gordon Hall to join them for an evening meal
at their home after the March reunion.
Marilyn served homemade blueberry pie made
with large, wild berries that she had picked.
Their home is delightfully situated in the
mountains of southwestern North Carolina,
three miles from Brevard. Marilyn also loves to
hike and gardens an area that Lem has
terraced. They’ve adopted two dogs and a cat
from animal shelters. Occasionally they spot a
bear, from the safety of their family room.
Marilyn passed on to your secretary a letter
from Dr. Charles Paul, advising he and his
wife, Arlene, would not be able to join the
reunion since they would be visiting relatives
in West Virginia at the time. Charles, a.k.a.

“Chic,” transferred to the U of Pittsburgh after
our junior year and earned a D.D.S. in 1957.
He later completed a residency in orthodontics.
Chic, Jim Homer, and Bisham Parmar ’55
had a week-long reunion several years ago.
Bisham transferred to M.I.T. after our junior
year. He worked for Exxon in the Far East for
many years and later for a French company in
South America. Bisham and his wife, Kathie,
live at 7304 Elta Vista, Carlsbad, CA 92009.
David Petterson lives in Pinehurst, N.C.,
and sent a note expressing his regrets that he
and his wife, Irene, were unable to attend. Sam
and Nancy Brunner Fletcher had guests and
were not available.
Class co-presidents Ross and Cynthia
Stetson Gooch participated in a Collegesponsored faculty and student trip to the Div.
Ill final four basketball tournament in Salem,
Va., in March. (The Scots sadly did not
advance to the finals.)

1955
Nancy Mutch Donald
161 Lake Breeze Pk., Rochester, N Y 14622-1946
nomodonald@yahoo.com

Fran Bauer Parker
715 S. Webster St., Jackson, M I 49203-1637
jjparker@ameritech.net
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Dave Custis writes, “Joan and I enjoyed a
visit from Harry ’57 and Martha Yost Cornish
’58 for four days, during their trip to Florida in
February. Harry began with our class, but
following military service came back to
Wooster and graduated in ’57. He decided to
keep that as his class year.
“We showed them the special sights here
in beautiful Tallahassee (Florida’s capital). As
lifelong Marylanders, Joan and I moved here
six years ago. Tallahassee has two universities
and a community college. Florida State U
has one of the top five music colleges in the
country. We benefit by hearing many great
concerts throughout the school year.
“Our 55th reunion will be here before we
know it!” Dave concludes.

1956
Pat Young
464 E. Highland A ve., Wooster, O H 44691-9249
NEW ! Pjyoung52@sssnet.com

Classmates: Take note of the change in my
(Pat’s) e-mail address. This took place on Mar.
29. If you sent e-mails to me and got no reply,
they may have disappeared in the switch.
Please try the new address.
Our sincere sympathy goes to the family of
Colin “Bud” Campbell of Pittsburg, Calif.
Bud passed away on Apr. 15. Surviving are his
wife, Mary Jo, a daughter, and two grandchil
dren. At the College, Bud was involved in
theater productions and intermural sports. His
interest in the theater extended into drama
ministry at church. An obituary will follow at a
later date.
Last fall Bob Black was asked to fill a
vacancy on the College Alumni Board. He
and Hope Hunter Black attended their first
meeting in November and were on campus
again for the April meeting. Gene Grim,
Jan Douglas Grim, and I had brunch with
the Blacks on Sunday after the board
adjourned.
The Alumni Board meetings are an oppor
tunity for Bob and Hope to keep up-to-date
on important matters at the College and a
resource for classmates with questions or
concerns. The board is looking for people
who would like to have their names given
to the nominating committee for future serv
ice. It’s also seeking candidates for future
Distinguished Alumni Awards.
Contact Bob and Hope for more informa
tion. They also encourage us to assist them
in identifying prospective students for the
College. Find the Blacks at 15 Saddle Ct.,
Bedford, NY 10506-2014 or hopebobi®
attglobal.net.
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1957
Anne Kelso Johnson

Living Stronger

78 White TailR d., Murphysboro, IL 62966-6416
work: ajohnson2@siumed.edu
home: (618) 528-4552, ajohnson@globaleyes.net

We have news of BobTobey, who’s a life
coach and founder of Break-throughs. His
promotional material says, Our shared desti
nation is, ‘Living our legacy to the fullest!
Check it out, at www.break-throughs.com.

1958
Anne Gieser H unt
3943 N. Christiana A ve., Chicago, IL 60618-3316
aghunt@earthlink.net

l to r Joe Catino '74 and Ken

Plusquellec '57, Alumni Weekend

Robert Carter
20321 Sterling Bay Ln. W., A pt. A , Cornelius, N C
28031, lseryl938@yahoo.com

Greetings from the wet green edge of the
L.C. Bowles Memorial Golf Course. I (Anne)
am in Wooster for the reunion planning meet
ing and am happy to report that the golf
course opened on Apr. 1. It remains available
to students and faculty, for now. There was
concern earlier this year about its possible clos
ing or new use. Several classmates wrote letters
to trustees voicing their support for this
unusual offering among colleges and for the
opportunity for outdoor activity it provides.
Judy Pennock McCullough recalled
singing in a memorable performance of Bach’s
St Matthew Passion at Wooster. “I truly
thought I had left the earth during the singing
of that music. At the end, I couldn’t stand to
talk to anyone. I ran out the door, across the
campus, and went out on the golf course alone.
The stars were brilliant, and God held me
close with that music still ringing in my ears. It
is holy space.”
Nancy Calderwood Carleton remembers
one “indelible memory from Wooster: a glori
ous day in early spring, walking out on the golf
course, experiencing perfect peace and free
dom, respite from the demands of study. Is the
need for land/space to be ‘productive’ for
something with an economic payback so
compelling in our society that we undervalue
the opportunity to experience solitude,
expanses of open space, and sky (without
having to travel great distances)?” she asks.
Come see for yourself at the reunion, June
5-8, 2008. Here are a few early responders
who plan to attend: Dale Bailey, Ken Heaps,
Dave Martin, Dave Roth, PegJemison
Sm ith, Janie Thompson, Bob Calhoon,
Roger Hall, Nancy Shea Metcalf, Mary Ellen
Orton Miller, Rosemary Dodson, Elizabeth
Muncy Hauenstein, Anne Marsh Hoenig,
Dave Kuebbeler, Don Dixon and Madeleine
“Manou” Alquier Martinot. Manou was the
French department assistant and lived in the

For someone who is uncertain exactiy
how long he has to live, Ken Plusquellec
’57, the College’s dean of students from
1975-2001, says he is remarkably upbeat.
He knows the prognosis for kidney cancer
is not good.
Plusquellec was diagnosed in December,
has undergone surgery, and is now taking
Nexavar, the first new drug to be developed
for kidney cancer in more than a decade.
W hen Plusquellec received the spring issue
of Wooster, he learned that the head of the
BayerHealthCare team that developed
Nexavar was Joe Catino ’74. A student
when Plusquellec was associate dean of
students, Catino was a recipient of the
Alumni Association’s 2007 Distinguished
Alumni Award.
But the connection didn’t hit him hard
until Plusquellec spent time with Catino
and his wife, Elizabeth Ukena Catino 75
during Alumni Weekend.
The drug, which works by redirecting
the signals that tell cancer cells to grow,
may keep the cancer from spreading.
Taking Nexavar has lengthened
Plusquellec’s life.
But reconnecting with Joe Catino has
strengthened it, he says.
“I’ve been positive about this whole
thing,” says Plusquellec. “But I didn’t want
to hear about or get involved in anyone
else’s experiences with cancer. Joe got
involved and made a difference to the
world, and to me. Now I need to get out of
myself and make a connection with other
cancer survivors.”
Until this encounter, Catino only inter
acted with people taking Nexavar at large,
anonymous patient advocate meetings.
“The connection to Ken is a very personal
one, for both of us,” says Catino.
K. Crosbie

French House. She’s coming from France!
Other French House residents are busy
making plans. Anyone out there know the
whereabouts of Wilson Jones? Jim Porter is
trying to track him down.
We’ve put Sally Dunn Springett’s name
on our list of potential entertainment for the
reunion. “I’m producing a melodrama, ‘Holder
Posey the Felonious Photographer or Step
Into My Darkroom and We’ll See W hat
Develops’,” she writes from her Rochester,
N.Y., office. “It’s fun—the director is even
older than I am. We give the audience free
popcorn and encourage them to throw it at the
villain. Everyone has a good time, and we
make lots of money.”
George McClure sends a long letter
chronicling major changes for himself and his
wife, Lynne Bischof McClure ’62. Last fall
they moved from the home that they’d built in
1986, in Santa Rosa, Calif., overlooking rolling
vineyards and distant Hood Mountain. Space
became available at Friends House, a small
retirement community nearby, just as a some
one offered the McClures a fair price for their
place. “We purchased his and hers one-bed
room apartments. Relax, no explanation
needed. It’s all very practical, and we could
save even more junk,” he writes.
All was going well until Lynne was diag
nosed with malignant ductile carcinoma,
followed by surgery, chemo, and radiation. She
reluctantly left the Sonoma Developmental
Center, where she’d worked for 27 years.
George has Parkinson’s disease, which is
progressing on schedule.
Just months ago, the McClures were hiking
nearby trails. Friends House provides wonder
ful support, George acknowledges. The com
munity is strongly influenced by Quaker values
and has a left tilt politically. “We feel right at
home,” he writes. George reads botany and
history books to a 96-year old, is trying to
form his own singing group, and does “open
mike” guitar accompaniment. Sixty people
showed up for his recent piano recital. George
put together 150 images for a PowerPoint
show of his life, complete with old recordings
of him singing or playing or lecturing students.
"If I must say so (and I must), I was a sensa
tion!” he concludes. Contact George at 684
Bencia Dr., Santa Rosa, CA 95409 or
gmcclure@vom.com.
Larry Rupp is back in touch. He’s still in
New Hampshire, skiing, gardening, kayaking,
fishing in his Adirondack guide boat, and
riding his EZ3 recumbent tricycle with an
electric hub motor (until he rode it through a puddle and burned out the motor). Having
followed the development of the automated
defibrillator while working for Emergency
Medical Services, he ordered a Heart Start

home model as his Christmas present to
himself and his wife, Gail. (Bring it to the
reunion, Larry!) He continues to be active in
U.S. overpopulation issues and assist in border
control as a member of the Minuteman Civil
Defense Corp. Larry also gives presentations
on petroleum production.
Larry Springer died on Apr. 30 of compli
cations of cancer. He was a lawyer in a firm in
Youngstown, Ohio, and lived in Boardman.
His wife preceded him in death.

1959
Nancy McCarthy
188 Cafferty Rd., Pipersville, PA 18947
nbmczog@aol.com

Ginny Wenger Moser
8201 Greeley Blvd., Springfield, VA 22152
(703) 451-7469, ginny.guide@ verizon.net

Don “Cash” Register was installed as the
moderator of the Presbytery of Chicago in
February, according to a news article. Cash
told the reporter that he wants to foster a
passion for justice and for working with youth,
to encourage their higher education. His goal
for 2007 is, “Together we can do more.” He
said he wants to be involved in the partnership
between the Chicago Presbytery and the pres
bytery in Havana, Cuba, and stay active with
the Middle East Task Force.
Cash was in the D.C. area on Mar. 6 to see
his son, John, receive the John Hearnes Award
from the American Association for Persons
with Disabilities. John, who was introduced by
the secretary of the Veterans Administration,
works with veteran amputees returning from
Afghanistan and Iraq. Cash says, “Unless we
come to our good senses as a nation, it would
appear they will be very busy for an awfully
long time.” (Cash’s other son, Mark, a Ph.D.
psychologist with the V.A. in Jacksonville, Fla.,
works primarily with veterans of the Korean
and Vietnam conflicts.) Joining the Registers
at the ceremony were Ray Machesney and
Doug Cochrane (also members of Third
Section).
Wooster President Stan Hales visited
Washington in April, and among those in
attendance (in a crowd of about 100) were
Marilyn Charles and husband Reuben
Simmons and Ginny Wenger Moser and
husband Moe. In the recollections of his time
at Wooster and the facts and figures he
recounted, Hales astounded us with the fact
that the 2006-07 Scot band had 180 members!
Imagine that—one 10th of the student body,
in the band. The number of pipers was up to
40. For Ginny, as a band member in the late
’50s, this is mind-boggling. The sight of that
spectacle entering the stadium seems in itself
to be worth a trip back to campus! The other

surprising fact that President Hales shared was
that the D.C. area has more alumni than any
other area of the U.S.—or the world.
A recent business trip to Washington by
Muriel Rice Roberts was an occasion for a
group of classmates to gather at Union Station
for a luncheon reunion. Joining Muriel were
five local alumnae: Marilyn Charles, Peg True,
Joan Becker Bissell, Susan Baker Toth, and
Ginny Wenger Moser. In addition to the usual
updating of peoples’ lives, the group discussed
their various experiences living through the
same periods of momentous historical
events—the Civil Rights movement, changes
in women’s issues, 9/11 and its aftermath,
etc.—and books they were reading.
Muriel lives in Pocatello, Idaho, and is a
representative for the National Assessment of
Educational Progress (NAEP). She travels
extensively in the Western states (including
Hawaii frequently—lucky Muriel!), assessing
how well schools meet various standards. The
NAEP headquarters is in Rockville, Md., and
Muriel regularly gets to the area for meetings.
In her “spare” time, she’s active in the League
of Women Voters, statewide, and in her
Unitarian church.
O f the six classmates who gathered for
lunch, four had lived together in the old
Westminster Cottage in their freshman year:
Muriel, Peg, Susan, and Marilyn. Because of the
strong connections we formed during that year
(stronger even than our women’s club bonds), an
effort will be made during our 50th reunion to
set aside time for Third-Floor Compton,
Hoover Cottage, Miller Manor, Westminster
Cottage, and Scott Cottage women (with their
spouses and others) to socialize and have photos
taken. (Are we missing any?)
A nice note from Alice Graham Silver
explains that she recently remarried, after 12
years on her own. She and Tom Byrnes were
married in a small family ceremony on Dec.
29, in the middle of one of the many blizzards
Denver had last winter. They spent a month
housesitting in Cyprus for Alice’s sister and
plan on traveling some more. Alice’s term as
moderator of the Rocky Mountain UCC
ended last June. Since she no longer has that
obligation, which has kept her away from Woo
reunions, Alice indicates that she may even
make it to our 50th.
We (Ginny and Nancy) urge all of you to
put it on your calendars and plan to come. We
have set out to help classmates connect with
people they were close to in college.

1960
Nancy Brown Tyburski
130 Brookview Dr. S. W., North Canton, O H 44709
nancyty4@aol.com
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WEDDING OF KRISTEN CHAPIN ’0 2 &
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Jo© Zombek 01, Lindsay Russell Zombek
’02, Julie G ruber '03, Jim Robertson, Ginny Coates
Robertson, '69s, Doug Clough ’71, Sonia Gustafson 02
middle row Jeff Binder, Hannaiori Bates, '03s, Meris
Mandernach '01, Kristin Walley Fallow, Brook Patten,
’02s, Emily Martin, Amy Gerber Doerfler, ’03s, Matt
Doerfler front row David Pugh, Betty Lewis Pugh, ’73s,
groom, bride, Marge Coates Chapin, Ray Chapin, 72s
l to r, back row

Vicky Fritschi
16 K ing Philip Tr., Norfolk, MA 02056-1406
vfritschi@netzero.com

At the Medical College of Wisconsin’s
commencement ceremony, the medical college
honored Jane Morley Kotchen, M.D., profes
sor of population health and director of epi
demiology, with a Distinguished Service
Award, the school’s highest faculty honor. A
press release cites Jane’s educational leadership,
her dedication to the career development of
clinical researchers, and her impact on
epidemiological study. An international leader
in her field, she developed and directed the
master’s program in epidemiology. She holds
an appointment as professor of medicine and
was named Outstanding Teacher of the Year
in 2005 by the Medical College Graduate
Student Association.
Jane’s research focuses on women’s health
and high blood pressure in African Americans.
She was the local principal investigator for the
national Women’s Health Initiative (W HI)
clinical trial and observational study and is a
site investigator for the W H I Memory Study
and its Study of Cognitive Aging. Jane also
collaborates on studies about the effects of
gender and race on hypertension.

1961
Larry Vodra
51 H igh Ridge Rd„ Brookfield, C T 06804-3517
JLVodra@aol.com

Kathie Doob Sakenfeld will give a lecture
at Wooster as part of a public religious series
this autumn. She’ll be on sabbatical from
Princeton U then, good timing. Kathie was
recommended to the planning team for this
series by Mary Baird, widow of J. Arthur
Baird (economics, religion). Kathie worked as
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a religion department assistant at Wooster and
got to know the Bairds. It will be her first time
back to Wooster since our 20th reunion (in the
last century!). Shes anxious to see all of the
changes.
Trudy Patterson Colflesh has a bunch of
boxes filled with memorabilia from her own
and her mother’s days in Wooster. A few years
ago, Trudy wrote a book for her mother’s 80th
birthday, entitled “Full Steam Ahead, the
Many-splendored Life of Gertrude Patterson,”
about her mother’s days as a student and
teacher at Wooster High School. Other boxes
are from Trudy’s collection, which she has yet
to sort. The difficult part is deciding what to
save and what to discard.
Two years ago, Lucy Shombert Wynn
won some Tae Kwan Do lessons. She decided
to try it, for exercise and to help slow osteo
porosis. She earned a blue belt and entered an
area competition with her son (black belt) and
grandson (soon-to-be black belt). They won
the gold medal in the Family Patterns compe^ o n —with the contest’s first-ever threegeneration family team! Otherwise, Lucy says
that things have quieted down in Ottawa
(Canada), where she lives. She’s been retired
for five years. In addition to a few trips a year
to visit U.S. friends, she takes classes in
singing Gregorian chants and is learning to
quilt and make stained glass.
Tressa Mahy Mangum was diagnosed
with breast cancer in February and had a
mastectomy on Feb. 27. By the time you read
this, she will have completed chemotherapy.
She says that this is a whole new world, not
one that she was eager to join, but one that so
many others (including our classmates) have
gone through in some form. Tressa is not
slowing down, however. On Easter weekend,
she participated in a three-hour Easter Vigil in

Denver, then drove home to Greeley to sing in
the 10 a.m. Easter service, followed by dinner
with the whole family! Three weeks after
surgery, she was back to work frill-time at the
U of Northern Colorado athletic office.
From Brazil, SuzyTse Lee, who is active
in the International Women’s Club of Porto
Alegre, writes that her organization works to
educate slum children, who don’t normally
attend school. Recently, the Methodist
university there awarded three full scholar
ships to students who’ve excelled at the high
school level. Suzy’s club is now able to take
these special students from the first grade to
university. The group recendy started another
program to teach women skills that will enable
them to earn a second income for their families.
Carol Hallett Robbins has decided to travel
in retirement. During the past year, she visited
friends in Taos, N.Mex., and went to France
and Great Britain. She was given a guided tour
of Scodand and Cornwall by her former room
mate, Gail Scott-Morton Hampson. Next, it’s
off to Seatde to visit a stepdaughter.
Our class president, Bill Hoppes, is now
“semi-retired.” He still takes part in teaching
activities with resident students in medical
school and in post-graduate courses but no
longer sees patients. Last Christmas, Bill spent
a week in Phoenix with his two sons and their
families. In February he was skiing at Copper
Mountain, Colo., and in April he attended a
medical meeting on Hilton Head.

1962
Linda Park
1848 Beersford, E ast Cleveland, O H 44112
veggiepark@sbcglobal.net

Johnine McCracken Simpson writes,
“We’ve moved from a large two-story home

into a double-wide, manufactured home in a
lovely senior community. It was a big job, but
it’s mostly done now. Hurray! We enjoy retire
ment and work hard to live one day at a time.”
(See the Simpsons pictured on p. 40.) Reach
Johnine atJSimpl2@aol.com.
“After 20 incredible years as an ordained
minister in the United Church of Christ,”
writes Dorothy Powell Greet, “serving
churches and hospitals in Connecticut and
New York City as parish minister and supervi
sor of clinical pastoral education, I’ve retired!
I’m launching a career as an artiste. See my
work at www.delawarebyhand.org/greet.htm.”
Carolyn Childs Shadle reports, “I’m still
working (as associate dean for the Extension
College at California State U-Long Beach),
hoping to retire perhaps in the next year. This
sometimes made trips back to Wooster twice a
year for the Alumni Board meetings difficult,
but they were always worthwhile.
“I’ve completed my three-year term on the
Alumni Board. It allowed me to reconnect
with our campus, hear first-hand what’s
happening, and, most importantly, have some
input into issues that we want the College to
address. I encourage you to submit your name
or to nominate a classmate to serve on the
board. The nominating committee looks for
representation across all classes, geographic
regions, and professions/areas of expertise. If
selected, you’ll enjoy the experience! ”

1963
Ron Eggleston
3314 P arkview jiv e ., Lansing, M I 48910-4650
ronandsueeggleston@comcast.net

Jim Sundberg switched jobs in 2006 and
now works in computer support for the
Statistical Center for HIW AIDS Research
and Prevention, part of the Fred Hutchinson
Cancer Research Center in Seatde. His new
employer is deeply involved in the search for
an effective HIV/AIDS vaccine. Jim has plans
for a summer 2007 driving trip to Alaska with
his wife and daughter.
Sarah Gilbert Bishop and Bill ’62 are
discovering the joys of retirement with their
2006 family addition, Emma, a yellow Lab.
They tested Bill’s new knee by hiking and rock
climbing in southwestern Arizona, and they
continue their folk music performances. Sarah
disposed of 19 years’ worth of files from her
former nonprofit, Partners in Parks, and is
now president of the Paonia, Colo., Rotary.

1964
Jim Switzer
891 Elmore A ve., Akron, O H 44302-1238
Pwitze@ uakron.edu

While the Mid-Ohio Educational Service
Center was searching for a new superintend
ent, Edward L. Swartz served as interim
superintendent. Edward had a successful
eight-year tenure as superintendent of TriCounty Educational Service Center, which
provides specialized educational service to
districts in Ashland, Holmes, and Wayne
Counties. H e’s been a teacher, principal, and
superintendent during his 32-year career and
is a consultant for NEOLA Board Policy
Services.
You may remember that I (Jim) screwed
up files trying to learn how to use our new
laptop when we were in Florida. So I
missed getting Christmas letter news into
the last issue. (I’m getting real tired of
learning curves.)
Anyway, here’s that news. Jim Pope
declared that 2006 was a traveling year. He
taught his “regular gig” at Leiden University in
the Netherlands in May and was honored to
be the graduation speaker there. During fall
break, Jim taught a full course (39 class hours
in one week!) in Bad Mergentheim, Germany.
He also touched base in NYC, Grand Cayman,
and Montreal.
Bob and Diane Walcott also traveled in
2006. They spent May and June (or parts
thereof) in China, seeing, as Bob put it,
the usual sights. “The highlight,” Bob
writes, “was a week in Tibet just before the
new railroad began depositing hundreds of
Chinese tourists in Lhasa every day. T hat
changed the ambience of a city already
dominated by Han Chinese. In addition to
a heavy army presence to stifle dissent, the
central government is flooding Tibet with
H an emigrants...We missed visiting a
Buddhist temple because the ‘monks were
restless,’ according to our guide.”
Marll McDonald sent two Christmas
letters, from 2005 and 2006. Marll and
Alice retired to Vermont in 2002. By 2005
Marll was spending three hours a day
volunteering in the math department at the
local high school, teaching Algebra I and
Visual Basic computer programming. He
noted in 2005 that he was continuing to
take flying lessons, paying for part of them
by selling automobile tools and computer
items on eBay.
By 2006 the flying lessons were over. Marll
says he learned in a safe (but somewhat expen
sive) way that his skill set doesn’t—and won’t—
match the one required to be a competent solo
pilot. He increased his educational volunteer
ing, adding a technical community college to
the high school.
Rob and Betsy Stout ’65 Weaver are
revelling in being grandparents. A second
granddaughter arrived last August.

Wooster

is

Ev er y wher e
In January Ginny Keim Brooks ’66 and
husband Ed traveled to Kolkata (formerly
Calcutta). They attended the wedding of
the daughter of Sunil Parik, one of Ed’s
pupils from Peace Corps days. Over 40
years ago, Sunil was among the students in
Ed’s fifth grade class in a boarding school
in Rajasthan, India. Now Sunil’s daughter,
Gunjan, was completing a master’s degree
in risk management at the University of
London and getting married.
“Imagine my delight,” Ginny says, “to
discover that Gunjan’s brother was Anoop
Parik ’09!”

Ginny Keim Brooks ’66 and Anoop Parik
'09 met at wedding festivities in India.

1965
Chuck and L ill Richeson Templeton
9 2 5 A lvarado Terr., Walla Walla, WA 99362-2101
(509) 525-6746, templeton@whitman.edu

Bob Moke, bmokus@yahoo.com, writes,
“Though my C.O.W. faculty father, Charlie
Moke ’31, might have wondered if his little
boy would ever outgrow that obsession for old
phonograph records and useless music trivia—
perhaps even find a ‘respectable’ profession—it
was not meant to be. I’m still in broadcasting
and having a terrific time at XM Satellite
Radio, an easy 30-mile commute to northeast
ern Washington, D.C., from my Columbia,
Md., home.
“In addition to managing the music
programming for Channel 4 (original 1930s40s recordings of big band and pop), I host
a weekend program on The ’50s channel,
featuring the hits of the 1950-56 period.
“The most personally satisfying part of the
job,” Bob says, “has been the regular outpour
ing of enthusiasm and gratitude (some of it
quite poignant) from seniors, long abandoned
by mainstream commercial radio, who are
once again able to hear the songs that meant
so much to them during and after W W II.”
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Mark Baker '97, Emily Smith
Baker ’99, Rhenna Baker, Amelia
Hankin Banach, Robin Woodard
Westerberg, '99s, Graham Westerberg
’97, groom, bride, Brett Holmgren,
Danielle Baughman Catteau, Meg Hall,
'99s, Tammy Barnes Kinzer '93,
Eddie Kinzer
l to r

» W O O IN LONDON, 2 0 0 6
l to r

Nelson Canario '07, Brittany
W ellner ’05, Alice McBee,
Naveed Ahmad, '04s

“Sally and I joined Ted Mathewson and
Alex Keith, abkeith91@aol.com, writes,
Gloria and Steve Campbell and Lorelei in
“I retired from my job as an administrative law
Chicago last summer and visited the
judge in D.C. in Dec. 2006 and am currently
Springfield, 111., Abraham Lincoln Museum.
waiving into the Virginia bar (so I don’t have
We
plan to get together again this July in Los
to take the exam.) Once I am licensed here,
Angeles and San Diego. Ted is a retired engi
I hope to practice elder law in Fairfax County.
neer and Steve an about-to-be-retired banker,
My new mailing address is 10510 Pohick Ct.,
but they can tell their own stories.
Fairfax Station, VA 22039.”
We (Chuck and Lill) will be cruising
Nina Thomas Taylor, nintaylor@gmail.
again, this time in July on a round-trip cruise
com, and Art (married 40 years this year) are
from London to Norway and Spitsbergen.
just getting into retirement. They traveled to
About 70 W hitman College alumni, faculty,
Japan in May and prepared for the trip by
and friends will enjoy this two-week adven
taking a Japanese language course. Nina adds,
ture. We will get within 11 degrees of the
“Art’s barbershop singing chorus is planning
North Pole and learn about the region’s geol
on a singing tour in Ireland in October. In the
ogy and environmental issues. Then in
meantime, our son, Dean, is getting married,
October we will fly to Sasayama, Japan, to
and our daughter, Susan, is expecting a boy in
participate in an 11-day cultural exchange with
July—our first grandbaby. We keep up our
Walla Walla’s sister city. Last summer we
snow skiing skills with several trips each season.
Art was born on skis in Vermont, and I just try hosted a couple from Sasayama; we’re looking
forward to seeing them again.
to keep up with him. My latest hobby is doing
Classmates, keep the news coming.
Sudokus—math, numbers and all.
“We love our home, a block from the beach
in a small, sleepy southern California town
where the sun shines most everyday. Roses and
Elizabeth “L ib b y" Westhafer O'Brien
avocados grow in the front yard and citrus
NEW ! 6557 S. Richards A ve. Santa Fe, N M
trees in the back. Good health and lots of
87508, eobrien@dreio.edu
energy for everyone!”
Your secretary (Libby) has moved, fulfilling
Peter F. Flournoy, phf@pacbell.net, writes,
a
long-time
dream. I now live in Santa Fe, as
“My wife of 29 years, Sally J. Ashby (a high
of June 1 (see my address above). I’ll continue
school assistant principal), and I have a son,
to keep my Drew e-mail address. I understand
John, who is a professional photographer in
from Sandy Eyre Nichols ’94 that there are
San Francisco, having recently graduated from
150 Woo alums in the region. W hat a party
the U of California-Berkeley, in cognitive
we will have!
science. Our daughter, Michele, recently grad
uated from NYU and works for Bering Point,
a spin-off business advisement service of the
1967
accounting firm KPMG. Sally and I live in
Sara Bradley
San Diego, where I have had my own niche’
P.O. Box 599, Chautauqua, N Y 14722
law practice in the area of fisheries and oceans
Shock! I hope you’re sitting down when
(www.international-law-offices.com) for 19
you
realize that there really are a few para
years, after a stint at the U.S. State Depart
graphs in our column. I (Sara) wish I could
ment Legal Adviser’s Office.
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say that it only took me about seven years to
figure out why some of you kind folks whom I
haven’t seen in 40 (!) years have been sending
me Christmas cards with nice long letters!
There have been some rather serious reasons
that several of you have been disappointed not
to see your news here. More on that later.
W hen Marty Eagleton Begalla sent her
2005 holiday letter, I began to see the light. In
that letter and the one for 2006, she writes
that she and husband Jim have had ups and
downs, healthwise. In Oct. 2005, Jim was
diagnosed with prostate cancer. The good
news is that his treatment worked better than
expected. At home (Knoxville, Tenn.), Marty
and Jim are active in church and Leadership
Knoxville. Marty is involved with the area’s
Wellness Community, which offers cancer
support. Her sister, Sandy, succumbed to the
disease in 2005. In 2006 Marty wrote, “Her
legacy lives on as this year the American
Cancer Society purchased the rights to publish
cards created for cancer patients.”
The really good news is that after Jim’s
radiation in April 2006, the couple set out to
travel—and travel. After a yoga retreat for
Marty in Mexico, they sailed on a chartered
boat in the British Virgin Islands. In the fall
they visited Jim’s kin in North Carolina,and
Marty saw her Woo roomie, Gay Flory
Ferguson, who also has a home there. And
then there was time in Kenya.
W ith nine other friends, the four-week trip
included four safaris. Jim and Marty were
extremely interested in what people were
doing to preserve the environment, animals,
and culture. The Kenya Land Conservation
Trust (KLCT) is working to protect a huge
tract of land and promote education and crafts
of the Samburu. Jim and Marty are doing
their part, by helping the KLCT build an
earthen dome to combat severe drought and
protect the wildlife.

Chuck Webb isn’t letting any moss grow
where he stands, either. He says, “W hen I
retire in another six years (Lord willing and
the creek don’t rise), it will be remembering
my four years at Woo as the beginning of a
wonderful journey.. .My present work seems a
culmination of a liberal arts education.” That
journey has included two tours with the Peace
Corps, 12 years in academics, 17 years at a
veterans affairs center, and six years at the
Eastern Virginia U Medical School. There,
Chuck says, he has been “blessed” to become
boarded in the newly-recognized field of
palliative care and to start a new clinical rota
tion at the main teaching hospital for EVMS.
A faculty member in gastric/internal medi
cine, Chuck also staffs hospice and has helped
start a faith-based free clinic in the east end of
Newport News. In the teaching hospital, he
works with a team of nurses, social workers,
chaplains, and nurse practitioners to do family
conferences around end-of-life issues and to
treat pain and suffering.
Chuck sent news of other alums. He
followed Ted Celeste’s run for the Ohio
House of Representatives with, “joy and glad
ness.” Chuck says that Ted’s Web site is great;
Ted was praised in the Ohio press for a “clean
campaign.”
One morning on NPR, Chuck heard a
poem written by Ron Wallace—read by
Garrison Keillor, no less!
A “few” years ago, Chuck talked with
William “Arnie” Patterson, who then was
treating cardiovascular disease in Sevierville,
Tenn.
In Chicago Chuck saw Ann Hills. Ann
writes that she won a Fulbright exchange to
England for two months in 2005, to visit a
school in Oldham. The head teacher of the
British school then visited Ann last spring at
Francis W. Parker School in Chicago. Ann is
head of the lower school there.
Now the bad news. Last summer Ann was
diagnosed with multiple myeloma, a cancer of
the plasma cells in the bone marrow. She’s
receiving treatment, and the remission rate is
hopeful. Ann, you are in our prayers. E-mail
her at ahills@fwparker.org.
Carla LivezeyThelander and husband
Jerald are leaving western New York. After
teaching Spanish for 31 years at Jamestown
High School, they’re heading to Denver. Their
phone costs will dwindle, since they’ll be
closer to their two sons, in Denver and in Park
City, Utah.
Some of us are beginning to enjoy and/ or
adjust to retirement or are planning toward
that goal. A few have been there, done that,
and jumped back in. Bruce W. Smith
declares, “You could say I failed Retirement
101.” After graduation he started at R. R.

Donnelly, a large Chicago-based commercial
printing company where his father had spent a
44-year career. This time, instead of working
during summer vacations, he served in manu
facturing management in Donnellys Willard,
Ohio, plant.
“I was doing well until Uncle Sam decided
that I needed to serve my country,” Bruce says.
“I went through U.S. Army Officer’s Candi
date School and spent a tour in Vietnam as an
infantry first lieutenant. I returned safely and
went back to work for Donnelly. After my
management work in many states and back in
Willard, I spent the last four years of my
career in Donnelly’s corporate headquarters in
Chicago, as senior vice president of manufac
turing. The best part of that whole time frame
was that in June 1977,1 married Peggy Kohrt
from Dwight, 111., the absolute love of my life.
“In 2002 we decided that I was mentally
ready and financially able to retire, at age 56.
On Dec. 31, 2002,1 retired from Donnelly
after 35 years and moved to Palm Coast,
Fla.—on the fourth fairway of a Jack Nicklaus
golf course—to play golf, relax, and do local
community volunteer work.
“And now for the rest of the story...! At
Donnelly I was involved with the Book
Manufacturers’ Institute (BMI), the trade
association for U.S. book manufacturing
companies and their major material/equip
ment suppliers. I chaired BMI’s Manu
facturing and Standards Committee (which
establishes standards for elementary and high
school textbooks), served on the BMI board of
directors, and was the president. In the years
after I retired, the full-time executive vice pres
ident of BMI announced that he was retiring,
and the board asked me to consider the posi
tion. Peggy and I decided that this would keep
us involved with the industry and friends that
we loved, so I accepted the office.”
On this new course (ouch!) in Bruce’s life,
he still enjoys hitting around those little white
balls (Peggy is also an avid golfer) and being a
grandfather. Son Brent, a business administra
tion graduate of Radford U, lives in Pasadena,
Md., with Benjamin (5 1/2).
“I don’t have much contact with Wooster
alumni,” Bruce concludes, “except for my
sister, Deborah Smith 71, and Sally Patton,
the College’s vice president for development,
but I’m still a devoted Woo U contributor and
supporter. My best to all.”
One of my (Sara’s) roomies, Nancy
Lukens Rumsheidt, wrote from Durham,
N.H., where she serves as a professor of
German and women’s studies at the U of New
Hampshire. W hen not residing there, she lives
in Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada.
Nancy’s not the only one who’s wondering
about the dearth of news. Some of you sent

Remembering

A Good

Friend

by CarlAngell '68

Carl Angell and his pal, J.T., 1960s

If I hadn’t bought a St. Bernard
puppy from my patient I.S. adviser,
Maria Sexton (physical education), I
might never have graduated. The dog,
J.T.S. Brown, should have gotten the
diploma.
I named him after a bourbon, but
probably I should have chosen a brandy.
And he didn’t even drink.
We lived in the place at the Shack
that was my beloved bete noir. I spent
much of my time at the Shack, serving
coffee, playing bridge—skipping chapel
and classes. Anna Syrios ’48, my former
landlady, and I still chat when I visit the
campus each summer.
Allowed to wander about the
campus, J.T. was adopted by the entire
student body. He went to lacrosse prac
tice and into Kauke and the dorms,
always with one or another charmed
student chaperone. He may actually
have attended more classes than I did.
In the early evening I would call out
from the porch of the Shack, and soon
enough, he would lumber home.
I took J.T. with me to Chicago after
graduation. Sadly, he walked out of the
open apartment door one day, never to
be seen again.
He had a glorious soul.

letters that couldn’t make it in this issue; they
will appear soon. There’s no way to begin to
tell you about my last five years. My partner
and I thank God for modern medicine and
second chances.

1968
Pat Silvey and Dennis Yanchunas
618 Bowen S t, Longmont, CO 80501-4412
dryanchunas@comcast.net

Some news appears to have escaped our
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notice or gotten lost in cyberspace. Editorial
apologies to the following folks.
Last August Carl Angell, “former Shack
rat and pinball wizard,” wrote in 2006: I m in
my 19th year of teaching physical education at
Gratigny Elementary School in Miami, Fla. I
love my students and my work. After school, I
coach boys’ and girls’ basketball. I m not
married and have no children of my own; my
teams are my family. I also supervise the
school safety patrols. A few years ago I was
our school’s Teacher of the Year (go figure).
“I wonder if anyone has the address of
Chris Wellons, my roommate at McCormick
Theological Seminary, who seems to be miss
ing. I remember that he spoke Farsi...Perhaps
he is in the CIA...in Iran. Write to me at
changell5@comcast.net.”
Amazingly enough, Denny and I (Pat)
were able to find some pictures from 1967, of
Carl, his dog, and several other Fifth Section
“hunks” sunning themselves on campus (see
p. 47). Beware, we may have some old pictures
of you as well!
In November Dave Purcell checked in:
“I’ve thought about writing something but
wanted to wait until I had something hugely
significant to say. Seeing obits for classmates
makes me realize—that’s not quite the point.
“I’m healthy but growing older as an elder
lawyer and estate planner in St. Louis, rooting
for the Cardinals baseball team, fly fishing,
and playing golf every chance I get. Wife Beth
and I raised three gorgeous daughters who
moved out West to seek their fortunes. We
are empty nesters and would love to see old
friends passing through. My old chums on the
picket lines may be as surprised that I’m actu
ally collecting retirement checks from my days
in the Naval Reserve! Send e-mail to me at
dpurcell@yourestatematters.com.”

com, says she’s worked for PennWell Corp. in
the advanced technology division in Nashua,
N.H., for six years. “I’m the editor-in-chief for
two publications, Advanced Packaging and
SM T. I’ve been in magazine publishing for 22
years, and these two magazines were two that
I started almost at the beginning of my career.
“My oldest child, Courtney, a teaching chef
in Evanston, has one child and another to
arrive in July. My youngest, Marianne, just
finished a master’s at the U of Texas and is on
her way to a Ph.D.
“Life in New England doesn’t lack for
things to do, from theater and art galleries in
Boston to spotting moose in Pittsburgh, N.H.
Come and visit, classmates. Bring your hiking
boots, skis, or cameras.”

1254 N orw ell Dr., Columbus, O H 43220
yutzey.2@osu.edu

Lynne Engstrom Williams is an adjunct
voice instructor at Seton Hill U. “I teach voice
majors and minors, as well as music theater/
theater majors,” she writes. “I also serve as
director of music for the Aspinwall Presby
terian Church, near Pittsburgh, and have a
private studio of 20 voice and piano students.
Lynne’s the president of the local chapter
of PAM (Presbyterian Association of Musi
cians) and the newsletter and publicity chair
for the local Choristers Guild board. Husband
Glen is a principal engineer with Medrad Inc.
Lynne concludes, “Golf and music are impor
tant to us. Both require practice and rhythm
but counting can be dispensed with in golf!”

1970

Laura Wolfson Likavec
1702 Mendelssohn Dr., Westlake, O H 44145
lauralikavec@yahoo. com

David Hopkins started his new job as
Wright State U’s president in February. In an
interview with the Dayton Daily News, David
discussed fundraising, financial aid, and the
impact of his job as president. Some ofW SU’s
biggest challenges, he said, are to “be held
more accountable” and “work harder on
economic development.” But David named the
biggest challenge, to be “more successful in
having students complete degrees.” He joined
the university as provost in 2003.
Susan Burkhalter is the associate organist
at the First Church of Christ, Scientist, in Mt.
Vernon, Va. She tells us that Ed Kobilarcik is
the coordinator of vocal music there and
sometimes plays the organ, too. Ed didnt
attend C.O.W., but he’s from Wooster, and his
parents still live there, Susan says. Ed’s dad is
in the construction business and is famous for
his extravagant annual display of Christmas
lights. Ed tells Susan that people come from
1969
all over, even from foreign countries, to see the
Judy Simkins Haines
animated figures—and sign the guest book.
2643 Brook Valley Rd., Frederick, M D 21701
Susan adds, “Since 2004 I’ve had a ‘Web
tomjudyhaines@hotmail.com
log’ on www.BACHorgan.com. I try to update
As of Mar. 1, the country’s oldest interfaith
it monthly. It’s mostly about music but
peace and justice organization, Fellowship of
includes other slices of life, such as comments
Reconciliation, got a new executive director,
on pop culture, a posting on Black history
Mark C. Johnson. Mark previously was an
month, and whatever else I feel is relevant and
executive of the YMCA of the U.S.A. in
entertaining. Log on and click on BLOGS.
Chicago, working on national philanthropic
They are alphabetical by author. Sometimes I
initiatives. He was involved with the Jerusalem
International YMCA and developed a series of feature guest writers!
conflict resolution programs involving youths
from Israel and Palestinian territories. A news
1971
article tells us that Mark intends to increase
FOR’s work in the area of global warming and James K. Lowery
1675 R iverw ood Dr., Jackson, M S 39211-4828
climate change and wants to involve more
jloiuery@jam.rr.com
young people.
Gail Bielby Flower, GailF@PennWell.
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1972
Jay Yutzey

1973
Suzanne Schluederberg
3385 Carl Ct., A nn Arbor, M I 48105
suz@umich.edu

Jay Kraner says, “Hey,” from Rogers, Ark.,
where he works for Harris McHaney Realtors.
Reach him atjkraner@iname.com or at his
Web site, www.jaykraner.com.
According to a news article, Larry
Shyatt, assistant basketball coach for the U
of Florida NCAA Div. 1 champions, gives
partial credit to Wooster for his coaching
skills. “A lot of my basketball instincts,
philosophy, and level of balance,” he told a
news reporter, began “at Wooster under
Coach Van W ie (A1 Van W ie ’52).” W hile
in graduate school at the U of Akron,
Larry was head coach of the tennis team
and assisted the basketball coach as a
volunteer. After coaching at several other
schools, the U of Florida hired him in
2004. “It has proven to be a wonderful
experience.”
Many of us remember Janice Potter
Lee, who died in 2003. H er father, John
Potter, has established an endowed scholar
ship at Wooster in her memory. Jan
majored in French and later was a second
ary school teacher of French and Spanish.
This spring Jan’s son, Christopher 07,
graduated with honors in English. Income
from the scholarship will be awarded annu
ally to students who have financial need,
with first preference given to students who
are majoring in French.
The National Association of Episcopal
Schools Governing Board has appointed
Daniel R. Heischman as the association’s
executive director, effective July 1. Dan was
previously the chaplain at Trinity College.
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Adrienne Adler Avery '89, Will
Avery ’90, Todd Stansbery ’88, Mary
Hunt Prekop, Nancy Nystrom
Stansbery, Ned Weintraub, '89s, Lisa
Blumenthal-Weintraub ’90, Katie Hughes
Redmond ’89, Claude Engle ’87

l to r

<WOO IN GAITHERSBURG, MD.

Mark Ferguson, Bill St. John,
’83s, David Arpee ’85, Fred Chalfant
’86, Barry Eisenberg ’85

l to r

1974
Kim Tapie
5511 Canaan Center Rd., Wooster, O H 44691-9611
ktapie@whmhrb.org

Jan Harringa Devries writes, “I’ve lived for
10 years in Grand Rapids, Mich., with my
husband, Henry DeVries, and kids. I work
full-time at two branches of the Kent District
Library. Two of our daughters (Sarah and Jill)
are studying or working in Marseille, France,
and Denia, Spain. Our oldest, son Edward,
works for a bank and lives at home (the
boomerang generation!). Our youngest,
Emma, is a junior in high school. I was so glad
to have visits from two C.O.W. friends within
the past two years: Caroline Neuwirth Steiner
and Cindy Greene Merten 76. I’d love more
visits. E-mail me, jhdevries@gmail.com, if
you’re in western Michigan!
Duncan Bell is a department head for a
biomedical engineering group at a pharmaceu
tical company. “I get to lead a talented group
of engineers and designers in developing
custom robots for the researchers,” he writes. “I
also get to play with new technology. My latest
kick is three-dimensional printers. They’re
used for making parts for robots and 3-D
models of molecules. I frequendy travel for
work from my home near New York City to
other parts of the department in Princeton and
Philadelphia and occasionally to Boston.
“My wife, Sally Hitchcock 76, and I try to
keep up with our peripatetic children. One is
m India, one works in Germany, and another
will spend four years in London. Child
number four is in eighth grade and will proba
bly follow her brothers.
“As the nest is emptying, I have time for
hobbies again. I’m the ‘master carpenter’ for a
local theater and an avid kayaker on the Hud
son River. The school district uses me as a
consultant for their fledgling robotics program.

Contact me at drdunclOOO@yahoo.com.”
A news article tells us that in March the
National Association of Basketball Coaches
honored Ira Zeff with an Outstanding Service
Award at the Div. Ill meeting at the NABC
Convention in Atlanta. This annual award
recognizes coaches who have distinguished
themselves in their communities. Ira has
served as the director of athletics at Nebraska
Wesleyan U for nine years and has supported
college athletics and basketball for 33 years.
He earned a Ph.D. in 1985 while assistant
coach of basketball at the U of New Mexico.
He then was athletic director and basketball
coach at Blackburn College in Illinois for
seven years. Ira has dedicated himself to
promoting Div. Ill basketball, chairing the
NCAA Div. Ill Men’s Basketball Committee
and serving on its Championships Committee.
Classmates, I (Kim) do not have all of your
e-mail addresses. Scott Ayres, Mike Warner,
John Wetherbee, Nancy Dye, Larry Anson,
Rick Augustin, Jeff Chastain, Pat Preston,
Dave Strauch, and Jun and Anne Woodland
McComas, to name a few, please e-mail me.

1975

Andrea J. Steenburg Simmers
2121 Breeds Rd., Owings Mills, M D 21117-1646
asimmers@mcdonogh.org

Stephen Philbrick, philbricks@comcast.
net, says that he’s been the facility director of
outpatient physical therapy for more than
three years. “I see the craziest mix of
patients—from motocross riders to ballet
dancers, motorcycle gang members to engi
neers, judges, politicians, media, and even
former convicts. The hours aren’t so good, but
I never lose interest in the people I treat.”
In February Idaho State U’s department of
geosciences and the Idaho Museum of Natural

History invited Patricia Hagelin Kelley to
give a presentation about evolution and
creation. Patricia has held positions at the U of
Mississippi, National Science Foundation, U
of North Dakota, and U of North CarolinaWilmington. She’s a fellow of the Geological
Society of America and the American Asso
ciation for the Advancement of Science and
received the 2003 Outstanding Educator
Award from the Association for Women
Geoscientists. As a specialist in mollusk evolu
tion and the wife of a Presbyterian minister,
she’s keenly interested in teaching evolution
and in the evolution/creation controversy.

1976
Dana Vandenberg Murphy
3175 Warrington Rd., Shaker Heights, O H
44120-2428, dmurphyl@sbcglobal.net

Jeffrey Peters and Francesca Glunt 78
were married on Dec. 27, 2006, in Pittsburgh,
Pa. (see photo, p. 37). Jeffis a 1980 graduate of
the Case Western Reserve U School of
Medicine and in charge of the behavioral
health programs at the Veterans Affairs
Pittsburgh Healthcare System. He has a
daughter, Katie (16), and son, Andrew (13).
Francesca completed her college degree at the
U of Texas-Austin and a nursing degree at
Texas Christian U.
In April Paula Cochran received Honors
of the Association from the Missouri-SpeechLanguage-Hearing Association. This award
recognizes “exceptional and extraordinary
contributions to the field of speech, language,
and hearing” and is the highest honor that the
association can give. Paula is a professor at
Truman State U, Kirksville, Mo.
Ted Hammond writes from Ft. Huachuca,
Ariz., “I returned from duty in Iraq, where I
operated the largest dental clinic in the Army

SUMMER 2 0 0 7 Wooster 49

ClassN otes
Theatre. Between my clinic, outlying clinics,
hospital duties, dodging the incessant incom
ing enemy rounds, and the intense noise of
1,000 flights daily off of our base, it was rela
tively easy to stay awake 24/7—for more days
than I could do so in college. The waiting area
would fill up with dust-caked convoying soldier/patients, armed in multiple ways: machine
guns, handguns, shotguns, ammo belts, etc. Id
fix them up, knowing they had me covered.
“It felt good to return to the homeland and
go to sleep without 50 pounds of body armor,
ammo, and a gunbelt. Don’t take for granted
what it’s like to sleep every night in tranquility.”

1977
Bonnie Savage
4306 R ive r St., Willoughby, O H 44094-7815
bonniesbee@sbcglobal. net

SallyJane Boarman reports, “I’ve unexpect
edly returned to Ohio to follow my passion. I
quit my job, sold everything, and came to Ohio
to buy and operate a dog training facility in
Ostrander, outside of Columbus. A dream come
true! Wooster friends, please get in touch!”

1978
Wendy Beatty-Burg
340 Gosling Dr., North Wales, PA 19454-2726
BeattyBurg@aol.com

M ary Breiner
1092 Homewood Dr., Lakewood, O H 44107-1450
mtbreiner2002@yahoo. com

We made a few errors in the last column.
Kim Lavin McAllister is retired from the FBI
(not BFI!). Her e-mail address is justicemca@
yahoo.com. Shelley Griewahn 79 s birthday is
Mar. 8 (not the 10th). She owns and runs a
leading change management and communica
tion agency in the D.C. area, with clients all
over the world (see 1979 column, Wooster, Win.
2007). Our apologies—no offense intended.

1979
Jennifer Reed Jones
3721 M cClelland Blvd., Joplin, M O 64804
(417) 781-4215, xojones@aol.com

Patricia Stocker Clinker
1805 Heritage Cir., Dover, O H 44622
(330) 343-6477, trishie007@hotmail.com

It is May 1 and I (Jennifer) am having a
hard time imagining what will have happened
before this is published. My family and I are
taking a seven-week camping trip in a station
wagon. It’s one of those rites of passage, like
walking barefoot to school.
Several classmates are changing jobs or
moving, and it sounds like our children are
flying the coop. W hat is next?! Have a great
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summer and fall, and keep sending your news!
Deb Schwinn will be the new chair of anes
thesiology at the U of Washington in Seatde.
“Our oldest daughter is finishing her freshman
year at Wellesley College,” Deb writes, “and our
youngest will move with Bob and me.
Steve Glick says, “The big news is that I was
promoted to police chief here in Wooster. I was
sworn in on Feb. 26. I’ve been quite busy since
then! Our department currendy has 38 officers
and five civilian support staff, our budget is ^
about $4 m illion. I’m still on the W Associa
tion Board and also serve on the board of a non
profit organization in the community that helps
people find transitional housing.
“My son, Edward ’07, graduated, and my
daughter, Melissa, is beginning her college
search. C.O.W. is on her list. My wife, Liz
Eberhart Glick ’81, runs the house and works
part-time for our church.
“This must be a big 5-0 year for many of us,”
writes Linda Buda Diller. “We’ll celebrate our
25th (wedding) anniversary as well. In May Phil
Diller received another teaching award from the
U of Cincinnati—the Cohen Award. I work in
the Shaklee Network, marketing health, weight
loss, beauty, and green products. I welcome any
inquiries, www.shaklee.net/diller.
“Our kids are growing up. Nathan graduated
from the U of Cincinnati this spring, Walt is in
his first year there, Audrey and Esther are in
high school, and Rachel, Peter, and Henry are
still home schooling with me. Life is an adven
ture! We’re loving it.”
Jim Wilkins celebrated his 50th birthday by
running the Rome Marathon, one of the largest
in the world, with about 15,000 runners. “I
thought I’d retired from running marathons
back in 2002,”Jim says. “However, A1 Lave,
who lives in Portland, Ore., with his terrific
family, got me on a relay team to ran the Hood
to Coast Relay last August. Once I got in shape
(more or less), it seemed logical to keep training
for a marathon to mark a half century.
“The Rome Marathon happened to be clos
est to my birthday, and it provided a great excuse
for an extended trip to Italy, a country my wife
and I had never visited. It was my 12th mara
thon. This time I really mean it when I say it’s
my last! We won’t mention my time (it was
slow), but I did finish, and I enjoyed the sights
along the way. Italy was fabulous. I had no trou
ble carbo loading before the ran -lo ts of pasta.
“My first marathon had a Wooster
connection. It was way back in May 1979,
during senior week, just before we graduated.
The track season had just ended, and Jeff
Pepper, Bruce Gamble, and I mapped out a
26.2-mi. run around Wayne County. I’ve
always had a perverse idea of what consti
tutes a fun time. The body responds differ
ently, though, to a marathon at age 50!”

1980
Susan Estill
1817 Keller Lake Dr., Burnsville, M N 55306-6378
sestill58@comcast.net

Don Leake
300 High Gables Dr., A pt. 208, Gaithersburg, M D
20878-7428

Jenny Watson
1551 Oakmount Rd., South Euclid, O H 44121
jlw atson 395@sbcglobal. net

A press release tells us that George Crisci,
who practices with Ulmer & Berne LLP, was
chosen as one of the “Ohio Super Lawyers for
2007. This list showcases outstanding lawyers
in Ohio, selected by their peers. A mere five
percent of the state’s attorneys are chosen.
George has over 22 years in employment,
labor, and public sector law and is a certified
specialist in employment and labor law. He’s
served as in-house labor counsel for the
Cleveland Board of Education.
Kudos tojames Hudnut-Beumler. In
March the U of North Carolina Press
published his book, In Pursuit o f the Almighty’s
Dollar: A History o fMoney and American
Protestantism. The book chronicles the rela
tionship of churches in the U.S. with money,
from the 1790s forward. James told a reporter
that he sees complex “undercurrents of mutual
anxiety” in these relationships. “Religious lead
ers see that great things can be done in the
religious world with money, and also fear what
happens if the people don’t necessarily want to
part with it...” James teaches American reli
gious history at Vanderbilt U.

1981
Scott Jones
31 Emerson St., Belmont, M A 02478
scottjones@verizon.net

Martha McKee attended our reunion last
summer and had a great time, she says, “even
though I was suffering jet lag after a trip to
Spain. (I went to pick up my daughter,
Meredith ’08, who spent the spring semester
there with Wooster’s Prescho program.)
Shortly thereafter, my eldest child, John, got
married and moved to Philadelphia to begin
seminary at Westminster...My youngest
transferred from Denison U to Wooster
(Class o f ’09) and loves it. I’ll be in Ohio
more than ever.”
Julie LaFrance Funk is the alumni director
at Maumee Valley Country Day School, a
preschool-12 independent school in Toledo.
She and a friend have a fiber business,
KnittWitts. They create and sell knitted,
woven, and recycled felted clothing and home
accessories. Julie fives in Maumee with her
husband of 20 years and son (13).
In April La Salle U honored Bill Price
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Michael Lufti, Jessica Metcalf, Ann
Marie Bliley, '05s, Todd Koenig '06,
Kevin Wolfe, Marissa Bambrey Wolfe,
Clint Nicely, '05s, Irina Chernichenko
Nicely '06, Lizzie Smith '05

l to r

»W EDDING OF JENNIFER BUCKLEY '99
& JASON DEIBEL, JUNE 24, 2 0 0 6
l to r, back row Terri Pfister, Charles
Pfister '77, Benjamin Klein '99, Steven
Wanek front row Heather Schieda '01,
bride, groom, Jill Schieda '99

with the first Brother Scubillion Rousseau
Justice Award, a press release tells us. A
chemistry professor at La Salle for 21 years,
Bill was recognized for his service and
advocacy, including mentoring high school
students, participating in service trips, and
welcoming a Rwandan refugee into his
home. And Bill is developing a compound,
called LS-5, that could be a breakthrough
in cancer treatment. H e lives in Glenside,
Pa. Congratulations!
I (Scott’s) have accepted a work fellow
ship that will place me and my family in
Heidelberg, Germany, for six months, start
ing in July. (I work for the German software
company, SAP). Milo’s cool with it, but
then, he’s three. Carrie (10) is not so sure.
She’s worried that she won’t be able to get
the Disney channel. Susan and I are good
to go—it’s great career experience and a big
adventure. W ish us luck.

1982
Barbara Brown
2151 Fairmount A ve., St. Paul, M N 55105
wishboneandbarb@hotmail.com

John P. Shafer
NEW! 9929 Oakton Terrace Rd.,Oakton, VA 22124
shaferjp@hotmail.com

Susan Lancaster Toner
11593 Westbury PL, Carmel, I N 46032
susan_toner@hotmail.com

Linda Mortensen Hill writes that both
of her boys graduated this spring, “Marshall
in music performance and music education
from Kent State U, with honors (better than
his mom did, that’s for sure) and Jacob from
high school, with honors, to go off to a
college, yet to be determined. W ish it were
Wooster, but you know kids, they have
minds of their own.
“Any empty nesters have suggestions as to
what to do when you’re not going to soccer or
basketball games or recitals?”

1983
D avid M artin
6874 Rosedale Ct., Mason, O H 45040
dkmboater@hotmail. com

Way to go, Class of 1983! Could it be the
impending 25th reunion that is shaming you
into writing? To the few brave souls who sent
notes over the past few months a big thank
you. The rest of you (all 500-plus) what’s
your excuse? I (David) was pleased that our
column’s “goose eggs” had an impact on a few.
Shirley Bennett sends the following, after
dissing “lame” classmates, “I still live in Cleve
land and work as an OB/GYN in a fiveperson group in a suburban hospital. I m chief
of the department now. I took a trip to New
Orleans and saw Margaret Metcalf 82 and
Chuck Whitman ’81. They lost just about
everything in the hurricane, and their house
still is unlivable, but Margaret has kept her dry
humor and positive outlook. We had a great
visit, lots of great food and drink!
Shirley notes that my (David’s) e-mail indi
cates a passion for water. She wants me to know
that she has a 25-footer for sale. Unfortunately,
the impending arrival of college tuition has me
in a “downsizing mode.” Any takers?
Chris Thomas says, “The goose eggs of
this column finally got to me. Here s a brief
view of our family. In our fourth year back
from Australia, we’ve settled in Dallas. We live
in a suburb near the airport called Coppell and
take our kids, Ella (13) and Solomon (11), to
basketball, football, and other social activities.
They’ve replaced their Australian accents with
Texas twangs, are really getting into Dallas,
and excel in academics and sports. Martha
Horst-Thomas ’85 does heaps of volunteer
work at the school and church and is even
running half marathons.
“Having left P&G two years ago, I now
work at Alberto-Culver/Pro-Line Interna
tional as the global vice president of sales.
After my departure from P&G, I believe that
Rob Steele ’82 is the only C.O.W. alum there.

Keep it going, Rob! Last fall Alan Wentz ’85
and his family visited us. We look forward to
seeing him and his son and Mike Sheridan ’85
at the 2007 C.O.W. basketball camp.
“Word has it that basketball teammate Ed
Zambie ’82 followed us from Sydney to Dallas!
We look forward to hooking up with him and
his family. Contact me at thomaschris44@
yahoo.com or Martha at horstthomast®
netzero.com.”
Becky Chase Sechrist sent a quick note to
let us know that Chris Renz was a contestant
on “Jeopardy” on Jan. 8. How did it go, Chris?
In NYC Kevin Balkam worked for Cisco
SAystems for 10 years but now manages sales
for a startup company, Riverbed Technology.
“We make a unique appliance that accelerates
applications across area networks and the
Internet,” he says. “Married with two kids, I
still live on Long Island. Playing lots of golf an
just started playing lacrosse in an over-40
league. The reaction instincts are still there,
but the eyes and body can’t always deliver.
Would love to carch up with OAT brothers
and other friends, at kmb5004#yahoo.com.”
Tyler Shores is head coach for Glen
Bumie (Md.) High School’s varsity lacrosse
team, a news article says. He hopes to start a
youth lacrosse program, to get students inter
ested early. Tyler and his wife of 18 years,
Michelle, have a daughter, Chelsea (14), and a
son, Dustin (11).
Jennifer Smith had an article on the
Regulatory Flexibility Act (REA) published in
a recent issue of Mineral Law Institute,
published by the Rocky Mountain Mineral
Law Foundation.
My (David’s) apologies to the brave souls
who share some of themselves and failed to see
it in print. I missed the deadline for the spring
issue. I’ve been traveling way too much. I was
in China in March and May and headed to
Europe in June with Tara Mahlerwein Martin
’84 and the boys. Keep sending your news!
Have a safe late summer and fall.
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speech language pathologist with Florida
Hospital. “I have two little boys whom I
Sue Steinkraus McDaniel
adopted from South Korea Nicholas (4) and
81 W. Church St., Fairport, N Y 14450
Owen (6),” writes Patty. “While some of my
Mcdanielfive@aol.com
classmates are looking at colleges for their
Lisa Young Page
children, I am in the midst of kindergarten!”
690 Lanark Ln., Painesville, O H 44077
Patty reports that she remains active as a
lypage@sbcglobal.net
runner but hasn’t used her field hockey stick
From Lee’s Summit, Mo., Janet Vogini
since senior year. Write to her at prluhta@
Martinez writes, “My husband, Gerry, and I
yahoo.com.
moved to this suburb of Kansas City 13 years
Arun and Lorraine Aten Ranchod have
ago from Washington, D.C. Our oldest
lived in Ellwood City, outside of Pittsburgh,
daughter, Elise (14), goes to middle school,
Pa., since 1994. “It’s like Mayberry,” writes
while I homeschool Holden (12) and Amanda
Arun. H e’s business development manager at
(9). We also have a small bear-sized golden
MEDRAD, a subsidiary of Bayer that deals in
retriever, Milkshake, who thinks he s human.
radiological equipment. “My job combines my
I’ve been active in autism support groups,
loves, of business and biomedical engineering.
particularly those focusing on dietary/nutri
I get to fly around the world and investigate
tional intervention, over the past several years,
new medical technologies in which we might
as our son has Asperger’s syndrome.
want
to invest.”
“This fall I will enter the U of MissouriLorraine works at Pennsylvania GreenKansas City Law School with the goal of serv
ways, an environmental organization, in addi
ing the special needs community. A special
tion to heading up a local cultural program.
thanks to Bob Blair, who taught sociology
They
have two kids, Maya (16) and Jairaj (14).
while we were at Woo, and who as registrar
“Both attended the Wooster tennis camp a
helped immeasurably, as the LSAC was
couple of years ago,” reports Arun. “Jai couldn’t
baffled by the quarter/semester conversion
believe his parents were forced to live in a
between our junior and senior years. Special
room that looked like a box for a whole year.”
thanks also to friend and history professor
Arun and Lorraine would love to hear from
Dan Calhoun, whose recommendation letter
area alumni at arun__ranchod@verizon.net.
obviously made up for my less-than-stellar
Speaking of Pittsburgh, Alex Landefeld is
LSAT score. In any spare time, I’m working
co-producing
a podcast called Nlinute Lit,
on our house, doing some much needed reno
that he and another literature lover record at
vation. I would very much love to hear from
Pittsburgh’s Beehive Coffeehouse. Alex
Wooster friends, jem202@comcast.net.”
describes it as a “netcast for reading and
Jane Claspy Nesmith earned a black belt
discussing the single and assembled words of
in Tae Kwon Do on Feb. 14. Read about it at
literature.” He began podcasting after attend
taekwondomom.blogspot.
ing PodCamp Pittsburgh, an “unconference”
James Mitchell writes, “Doug Bunting
devoted to new media communication arts.
and I plan to hook up for the NCAA Div. 1
Visit the Minute Lit blog at minutelit.
lacrosse championships in Baltimore, Md., on
blogspot.com to listen and post a comment.
May 26. It was great fun to see Woo lacrosse
Alex also produces fun, three- to fourin my own backyard, as they played and ended
minute
Web-based films under the name
up beating Swarthmore College.”
“Silurian-Devonian Films.” Visit video.google.
com to view the cinematic splendor of “Batclip
Rescued-Threat of the Gooby-Goos,” “Push
1985
Boats of the Ohio Valley,” and more. Network
Barry Eisenberg
with Alex at alex.landefeld@gmail.com.
beyesn@aol. com
Continuing in Pennsylvania... “I’ll be sail
Katie Hopper
ing around the Delmarva Peninsula for a week
15736 Buena Vista Dr., Rockville, M D 20855-2656
this summer with a friend and crew, writes
k8hop@aol.com
Bill Gladden from West Chester, Pa. Other
David Berrien, wife Heather, and “the
summer plans for Bill include a family trip to
girls” moved to Wake Forest, N.C., last
the Outer Banks for a week. “We will put the
summer. “We really enjoy the Raleigh area!”
‘Brady Bunch’ to shame, with my wife’s
Find David at davidberrien@yahoo.com.
family—11 adults and 15 kids in one house—
On Feb. 9 a number of Beta Kappa Phi
celebrating her parents’ 50th anniversary.”
alumni gathered at the Dogfish Head Ale
Bill earned the time off serving as director
house (a franchise restaurant/brewpub of
of
the
Chester County Department of Open
AndrewTveekrem’s brewery, see photo, p. 49).
Space Preservation. This past spring he
Recently relocating from Colorado to
accepted an award for municipal leadership in
Ormond Beach, Fla. to be closer to family,
conservation for Chester County. Since the
Patty Rudman Luhta works full-time as a

1984
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current commitment of funds for my county s
land conservation programs is over at the end
of the year—a local election year—the timing
of the award makes it especially nice.” Bill
says. Congratulate him at wgladden@
chesco.org.
One more note from the Keystone State.
Sarah McGraw Krushinski writes that she
was hired to direct North Allegheny High
School’s annual spring musical productions,
including Oklahoma!, this past March. “W ith a
cast of 102 students and an all-student orches
tra of 53, it provided an opportunity for a lot
of kids to learn about the theatre,” says Sarah.
She planned to attend an arts conference in
June at Chicago’s Willow Creek Community
Church, to hone her skills in liturgical drama.
April marked Sarah and husband Scott’s 15th
year of marriage. Write to Sarah at
Mcgrawactorl@aol.com.
Thomas Wiseman checked in from
Winchester, Va. He owns a financial services
company and specializes in investment
management, wealth transfer, and retirement
planning. Take stock with Tom at f Wiseman
@WisemanAndAssociates.com.
After living on the East Coast since they
married 22 years ago, Eric ’84 and Deb Smith
Johnston are gathering up the kids (Jesse, 8,
and Kelsea, 7) and puppy (Alissa) and moving
from Massachusetts to Seattle this summer.
Deb will teach at the Lakeside School and
looks forward to the new opportunities that a
small private school offers. Eric will continue
to serve a national client base, working virtu
ally from home. “We’ll miss being close to
Eric’s family in the Boston area but will enjoy
being close to my parents in Washington,”
writes Deb. “We’d love to be in touch with
friends new and old—especially if you have
Seatde tips!” Send those tips to dij@
newworldhistory.net.
In Silver Spring, Md., Victor “Mike”
Frank (you may call him “Che”) and wife
Valerie had their first child, Trudy Rose, on
Apr. 22. Mom and baby are doing well. Find
out how Mike is holding up at valvic@
starpower.net.
Bill Pazos traveled to Washington, D.C.,
in April for meetings at the World Bank and
phoned in an update. His environmental
finance company, Ecoinvest Carbon S.A.,
which deals in emissions trading, worked with
the College to determine the carbon footprint
of the semester-long Global Climate Change
symposium held on campus this spring. After
his meetings in D.C., Bill was not relishing
the 19-hour direct flight back to Singapore.
He and his family—wife Shelby and three
kids—moved to Singapore from Florida last
summer. Send e-mail to Bill at wpazos@
ecoinvestcarbon.com.

WEDDING OF DAVID MERRIMAN &
JACKIE ZAGRANS, ’0 4 s , OCT. 7, 2 0 0 6

Don Jacobs (physics, emeritus), Donna
Jacobs (libraries, emeritus), President Stan Hales,
Diane Hales, Maura Poston Zagrans ’76, Michael
Casey, Katherine McPherson '04, Allison Hitchcock
Schmidt, Troy Schmidt, '75s, Konah Duche '03, Lari
Meyer, Matthew Ralls, '04s, Linda Morgan-Clement
(campus ministries), Fred Ingram '04 front row Scott
Jones '03, Carly Jones (housing), bride, groom, Maria
Streng '05, Kevin Heintschel '01, Johnathan Spragg '03
l to r, back row

I (Barry) enjoyed visits to the Washington,
D.C., area from Mark Ferguson ’83 and Chris
Causey in March and April, respectively.
Those occasions provided an opportunity to
gather with Bill St.John ’83, who recently
moved to Gaithersburg, Md., Dave Arpee,
and Fred Chalfant ’86.
We (Barry and Katie) spent a tropical
week in the Playa Tamarindo area of Costa
Rica in April. Along with our spring breakin’
children, Emma (14) and Aaron (9), and
Barry’s brother, we were accompanied by
Barry’s parents. They brought everyone along
to celebrate their 50th wedding anniversary. In
fierce heat and humidity, everyone reveled in
the beach, pool, rainforests, monkeys, iguanas,
and mapache (Costa Rican raccoons).

highlight was snorkeling. We spent seven days
and nights visiting different islands and experi
encing the native culture. Fun was had by all.
We hope to do it again soon.
Drew VandeCreek, creator of the Lincoln/
Net Web site and director of Northern Illinois
U Libraries’ digitization unit, won the national
2007 Electronic Lincoln Prize, according to a
press release. The prize recognizes significant
contribution in new media to scholarship
about Abraham Lincoln or the Civil War era.
The Lincoln/Net site, lincoln.lib.niu.edu/, was
selected from two dozen sites. Launched in
2000, Lincoln/Net was the first of many proj
ects now overseen by the library’s digitization
unit.
Contact us with your stories. We’ll look
forward to delivering more notes in the next
issue.

1986
Jane Shipman Warner
791 H arbor Point, Lexington, K Y 40502
jswarner@insightbb. com

Margo Scruggs Seaman
320 Jefferson A ve., Westfield, N J 07090
margonova@comcast.com

National Investment Managers Inc., a
retirement plan administration and investment
company, announced in January that it had
appointed Lawrence Ford as senior vice presi
dent of investment services. W ith over 20
years of experience in financial services, busi
ness start-ups, and e-commerce, Lawrence is
the founder of the Ford Financial Group and
Client Conservation Consulting.
Please, Class of 1986, we know there are
other interesting stories out there that we’d all
W e to hear/read. I (Jane) will share one.
Margo and I and our families recently
returned from a sailing adventure in the
British Virgin Islands. We had a blast captain
ing our own 46-ft. catamaran. The children
learned the basics of sailing, and of course, the

1987
Lisa Diment Panepento

play all year long. Our 6-year-old actually has
batting practice in the mornings before school.
If there are any alumni who are college base
ball coaches, you may want to contact me now
about future scholarships.
After living in beautiful Ohio our entire
lives, we wanted to move to a warmer climate
to raise our family. We decided on the
Sarasota, Fla., area. In 20011 founded a
commercial roofing company, Unicoat
Industrial Roofing Corp. Every day is an
exciting challenge, and we have successfully
grown this business to over 75 full-time
employees covering the southeastern U.S. and
Puerto Rico.
“I look forward to watching a Wooster
baseball game this spring when the Scots are
in Florida. I’d enjoy receiving e-mail updates
from any former classmates, at davekessler@
unicoatroof.com.”
Anne Hunter, summerflower2658@aol.
com, works as a compliance accountant for
CSC in Falls Church, Va.

4130 M allard Way, Wooster, O H 44691
LPanepento@wooster.edu

Gordon Lubold updates us, “I have left
Army Times and now work for The Christian
Science Monitor, covering the doings in the
Pentagon and other national security happen
ings in DC. It’s an awesome paper that I’ve
read for years, and I’m pumped. Judy Nichols
’94 is one of my editors in Boston, where the
Monitor is based. Although I didn’t know her
at Woo, it’s been nice having that bond as I
feebly attempt to meet the Monitor’s unique
midday deadlines.”
Dave Kessler, a first-time writer to this
column, has been married to wife Suzanne for
18 years. “Together, we have three children,
Amanda (9), Austen (6), and Alissa (3).
Everyone is healthy and doing well. The two
older children are active in softball/baseball.
We feel like we live at the ball fields, as they

1988
Cathy Campbell Wright
40 M aplewood Dr., Athens, O H 45701
catcwright@yahoo.com

Chris E. Housmekerides, housara@
t-online.de, says he’s “happily married (to
Sophia Shuyao Xiong) in Germany with two
kids and am developing detergents for auto
matic dishwashing (U.S. brands are Jet Dry
and Electrasol). Looking forward to hearing
from old friends and classmates.” Chris has a
Web page, www.houshous.com.
Michelle “Missy” Hall Kline’s new e-mail
address is missy2366@excite.com. Missy
writes, “My husband, James Kline, graduated
from medical school in Richmond, Va., on an
Army scholarship. We’re now stationed at Fort
Hood, Tex. I’m a clinical social worker, treat-
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>KAL EI DOSCOPE FEATURES PARIS
l to r Lamont Paris '96,
Allison Hightshoe Bescak '95,
Laura McBride ’96, Todd Bescak ’95
» W O O IN LAKELAND, FLORIDA
l to r, back row Bill Dewar ’98,
Brijin Boddy ’96 front row Tim
Cummings ’97, Travis Nieman ’98,
Sarah Robertson, Matt May, ’96s

ing active duty military members at a health
clinics here. We have a daughter, Olivia
Michelle (6), and a son, Elias James (17 mos.).
Are there any alums on or near Fort Hood? I’d
love to hear from you!”
Lisa McFadden McClatchy is living in
Columbus, “splitting my time between here
and Los Angeles with my husband, Kevin
McClatchy, and daughter, Eirann (5). Kevin
is an actor and writer. Together we recently
formed Carrickmacross Productions. We
finished a short film last month entitled On
Watch, about a young veteran who is suffer
ing from post-traumatic stress disorder.
Kevin and I also optioned our pilot script,
‘Borderline,’ which follows Border Patrol
agents along the El Paso/Juarez border. I’m
still working as a publishing consultant and
am now the author of seven Eloise Readyto-Read books for ages 3-6 (www.simonsayskids.com).
“Folks can reach me via Liske@aol.com.
For news on Kevin and Carrickmacross
productions, go to www.mcclatchyact.com.
Kathleen Smythe writes, “We have been
in Cincinnati for nine years. I still teach
African history at Xavier U and couldn’t be
more pleased with my job. I find the Jesuit
approach to education a great fit. I have a
supportive department and have had some
great opportunities, including the chance to
take nine students to Kumasi, Ghana, for a
semester last spring.
“My husband, John Fanselow ’87, quit
his job as a pilot at Mesaba Airlines last
February to be home more and is working as
a project coordinator for Green Energy
Ohio. Our son, Colin (10), and daughter,
Cora (6), love getting together with Mom
and D ad’s friends from Wooster every
Thanksgiving. In fact, Colin has already
decided that Wooster is the only college for
him, as it will guarantee his ability to
continue to attend these gatherings!”
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1989
B eth K a m p m e ie r P a lm e r
1980 N orthwest Blvd., Columbus, O H 43212
(614) 985-2276, evkamp@hotmail.com

Turning 40 this year? Already 40? (gulp)
Your classmates are thriving, clearly.
Sarah Porter Marton, semarton@aol.com,
is a stay-at-home mom taking care of Olivia
(3) and Cooper (1) in Chicago. She taught
Spanish for four years in the public schools;
her husband, Matt, is a photographer.
In Reading, Mass, (near Boston), Cary and
Kathy Baldwin ’88 McConnell have two kids,
Charlie (10) and Annie (3). Cary works for
Suffolk U as the associate director of athletics
and head baseball coach. Kathy works for
Comcast as the senior manager of marketing
communication for the northern division.
They spend much of their time running
between hockey rinks in the winter and base
ball fields in the summer.
Joshua and Catherine Allen 90 Bauroth
are the parents of Anastasia (3). Joshua works
at Rochester Institute ofTechnology in New
York as a First-Year Enrichment instructor (in
the classroom and as a one-to-one perform
ance coach). He also presides over their neigh
borhood association. “My main commitment,
of course, is to Cath and Anastasia. We have a
lot of fun together.. .Would love to hear from
old friends and will do my best not to be a
slacker in responding (sorry, Jay...)! Send me
e-mail, atjpbauroth@yahoo.com.”
Continuing to exercise her entrepreneur
ial spirit in Ithaca, N.Y., Amy Biddle started
a new Internet project at sitesoho.com, a
small business marketing solution to support
small-town business growth. She also teaches
classes on the subject. Amy and her partner,
Janis, live in their “dream house—it’s like a
retreat! A 1950s cape-style house in the
woods on a dead end road,” surrounded by
wildlife, she says.
Julie Gillmor Horne lives in Lincoln,

Nebr., and stays in touch with Jessica
Skolnikoff and Kate Vierow Logsdon—
they’ll celebrate their 40th birthdays together.
Julie and husband Kevin have two daughters,
Lucy (9) and Natalie (7), and she recently
started a new job as executive director of
Mourning Hope, a grief center for children
who have lost a loved one or have a loved one
with a serious illness.
Kate Logsdon is also looking forward to
that birthday trip with Julie and Jessica! Kate
married Kevin Logsdon 88 in 1989, and they
live in Hilliard, Ohio, with their boys, Chris
(13) and Zach (11). Kate has worked at Fifth
Third Bank since 1989 and is currently sales
development manager, hating recently gone
full-time. “Boy, is that an adjustment!” she
says. Kevin is the boys varsity basketball coach
and teaches social studies at Hilliard Davidson
High School.
The last three years have seen Kim Chase
Derr working at the U.S. Joint Forces Com
mand, establishing program management and
budget offices for the U.S. Secretary of
Defense’s Training Transformation and Infor
mation Operations programs. Her amicable
divorce was finalized last summer, and she
maintains close relationships with her two
college-age stepsons. Kim is active in leader
ship roles and in the music program at her
Episcopal church.
Last summer, Karen Hyers visited Ruth
Durkee ’87 in upstate New York, and Beth
Carl joined them from Vermont for a day.
Karen teaches high school math in a
suburb of St. Paul, M inn. Last June she
read AP calculus exams and enjoyed work
ing with Charles Hampton and James
Hartm an of Wooster’s math department.
She also speaks at national and state math
teacher conferences on NCLB testing and
classroom best practices. Karen sings with
her church choir and loves to travel with
her husband, Jon.

Michael Kirshner co-founded the Mari
juana Policy Project (marijuanapolicy.org) in
1995 and remained on staff there until
2004. H e’s currently enjoying a vacation
from professional activism, while busy in
the graphic design and printing services
department at Washington U. Michael lives
in Silver Spring, M d., with his partner,
Topher Bellavia, who does improvisational
comedy in the area.
I (Beth) am thrilled to report a job
change. I had been doing research and
editorial work for a Catholic seminary here
in Columbus, but the solitary nature of the
work drained me, as did working outside of
my own faith tradition. I’m now coordinat
ing adult spiritual formation and doing
other ministry tasks for Hilliard United
Methodist Church, while also doing some
freelance developmental editing for a
Protestant publishing house. Life is good as
I enter my 40s. Hope it is for you, too!

1990
Shireen Behzadi Hollingsworth

1992
Kathleen Quinn
241 Johns H illR d., Highland Heights, K Y 41076
KQuinn92@alumnimail.wooster.edu

Allen Lincoln lives in “lovely Fort Myers,
Fla.,” which, he says, is unofficially the patron
vacation town for Canada and Maine. H e’s
there with his wife, Sheila (they met in
Atlanta nine years ago and bonded over being
“transplanted Northerners”). They have two
boys, Gabriel (7), and Eliot (5). Allen is a
chaplain with Hope Hospice, where he helps
terminally ill people live their final months to
the fullest, spiritually. Sheila is a nurse practi
tioner, gladly working in a general practice
after years of specializing with HIV positive
and Veteran’s Administration patients. Friends,
take note, “We have a guest room—just call a
couple of weeks in advance!” Allen’s e-mail is
gracemakers@aol.com.

1993
Charlie Gall
1030 Larkin St., Apt. 12, San Francisco, CA 94109
charlesgall@hotmail.com

897 Bonnie Brae Ln., Bolingbrook, IL 60440-1130

Kim Walter Remley

Stephanie Zachary

21 Woodbridge Road, North Andover, M A 08145
kim andstevel @Comcast, net

3411 Brookdale A ve., Cleveland, O H 44134-2226

Daniel Radvansky
NEW ! 723 Garrett Dr., Columbus, O H 43214
•wooster90@funiaz.com

1991
Don Campbell
2316 20th St. NW, A pt. 1, Washington, D C
20009-1412, doakcampbell@gmail.com

Katie Jones McClelland
1101 Cape Ct., Sykesville, M D 21784
katievjones@aim. com

Thomas M. White would love to hear
from classmates, “especially Kelly McKeon,
Dave Whitney, and Mike Jackson. E-mail
him at Whitet@stifel.com.
Glenn Sanford spoke in February as part
of Sam Houston State U ’s Physics Collo
quium. A professor of philosophy, Glenn
discussed “Science Ethics and Misconduct
in Research.” He earned a Ph.D. from Duke
U. His dissertation was entitled, “Explaining
Evolution: Genes, Culture, Environment,
and Mechanisms.”
On Mar. 24 Jeff and and Robin Cordell
Sommers, brdrweasel@cogeco.ca, welcomed
twin daughters, Hayley Therese and Sydney
Helen. The girls arrived 13 weeks ahead of
schedule (“early admission candidates?”)
and were not yet home from the hospital in
early May. Robin writes, “Big brother
Owen is thrilled. W e’ll see how he feels
once they’re home!”

“The last six years have been quite an
adventure, “reports Irina Boris Khanin,
jmfibk@earthlink.net. “I decided to go back to
school at the ripe old age of 31 and graduated
from the U of Virginia Law School in 2004.
By the time I was preparing to take the
Virginia bar exam, I had a daughter Lia (then
6 mos.). My husband and I are still trying to
figure out which one of us convinced the other
that it wouldn’t be a big deal to finish school
with a newborn and take the bar a couple of
months later. (I passed, but don’t try this at
home.) I work two days a week at a general
practice firm in town and enjoy spending the
rest of my time with my daughter (now 3) and
my husband. We’re planning a month-long
trip to Russia to show Lia where I grew up.”

1994
Sara Kerewich-Taylor
60 Bayside A ve., Oyster Bay, N Y 11771
Sktaylor@optonline. net

Jessica Amburgey-Ryan
32443 Briarwood Dr., North Ridgeville, O H 44039
Ryanjs@hotmail.com

Stephen S. Nichols
341 Stevens A ve., Wooster, O H 44691
Nichols_145@yahoo.com

James Weaver says that he founded a new
company with alumni housing program room
mates (Men of Harambee) and brethren from
C.O.W. It’s called M.O.H. Holdings LLC.

The company’s charter is “to build equity in
real estate through development, rehabilita
tion, and property management in the
commercial and residential markets.” Find out
more atjgweaver@sbcglobal.net.

1995
Bradley “Brad”Dixon
8269 Mellon Dr., Cincinnati, O H 45242
ppageno @aol. com

Sara Seidel says that she and her husband,
Ted Nemeth, had a little girl, Marley
Macallister, on Jan. 24. Sara writes, “Marley is
neither named after Scrooge’s business partner
nor Bob Marley, though coincidentally, we do
have a dog named Bob...” She says that she
and her family are doing well in Worthington,
Ohio. Reach her at sara@seidelnemeth.com.
Michael Gisinger says he’s back in
Wooster, “working on a two-year contract in
document control with Marathon Petroleum
to meet the American Chemistry Council’s
responsible care guidelines.” Find him at
digitalmsg@gmail.com or homepage.mac.com/
wholemikl.
That’s all the news that’s fit to print. Keep
those letters coming; my (Brad’s) e-mail inbox
is lonely.

1996
Michelle Perrigo
1432 Cherokee St., Kalamazoo, M l 49006
meesch@stratos.net

Emilie McLarnan
826 Orchard A ve., Moscow, I D 83843
emmclarnan @yahoo. com

Nick Donatelli got married in April in the
Caribbean. Send congratulations to him at
dinond2 l@yahoo.com.
Kaleidoscope Magazine selected Lamont
Paris as one of its 40-40 group for 2007 (see
photo, p. 54). Kaleidoscope highlights African
American achievement and celebrates diversity
in northeastern Ohio. Its 40-40 group repre
sent individuals age 40 and under whose
talent, contributions, potential, and success
make them community role models. Lamont
is assistant men’s basketball coach at the U of
Akron.
Another ’96er was in the news lately. Hao
Cheng, assistant curator of Chinese art at
Boston’s Museum of Fine Arts, organized his
first show there, focusing on the work of the
art collection of Wan-go Weng. The exhibit,
on view through Aug. 7, is called “Through
Six Generations: The Weng Collection of
Chinese Painting and Calligraphy.” It displays
several items to the public for the first time,
some of which were collected by Weng’s greatgreat-grandfather.
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WEDDING OF ANN WHETZEL &
DEREK NEVAR, ’0 3 s , JUNE 2 3 , 2 0 0 6
l to r, back row Michael DePuy, Chris
Olson, Chris Freeman, Megan Klene,
Heather Larsen Englander, Emily Hines,
Sarah Trafford, ’03s, Anne Krawiec '06
third row Caitlin Tobey, Alyssa Parchem,
Krista Klocke, '03s second row Cori Philips
’02, Kacey Tullis, Laura Monroe, Katie
Obernyer, Nate Weakland, '03s, Fred
Nevar ’74 front row Dan Roberts, Julie
Lloyd, ’03s, Travis Clark '02, bride, groom

I (Emilie) am still adjusting to life in
northern Idaho. The scenery is beautiful, and I
have a very nice guest room!
Sarah Day and her husband, Kelly
Dunston, welcomed Finn Alan on Feb. 19 in
Kamuela, Hawaii. The family is doing well.
In March Heather Mroczkowski and
Nadir Khan ’98 had a boy, Arien. Aditya
“A D ” Rege has been appointed as Arien’s
godfather and appears to be doing a good job.

questions about my greasel (see p. 57) or want
to do a conversion of your own, contact me at
malcolmtmeyer@gmail.com.
Dori Merrill married Tegan Campbell in
June 2006. Attending were Andrea ShreveNeiger, Brandi Baylock, Colleen Ryan,
Jennifer Jameson Snow ’89, Jesse Buell, and
Stephanie Blake ’97. “After traveling to Belize
and China, we’ve settled in southern
California,” Dori writes. “We’d love to hear
from other Wooster grads based in California
or elsewhere, at dorimcampbell@yahoo.com.

1997
Suzanne M . Fletcher
NEW ! 600 Broadway Ave. N W #108
Grand Rapids , M I 49504
siouxfletch @yahoo. com

Eric Scott, eslimited@gmail.com, is still in
NYC, where he teaches and performs improv
and sketch comedy at the Upright Citizens
Brigade Theatre. Last June he became the
head writer for “Starveillance,” a claymation
celebrity sketch show that debuted on the E!
Network in January. Eric also writes and
develops shows for Comedy Central and
Nickelodeon.

1998
Terrence Heubert
618 F St. N E, #9, Washington, D C 20002-5250

Sally Thelen
woosterclassofl998@yahoo.com

Malcolm Todd Meyer is moving from
Athens, Ohio, with his friend, Megan Fallon,
to the Pittsburgh, Pa., area. Malcolm earned
an M.A. in international development from
Ohio U in June. He says, “If you have any
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in the area, dwalkenhorstl@yahoo.com.”
Jennifer Buckley married Jason Deibel (see
photo, p. 51).
I (Debbie) survived my 30th birthday this
spring (as many of you have and will this year!)
and was surprised with a scrapbook of my first
30 years, compiled by friends and family. It
features a lot of Wooster memories, including
I.S. Monday and all of the fun leading up to it.
Share your memories and updates with us!

2000
Maura Finn

1999

1035 Washington A ve., A pt. 2J, Brooklyn, N Y
11225, maurafinnl2@hotmail.com

1111 Churchill Rd., Lyndhurst, O H 44124
Woosterl999@aol.com

Julie Buss says, “Hi,” and sends the follow
ing, “I’m living between D.C. and Baltimore at
the moment but will finish a Master of Public
Health degree in international child health at
Johns Hopkins U in mid-May. I plan to stay
on for a bit as a consultant with the communi
cations team of PneumoADIP, a pneumococ
cal disease surveillance and vaccine policy and
advocacy organization based at Hopkins. The
group works to bring lifesaving pneumococcal
vaccines to children in developing countries.
I’ll also be working as a freelance Italian trans
lator from Paris this summer to polish (ok,
relearn) my French and find a creperie in
which to lurk. Skype me at juliebusstopping or
e-mail jkbuss@hotmail.com.”

Deborah Krudwig Gutowski

Timeka Rashid, trashid@cscc.edu, says,
“I’m happy to report that I have a new posi
tion as director of student activities and athlet
ics at Columbus State Community College.
On a much less exciting note, I m still plug
ging away at a Ph.D. in higher education
administration at Ohio U. Hope to have some
good news to report by our 10th reunion! As
class co-president, I’d love to hear from
anyone—thoughts, suggestions—e-mail me!”
Dave Walkenhorst sends along this
update: “In Feb. 2005, Julie Morrison ’98
Walkenhorst and I moved to the Columbus,
Ohio, area. On Mar. 21,2006, we welcomed
our son, John Walter, into the world. Julie is
staying home to care for Jack. For nine
months, I’ve worked as a pilot, flying passen
ger charters in a Learjet 31A (an eight-passen
ger business jet). Our schedules are sometimes
hectic, but drop us a line if you’re going to be

2001
Joy Bishop Love
P. O. Box 566, Westfield Center, O H 44251
joybishop22@hotmail.com

Charles Laube, laubecn@hotmail.com,
says, “Hello, all. I currently live and work in
the high peaks of the Adirondack Mountains.
During the week, I work and teach at Paul
Smith’s College. On winter weekends, I’m a
ski instructor at Whiteface Mountain. If you’re
in the area, drop me line.”
After five years in Ohio, Dan Shortridge
and Stefine Pitzer ’02 have moved to Dan’s
home state, Delaware. Dan writes, “A few
snow flurries make milk and bread vanish
from the stores here, and a quarter-inch of
slush cancels school.” Dan works as a copy
editor at The News journal in Wilmington.
H e’s enjoying being back near his family and
gallavanting around parks and playgrounds
with their daughter, Hadassah “Dassi.” They
can be reached at danshortridge@hotmail.com.
Alex Reed, s.alexander.reed@gmail.com,
reports, “In addition to marrying Meredith
Collins ’04 in May 2006 (see photo, p. 38), I
accepted a tenure-track position as assistant
professor of music at the U of Florida. We’ll
move to Gainesville before this goes to press!
Any Wooster folks there, drop me a line.”
Talley Clyde married Ben Chalot ’98 last
summer (see photo, p. 58).

2002
Maren L. M ille r
326 Piney Creek Dr., Blacklick, O H 43004
marenlmiller@netscape.net

Jerome Michael Hall earned an M.S. in
geology at Ohio State U last June. He works
for Google/WorkforceLogic in Ann Arbor,
Mich., where he lives with his wife, Sarah
Rilling-Hall.
Andrew Bonito is beginning a master’s of
management in hospitality program at Cornell
U. “It’s a type of M.B.A. for the restaurant/
hotel industry,” he writes. “It’s also the top
program of its kind in the U.S. My goal is to
complete the master’s, return to NYC, and
start opening restaurants.”
Holly Laufinan writes, “I just started a
new job in Wilmington, N.C. Living on the
beach is the best! I’m excited about this new
chapter in my career and life.”
Mary Sabo graduated from a four-year
master’s program at the Pacific College of
Oriental Medicine in Chicago, as a licensed
acupuncturist and herbalist. “I currently live in
Bucktown,”’ she writes, “but will practice in
Old Town.’Would love to hear from anyone,
at sabomk@excite.com.”
Kristin Chapin Pugh writes, “I may not
bave followed the tradition of my parents and
grandparents by meeting my future spouse at
Woo, but the man I fell in love with and
married, Charles Pugh, happens to be the son
° f two alums!” (See photo, p. 44.)

Saving

the

Planet-With

Grease?

by Malcolm Todd Meyer ’98
Talking with a car salesman near my home in Athens, Ohio, I mentioned that my 1981
diesel VW truck runs on vegetable oil. He said that, back in the 1980s, he sold hundreds of
diesel Datsun pickup trucks—-smaller
than most modern sedans—usually to
folks who commuted the 90 miles
roundtrip to Columbus. These vehicles
got about 40 miles per gallon—and this
was 25 years ago. After Datsun stopped
production, this salesman bought as many
of these trucks as he could find and
sold them in one month.
W hen I had the chance to buy a
diesel pickup, I eagerly paid out the $700,
with no reservations. Looking back, I
might have hesitated a bit. My tiny, pale
green truck had two big drawbacks
high mileage and lots and lots of rust.
After replacing a few minor parts
battery, starter, alternator—I was ready to
convert my pickup to run on waste oil,
recycled from the local cooperative restaurant. Rudolf Diesel invented this type of engine to
run on straight or waste vegetable oil (SVO/ WVO), so the idea is nothing new. My home
made conversion kit only cost $300.
The process is straightforward. Dismantle the fuel and coolant lines, add a separate fuel
tank, run coolant through it to heat the thick veggie oil, and install a separate fuel filter and
a fuel selector switch. You’ll start the engine using diesel fuel, then, once it heats up, flip the
switch and run on veggie oil only.
Don’t forget to find a spot for the large barrel to hold the grease—and you’re ready to
run around smelling like French fries.
W hy power your diesel car this way? For one thing, it’s usually free. Restaurants must
pay to dispose of their waste veggie oil, so most will give it away. (It does have to be filtered
before it can be used as fuel.) SVO/WVO emits less carbon monoxide and fewer particulate
emissions than diesel. Naysayers note that veggie oil is not the panacea for America’s addic
tion to oil—we’re still driving, after all, not walking or biking.
But who says there has to be only one answer?
It is unlikely that gas stations will have SVO on tap anytime soon, or ever. Conversions
will probably remain the projects of farmers, hippies, mechanics, bartenders, and whoever
else does not mind getting a little greasy.
Grease has taken me and my pickup 30,000 miles—to Maine and back and on countless
trips around Ohio, The Heart of It All. But the rust that I overlooked in my rush to save
the planet may mark the end for my little truck.
I’m now converting a mint 1983 Mercedes sedan. W ith less than 150,000 miles, this car
even has the original first aid kit behind the back seat. I hope it will run for another 150,000
miles, this time on straight vegetable oil.
Pass the ketchup, please.

2003
Hannah Russell
10 St. Charles PI., Brooklyn, N Y 11215-4109
hwr203@ nyu.edu

Kendra Heffelbower
3 1 2 7 11th St. NW, Washington, D C 20010
kheffelbower@yahoo.com

M arta Zaborowski Ukropina
2806 Highcrest Dr., Grapevine, T X 76051
mzabu2@gmail.com

Glenn Nowak, glenn.nowak@gmail.com,
has relocated to Tucson with his wife, Colleen
Janczak ’05. Glenn is in his second season as
an official scorer and assistant director of
media relations for the Tucson Sidewinders
(in the Diamondbacks’ organization). “It’s
amazing,” he says, “that all of the time I
wasted looking at baseball statistics as a
student actually turned into a career! I also
serve as the communications coordinator for
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WEDDING OF TALLY CLYDE ’01 & BEN CHALOT ’98, JULY 29, 20 06 .
l to R back ROW Don Rindell '74, Erika Chouinard Schoenberger '01, Mike Bubuder, Katie Walker
Neuendorf '01, George Neuendorf, Kate Daly ’01, David Yokley '00, Matt Englander ’02, Heather
Larsen Englander '03, Andrew W underley ’97 thirrd row Marcie Kasek ’01, Laura Long ’03, SaraBecca Smith ’99, Jessica Critchlow ’01, Jeff Hughes, Sara Michelson Hughes, ’97s, Stacy Ingraham
’00 Monica Brym Josh Baird, '98s, Carolyn Knox ’97, Charlotte Wahl (formerly Kauke), Matt Kacenga
’97 ’ Vince Dalchuk '98 2 nd row Kate Rogers, Amber Lewis, Corey Harkey Lascu, ’01 s, Kathie Williams
Clyde ’76 (Kauke) Billy Clyde ’73, Chrissy Getrich '97, Chemeli Kipkorir ’00, Chris Smedley '04, Jen
Urbanski Brunick '98, Roni Rea Dalchuk ’97 front row Christopher Clyde, bride, groom, Kip Kelly '97,
Dan Parker '98, Katie Pease Manghillis ’00, Sophie Brym 05

the non-profit nature preserve, Tohono Chul
Park. Drop me a line if you’re in the desert,
glenn.nowak@gmail.com.”
Hilary Koppenhaver took a risk recently,
according to the Bradenton Herald. She quit
her human services job and a part-time post
as a YMCA swim coach in Pennsylvania and
drove to Bradenton, Fla.—before getting the
final OK on a job possibility. It came through,
and Hilary now is the aquatic director at the
Lakewood Ranch YMCA. She coaches
swimming full-time, makes sure programs run
smoothly, and takes on new projects, such as
enhancing the water aerobics program and
youth and adult swim teams. She enjoys the
position and the “gorgeous” surroundings.

2004
Sarah Siebert
NEW! 1673 M ars Ave. #4
Lakewood, O H 44107, sarahksiebert@yahoo.com

We mistakenly identified Caidin Lustic
in the last issue (p. 51, caption) as Caidin
Wicker. Jim Wicker ’02 says, “We’re friends—
but we’re not married!” Our apologies.
David Merriman ’05 and Jackie Zagrans
tied the knot on Oct. 7, 2006, in McGaw
Chapel, with the Rev. Linda MorganClement (campus ministries) as the celebrant
(see photo, p. 53). A mini-reception was held
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under the Kauke Arch before going to the
Shisler Center at the OARDC for the
reception. Wooster Inn’s Ken Bogucki was
responsible for the catering and coordinating
plans for this fantastic weekend. Woo
friends and family, even President Hales,
shared in the fun.
)
Friends gathered in the nation’s capital last
December to send Erin Skinner off to to
Africa for a year-long program with World
Teach (see photo, p. 37). Erin went to live in
the village of Odibo, Namibia, to teach geog
raphy and computer sciences to secondary
school-age students
According to a press release, SRA/
McGraw-Hill has appointed Mark Merz as
product manager for its Direct Instruction
programs, a leading instructional method for
reading, language, spelling, and math.
Popular programs include Corrective
Reading and Reading Mastery. Mark is
responsible for promoting and marketing
the product line to schools throughout the
U.S. He previously was an assistant editor
for Reading Mastery.

In December Anne Kissling earned an
M.S. in photography at the S. I. Newhouse
School of Public Communications of
Syracuse U. Send e-mail to
annie.kissling@gmail.com, or check her Web
site, www.anniekissling.com.
Last June Naveed Ahmad ’04 and
Brittany Wellner were studying for master’s
degrees in London and graciously allowed
time for a couple of visitors (see photo, p. 46).
Both now have their degrees, and each
received honors!

2006
Margaux Day
1301 Woodshire SE, Grand Rapids, M I 49506
margaux.day@gmail.com

2007
NEW! Jen Culver
531 Douglas St., Akron, O H 44307
jengav23@aol.com

NEW! Beth Greive
809 Valley Dr., Amherst, O H 44001

2005
Elizabeth Peebles
7914 Central Park Cir., Alexandria, VA 22309
egpeebles@aol. com

Welcome to the world of Woo alumni,
’07s! Our class president is Joy Bronson and
the secretaries are listed above. Send them
news for this column! This is our space, to use
to keep track of each other.

B irth s & A d o p tio n s
’01 To Jeffrey & Sarah Guciardo, a daugh
ter, Martha Ann, Jan. 11,2007
’01 To Stacey 8c Stephanie Nash Smith,
twin daughters, Ella Louise and Grace Marie,
Dec. 15,2006
’00 To Kevin &Erin Gertz Bille, a son,
Camden James, Mar. 11, 2007
’98 To Aaron 8c Katherine Crossed
Schnittman, a son, Maximilian “Max” Kolbe,
Aug. 14, 2006
’97 To Jeff 8c Kristin Dobbs Parent, a son,
Andrew Jeffrey, Mar. 19, 2007, joining brother
Daniel (2 1/2)
’96 To Robert 8c Dorie Buchman Hord, a
son, Nathaniel, Apr. 12, 2007, joining brother
Theodore
’95 To Sean & Larisa Fricsons Kirgan, a
son, Charles Jacob, Dec. 26, 2006, joining
sister Alexis Maija (2)
’95 To Walter H. 8c Sarah Jane Slezak
Wallace, a son, John Robert, Jan. 22, 2007,
joining sister Anna Jane (3)
’94 To Drew & Marcy Hunt-Morse, a
son, Zakary Robert, Feb. 16, 2007
’93 To John 8c Wendy Grady Barker, a
daughter, Jordan Alexandra, Mar. 24, 2007,
joining brother Andrew Nathaniel (2)
’92 To Geoff 8c Kim Douglass Marin, a
son, Jackson Gerald, Feb. 11, 2007
’91 To Joel 8c Marcy Foltz Geiger, a
daughter, Mollie Gayle, June 27, 2006, joining
sister Julia and brother Michael
’91 To John 8c Darlene Henze Wisniewski,
a daughter, Kristina Sue, April 9, 2007, joining
sister Victoria (2)

W e ’ve M o v e d
’00 Bob Sweet, to 31908 Pondside Dr.,
Avon Lake, O H 44012
’91 Khalid Sherdil, to 542 W. 112th St.
Apt. 5N, New York, NY 10025
’85 Kevin H. Harris, to 433 Central Ave.
#2, Harrison, NJ 07029

I n M e m o ria m : A lu m n i
x’84James D. Madick, Jr., Akron, Ohio,
Aug. 26,2003, unexpectedly. Honored by the
American Legion as a top citizen in Northeast
Ohio while in high school, he worked for
SBD Ameritech. Jim belonged to Northamp
ton Baptist Church. He loved to fish and hunt
and was an accomplished trumpet player. His
mother, Shirley, and father, Jim Sr., survive.
’82 Roberta “Bobbie” Ackerman Walmer,
Wooster, Jan. 8,2007. She majored in psychol
ogy and worked as a career counselor at the
College, the U of the South, Ohio Northern

U, and Terra Community College. Bobbie was
an active member of Trinity United Church of
Christ, volunteered with the American Cancer
Society, and tutored at Gault Learning Center.
Four children, eight grandchildren, a great
grandchild, and a sister survive. A brother died
previously.
M A.T. ’73 Gerald L. Eley, Wooster, Jan.
2,2007. W ith a B.S. from the U of Idaho
(1956), he taught for 38 years in the Southeast
Local Schools and was a supervisor for Nick
Amster Workshop. He belonged to First
Church of Christ Scientist and Parent to
Parent and volunteered for People to People.
His wife, Dee Ann Campbell Eley, and two
children survive. A son and a sister died previously.
’64 Mary Coffman Tilton, Bloomington,
Ind., Dec. 20, 2006. A music major, she
accompanied the Concert Choir and M en’s
Glee Club at Wooster. Mary earned an
M.Mus. from Yale U (1966). After moving
to Indiana in 1970, she studied harpsichord
with Anthony Newman and Elisabeth
Wright. In 1987 she won the audience prize
in a Michigan harpsichord competition.
Mary earned a D.Mus. in early music from
Indiana U (1995). She taught harpsichord in
the pre-college program of the Early Music
Institute at IU and gave private piano lessons.
Mary promoted the growth and prestige of
the Early Music Festival, presiding over the
board of Early Music Associates and encouraging young musicians in the field. She was
executive director of the Patten Foundation at
IU, bringing distinguished speakers to campus.
A member of the Trinity Episcopal Church,
Mary sang in the choir, served on the vestry,
and organized recitals. Other community serv
ice included volunteering with Habitat for
Humanity and the Bloomington Community
Foundation. Two children and a sister survive.
’63, ’94 Jeanne Robinson Noble, Jeromesville, Ohio, Dec. 31, 2006. Jeanne had a
passion for the arts. She completed a degree
in theater in 1963. One of her fondest college
memories was playing the leading role in The
Glass Menagerie. She also prided herself as a
founding member of the Arena Fair summer
performances held at the Wayne County
Fairgrounds. Jeanne later returned to the
College, earning a degree in studio art and
winning honors on I.S. She enjoyed writing
poetry and short stories, many of which
expressed her wonderfully unique sense of
humor. In 2006 she completed a book manu
script, “Gloria H ost’s Book of Wisdom with
Other Writings.” Jeanne studied as a disciple
of the Temple of Kriya Yoga (Chicago) and

enjoyed traveling to sacred locales such as
Serpent Mound, Crater Lake, and The
Grand Canyon. H er husband, Clyde R.
Jones, survives, in addition to two sons,
including Robinson Noble ’71, two grand
children, and a sister.
x’60 Kenneth R. Magnell, Mt. Pleasant,
Mich., Feb. 4,2006. He graduated from Wayne
State U (1966) and earned a Ph.D. from the U
of Minnesota (1970). Kenneth was a retired
professor of chemistry at Central Michigan U.
He belonged to Immanuel Lutheran Church
and the Watershed Conservancy and enthusias
tically supported Meals on Wheels. Surviving
are his wife of 15 years, Ruth Folkert Magnell,
five children and their families, and a sister.
x’60 Ronald H. Marks, Orlando, Fla., May
31, 2006. He graduated from Northwestern U
and worked in advertising. Ron belonged to
the Southwest Orlando Jewish Congregation.
Surviving are his wife, Marilyn, several chil
dren and grandchildren, and a brother.
’60 Margaret Mason Strub, Ashland,
Ohio, Nov. 23,2006, unexpectedly. She
majored in art and taught elementary school in
Lakewood, Ohio, and Ashland. After her
father’s death in 1969, Margaret became the
owner of the Mason-Strub Insurance Agency,
a long-time family business. In the 1990s, she
established a gift shop in Ashland. Margaret
belonged to First Presbyterian Church of
Ashland, where she was a deacon. She also
served several other organizations. Her
husband of 42 years, David, survives, in addi
tion to a brother, Josiah Mason ’57, and nieces
and nephews.
’58 Stuart W. May, Traverse City, Mich.,
Sept. 28, 2006. He belonged to Fifth Section
and majored in physical education. Stu earned
an M.A. from the U of Michigan (1960). For
26 of his 30 years in education, he taught
history and was head football coach at
Ludington High School. He enjoyed traveling
in his RV and teaching and ministering to
nursing home residents. His wife, Peg Bell
May, mother, Ethel, two sons, two stepsons,
and six grandchildren survive.
’57 Lois Hoffman Claspy, Cleveland,
Ohio, Dec. 18, 2006. Lois’s best Wooster
memories included choir, Echoes, and Robert
Shaw directing Brahms’ Requiem. The English
major graduated Phi Beta Kappa and married
childhood friend Paul Claspy in Sept. 1957.
Lois earned an M.L.S. at Western Reserve U
(1958). She worked at the Worthington Public
Library and the Riemenschneider Bach
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Institute at Baldwin-Wallace College. Lois
retired after 20 years at the Middleburg
Heights branch of the Cuyahoga County
Public Library system. She served as a deacon
and played in the hand bell choir at
Middleburg Heights Community Church.
Surviving are three children, including Jane
Claspy Nesmith ’84, and five grandchildren.
Paul died a month after his wife.
x’54 M. Jane Van Fleet Dungan, Perrysburg, Ohio, Oct. 26,2006. She majored in art.
Jane worked in library and secretarial posi
tions. She sang in Sweet Adelines and in the
choir of First Presbyterian Church, where she
was a long-time member. Jane also played the
piano and violin and enjoyed gardening and
needlework. Her husband of 52 years, John,
two children, a grandson, and a sister, Alice
Van Fleet Falls ’52, survive. A granddaughter
died previously.
x’54 Joan Read Imel, Aurora, Ohio, Nov.
27,2006. In 1952 she married David C. Imel
x’54. He died in 1996. Joan presided over the
womens board of the Boys and Girls Clubs of
Cleveland, a board that she served for about
20 years. Friends remember Joan’s warm sense
of humor. Surviving are three sons and their
families, and a sister.
x’54 Glen Richard Leyda, Overland Park,
Kans., formerly of Wooster, Oct. 27,2006. He
belonged to Eighth Section and sang in the
choir. An Army veteran, he worked in data
processing, retiring from Commerce Bank.
Survivors include his wife, Donna Erbland
Leyda x’54, two daughters, and their families.
A son died previously.
’50 Harry A. Mangold, Alexandria, Va.,
July 2,2006. A member of Fourth Section, he
graduated as a history major. He earned a
B.D. from McCormick Theological Seminary
(1953) and served the U.S. Navy for seven
years. Harry earned an M.D. from the U of
Cincinnati (1960) and returned to the Navy
(1964) as a pediatrician and allergist at the
National Naval Medical Center in Bethesda,
Md. Harry later practiced in allergy and
immunopathology in Alexandria until 2003.
His wife, Katharine Warren Mangold, died in
2001. A son survives.
x’50J. Ward Reid Jr., Marco Island, Fla.,
Nov. 28, 2006. He served in the medical corps
during W W II and graduated from the U of
Buffalo. Ward started his entrepreneurial
career by founding Reid’s Custard, predecessor
of Reid’s Drive-In. He later joined his father
in the family businesses, J. Ward Reid 8c Sons
and Reid Petroleum Corp., serving as president
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until his retirement. Ward was treasurer and an
elder at Second Presbyterian Church when he
lived in Lockport, N.Y. In retirement he
taught boating safety in the Coast Guard
Auxiliary Flotilla. Survivors include two sons,
two stepdaughters, and their families, and a
brother. Ward’s wife, Suzette Smeltz Reid, and
a grandson died previously.
x’49 Elizabeth Van Duzer Berg, Auburn,
N.Y., Nov. 11,2006. She belonged to Peanuts
at Wooster before entering the Traphagen
School of Fashion in Manhattan. Elizabeth
graduated first in her class. She married
Stanley Berg in 1949; he died in 1997.
Elizabeth taught elementary art in Auburn
(1962-85) and earned a degree in art educa
tion from Syracuse U. Surviving are two chil
dren and their families, and four sisters,
including Phyllis Van Duzer Burger ’44.
Another sister died soon after Elizabeth.
’49 Marilyn Parrott Frackelton, Westlake,
Ohio, Jan. 4, 2007. Marilyn died after suffer
ing a stroke while visiting the Caribbean island
of St. Martin. She majored in English and
worked in radio with WJW. Marilyn began
teaching fourth through sixth grades and the
children’s honors program in 1959 in Parma,
Ohio. She designed and implemented a sex
education curriculum, often fighting to main
tain the program. In the 1970s Marilyn was
the TV science teacher at Normandy High
School before she retired. Divorced from
Robert Wenger, Marilyn married James
Frackelton in 1978; they traveled to all seven
continents. James, a son, three stepsons, and
two grandchildren survive.
x’49 Donald Charles Weber, Lancaster,
Pa., Sept. 23,2005. He belonged to Third
Section at Wooster. Don earned a B.S. at
Upsala U, a B.D. at Bloomfield Theological
Seminary, and attended Union Seminary and
Harvard U. He married Helen Duguid x’49 in
1950. Don taught at Lafayette College and
served Presbyterian churches in eastern
Pennsylvania. Surviving are Helen, three
daughters, and five grandchildren.
’48 M. Joan Summers Crahen,
Mansfield, Ohio, Oct. 20, 2006. She majored
in psychology and biology, belonged to
Sphinx, and worked on the stage crew. Joan
married James Crahen in 1950. They lived in
Ashland for three years before setding in
Mansfield. Joan volunteered with Scouts and
the public library, belonged to AAIJW, and
taught Sunday school at First United
Methodist Church. She collected kerosene
lamps and enjoyed summer trips to Lakeside
with her family. James, three children, and

four grandchildren survive. Another grand
child died previously.
’48 Janet Johnson Murphey, Boiling
Springs, Pa., Jan. 7,2007. She sang with the
Women’s Chorus, performed in dramatic
productions, and belonged to Imps at the
College, where she majored in speech. Jan
taught high school in Burbank, Ohio, sixth
grade in Greenwich, Conn., and nursery
school at the Camp Hill Presbyterian Church.
She loved music and sang tenor in church and
community choral groups. Jan belonged to
P.E.O., the Susquehanna Sewing Guild, and
the Scottish Society. Her husband, William
’50, and daughter, Christine Murphey Poloni
’74, died in 2006; a brother also died previ
ously. Daughter Diane Murphey Land ’76 and
three grandchildren survive.
x’47 Esther Purdy Divney, Oskaloosa,
Kans., Dec. 19, 2005. She earned a B.S. in
education and an M.A. in psychology at Kent
State U (1948) and an Ed.D. from the U of
Northern Colorado (1976). Esther was a
professor of education at Peru State College in
Nebraska between 1975 and 1990, when she
retired. A son survives.
’46 Annabel Lee Onthank, Highland,
Calif., Feb. 25,2006. She majored in English.
Two sons, a daughter, and a grandson survive.
’45 Constance Pixler Slettebak,
Worthington, Ohio, Dec. 2,2006. Connie
participated in Spuds, the French Club, choir
and Girl’s Chorus. She enjoyed playing differ
ent organs while on tour with the chorus,
making friends at Korner Klub, and turning
pages for R. T. Gore (music). After spending
an extra year to earn a B.Mus. (1946), Connie
taught piano, organ, and music theory at the
Ohio Soldier and Sailor Orphans Home and
in her home and worked as secretary to Prof.
Gore. She married Arne Slettebak in 1949.
Connie was a founding member of the
Worthington Democratic Club, participated in
the local Human Rights Council and League
of Women Voters, and volunteered at the
Open Door Clinic. She earned an M.S.W.
from Ohio State U (1978) and was the first
oncology social worker at Grant Hospital.
Arne died in 1999. Two children, four grand
children, and a sister survive.
’44 Margaret V. Fineffock, Cleveland,
Ohio, Nov. 13,2006. Margaret majored in
English and served as a nurse cadet during
W W II. In 1946 she earned an R.N. and an
M.N. from the Frances Payne Bolton School
of Nursing at Western Reserve U. Margaret
worked as a head nurse at The Cleveland

Clinic until her retirement in 1988. Surviving
are two brothers, John ’39 and Paul ’46, and
several nephews and nieces, including Peter
70, Patricia Sherwood ’66, Susan Jacobs ’67,
Katherine ’06, and Corrine ’09. Brothers
Howard and Robert, ’36s, died previously.
’44 Ralph “Moose”A. Miller, Chagrin
Falls, Ohio, Nov. 8,2006. He belonged to
First Section, the Congressional Club, and the
Men’s Glee Club. Ralph served in the U.S.
Army during W W II, fighting in the Battle of
the Bulge. He returned to the College and
graduated with a political science major
(1946). Two years later, he completed a law
degree at Western Reserve U. A partner at
Gurney, Miller, and Mamone, Ralph was
honored by the Cleveland Bar Association in
1999 for 50 years in the law. He was still prac
ticing at the time of his death. He belonged to
First Unitarian Church of Cleveland, presided
over the Cleveland Academy of Trial Lawyers,
and was an officer in the Republican Club.
Friends recall his sense of humor and love of
history. Surviving are his wife of 60 years,
Marjorie Wilmer Miller ’46; three daughters,
including Patricia Miller Herklotz ’82; and two
grandchildren, including Jennifer Hogue ’99.
’44 David M.Talbot, Manlius, N.Y., Feb.
18, 2005. Dave enjoyed participating in theatre
at Wooster. In 1947 he earned a B.D. from
Kenyon College, married Elizabeth Axtell, and
was ordained as an Episcopal priest. Dave later
attended St. Augustine’s College in Kent,
England. He served in the Diocese of Ohio
until 1954, earning a Pastor of the Year award
before moving to central New York, where he
served the diocese and several churches. Dave
enjoyed theatre, music, and “breaking the cleri
cal stereotype.” He began a soup kitchen and a
shelter for “street kids” and volunteered with
an AIDS organization, among other service
activities. Three children, including Katherine
Talbot Wakefield 73, and a number of other
alumni relatives survive. Betty died previously.
’44 Rachel Shobert Taylor, Wooster, Jan.
8,2007. Rachel majored in music and
belonged to the Fortnightly Club and
Dominoes. She composed the music for the
1943 Gum Shoe Hop. Rachel married Ernest
Taylor in 1947. She taught piano at Maryville
College and Wooster and gave private lessons.
She belonged to the United Methodist
Church, taught Sunday school and played the
organ. Rachel also belonged to P.E.O. and
Wooster Noon Lions and volunteered for the
Salvation Army. She enjoyed tennis and horse
back riding. Ernest died previously, as did a
grandchild and two brothers. Surviving are
four children, including Martie Taylor Starr

71; 12 grandchildren, including Austin Taylor
’06, Mindy Maxwell ’95, and Mary Maxwell
Reynolds ’01; and two great-grandchildren.
’43 Gertrude Allen, Cleveland, Ohio, Oct.
3,2006. She majored in French and studied
business at Dyke College after graduation.
Gertrude worked for a construction company
until 1965 and then joined Cowles Chemical
Co. In 1972 she moved to Connecticut, where
she worked at Stauffer Chemical until retiring.
Gertrude then returned to Cleveland. She
belonged to Fairmount Presbyterian Church
and volunteered at Mt. Sinai Hospital. Nieces
and nephews survive. A sister, Katherine “Kay”
Allen Fleming x’46, died in June 2006.
x’43 Jean “Scotty” Coleman Gero
Bender, Hamilton, Mont., Dec. 3, 2006.
Jean married Doane “Bud” Gero ’41 in
1941. They lived in Ohio and California.
Jean volunteered at the Akron Children’s
Home, taught at nursery schools and at
MacLaren Hall in Los Angeles, and worked
for Goodwill. An active member of the
Nazarene church, she helped in the office
and taught Sunday school. Jim died in 1968.
In 1985 Jean married her brother-in-law,
James L. Bender ’41. (His first wife, Jean’s
sister, Mary Louise “Merle” Coleman
Bender x’41, died in 1981.) They lived in
Westlake, Ohio, from 1985 until 2002,
when they moved west. Jim survives, in
addition to seven children, two stepsons,
including Lee A. ’66, and their families. In
addition to Merle, another sister, Dorothy
Coleman Timanus ’44, died previously.
’43 Phoebe Houser Robertson Hunt,
Wooster, Nov. 23, 2006. An English major,
she participated in the Student Senate,
Women’s Athletic Association, YWCA, and
Education Club and presided over the
Women’s Self-government Association. She
taught school before joining Cleveland
College of Western Reserve University in the
registrar’s office. Phoebe married David
Robertson and moved to Springfield, then to
Terrace Park, Ohio. There she led the Girl
Scouts, belonged to the League of Women
Voters, and was the first woman on the
vestry of St. Thomas Episcopal Church.
Divorced in 1966, she married Hubert
H unt ’39 three years later and returned to
her native Wooster. Phoebe was active in
Wooster United Methodist Church, P.E.O.,
and Monday Club. She served as vice-presi
dent of the College’s Alumni Board, chaired
the Wooster Fund committee for the
Cincinnati area, and presided over the
Cincinnati Wooster Club. H u and a sister
died previously. Surviving are three children,

six grandchildren, a great-grandchild, and
four stepchildren and their families.
x’43 Mary Turner Ralston, Fountain Hills,
Ariz., Oct. 29, 2006. A Mansfield, Ohio, resi
dent until 1995, she worked for the Mansfield
Board of Education and as a sales clerk. Mary
also volunteered at church, enjoyed various
hobbies, and was an avid correspondent. Her
husband, Donald T. Ralston ’40, died in 2003.
Two children and their families survive.
x’43 Haines “Rike”V. Reichel, Naples,
Fla., Oct. 13, 2006. He graduated from Ohio
State U after serving in the Army Air Corps
during W W II. Haines married Elinor Harvey
in 1947 and worked with General Electric for
35 years. The couple lived in Grafton, Ohio,
before moving to Naples. Survivors include
Elinor and four children and their families.
’43 Jack D. Strang, Canton, Ohio, Oct. 22,
2006. He belonged to the Fortnighdy Music
and German Clubs, sang in the choir, and
graduated Phi Beta Kappa. W ith an M.S.
from the U of Akron (1956), Jack worked with
Goodyear Tire and Rubber Co. as a research
scientist. He belonged to the American
Chemical Society, Akron, for over 50 years
and held several offices at the Franklin Club of
Akron. Jack pursued music and astronomy as
hobbies, performing with the Tuesday Music
Club and building telescopes.
42 Clarence W. “Bill” Bailey, Tempe,
Ariz., Sep. 28,2006. Bill worked for NBC, the
United Press Office, and the International
News Service.
x’42 Richard J. Hull, Jacksonville, Fla.,
Feb. 16, 2006. A son survives.
’42 Barbara Hogg Matteson, Wilmington,
Del., Dec. 29, 2006. A music major, Barb was
active in Pyramids, Fortnightly Music Club,
Women’s Chorus, and choir. She married Bob
Matteson in 1943. Barb taught piano lessons
and served on the board of the Delaware
Association for Retarded Citizens. A member
of Hanover St. Presbyterian Church, Barb was
an elder and held other positions. She enjoyed
music, gardening, and swimming. Bob
survives, in addition to two daughters, 17
grandchildren, and 12 great-grandchildren. An
infant son died previously.
’42 Robert E. Montague, Adanta, Ga.,
May 1,2003. His wife, Jane, survives.
x’42 Kenneth L. Smith, Granbury, Tex.,
Dec. 23,2005. Ken majored in geology and
played Scot football before transferring to the
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U of Pittsburgh. He earned a B.S. in petro
leum engineering and geology. Ken married
Margaret Greene in 1940 and served in the
Air Force during W W II. The couple had
three sons. Ken worked as a geologist and
petroleum engineer for the Champlin Oil Co.
in Oklahoma and Ambassador Oil Corp., a
company he helped create in Ft. Worth, Tex.
In 1963 he was elected vice-president and
director of the Crown Central Corp. in
Houston. Six years later, the Smiths left to sail
in the Gulf of Mexico, settling in Pompano
Beach, Fla. They later moved to Granbury,
where Ken owned O 8c G Services.
’42 James R. Vitelli, Bowdoinham, Maine,
Dec. 3, 2006. At Wooster Jim enjoyed swim
ming and writing for The Voice. He majored in
chemistry. Jim and Alice “Tink” Carter ’43
especially enjoyed participating in Gum Shoe
Hop events on campus. They married in 1943,
and Jim served in the U.S. Navy during
W W II. He earned an M.A. (1948) and a
Ph.D. (1955) from the U of Pennsylvania. Jim
taught American civilization and English at
Lafayette College for 36 years, initiating and
chairing an interdisciplinary program. Under
his leadership, Lafayette became one of the
first private colleges to offer African American
and women’s studies courses. Jim wrote several
books, one on literary critic and historian Van
Wyck Brooks. Jim and Tink were regulars in
Lafayette dramatic productions. From 195658 Jim taught on a Fulbright fellowship in
Italy, and in 1964, sponsored by the U.S. State
Department, was a lecturer at the University of
Bombay, India. Surviving are five children,
including Karen ’66, five grandchildren, and a
great-grandchild. Tink died in 2002.
’41 Robert E. Yeakley, Hudson, Ohio,
Sept. 23, 2006. Bob belonged to Section
Three, played in the Wooster Symphony
Orchestra and Scot band, and majored in
chemistry. He earned an M.D. from Western
Reserve U. Bob served in the U.S. Army
medical corps (1954-56) and was Director of
the Department of Surgery at St. Thomas
Hospital in Akron, Ohio (1967-69) and chair
man of the Department of Surgery (1976-82).
Bob planned and developed the cancer
program at St. Thomas and served as team
doctor at Hudson High School for over 25
years. He retired in 1991. The Summa Board
ofTrustees honored him with the Physician
Recognition Award in 1991.
Bob taught at the Northeastern Ohio
Universities College of Medicine, among other
professional positions. He served as a deacon
at First Congregational Church of Hudson.
Bob’s wife, Lois Boop Yeakley ’42, died in
2005. Surviving are daughter Jean Yeakley
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Hejazi 70, son William R. 72, and five grand
children, including Shereen Hejazi ’96.
x’39 Carolyn Fretz Dean, Columbus, Ind.,
Aug. 14, 2006. Carolyn graduated from Kent
State U (1940) and married Prentice Dean the
next year. They moved to the D.C. area and
retired to Indiana in 1978. A deacon and elder,
Carolyn was active in several Presbyterian
churches, the last being Fairlawn Presbyterian.
Prentice and a son died previously. Two chil
dren and their families survive. Carolyn willed
her body to Indiana U Medical Center.
’39 Latimer Baker Neale, Reedley, Calif.,
Oct. 7, 2006. Hailing from New jersey,
Latimer and his identical twin, Herbert ’39,
lived in Warburton Hall, sang in the choir
and Morris Glee Club (Latimer was a tenor
soloist), belonged to Eighth Section, and
played intramural sports. An economics
major, Latimer felt called to Christian
ministry and graduated from Yale Divinity
School (B.D. 1943). He later did farther
graduate work at Union Theological
Seminary and the Child Study Association
of America, both in New York City. Latimer
served several United Methodist churches in
the New York area and worked for 12 years
as the executive secretary of the New York
Conference Board of Education. Latimer
also spent six years as a district superintend
ent, supervising the work of 75 United
Methodist churches. He always maintained
a clear appreciation of the important role
that Wooster played in his life.
Survivors include his wife of 63 years,
Cornelia Ford Neale, three sons, Philip ’67,
L. Ford ’69, and Gordon 76, and five
grandchildren, including Georgia Ford
Neale ’02.
’38 G. Geneva Steiner Liebesny, Concord,
Mass., Dec. 27,2005. She majored in sociol
ogy and attended Wooster Business College.
Geneva then taught business at Wooster
Business College and at the College and was a
research assistant for the Southeast Asia divi
sion of the O.S.S. during W W II. She married
Herbert J. Liebesny in 1941; they lived in
Arlington, Va., and had a son. Geneva
belonged to the Asia-American Forum for
many years. After Herbert died in 1985, she
moved to Massachusetts to be close to her son
and his family. A sister, Mary Steiner Mulder
’44, died previously.
x’38 Almeda Bicksler Mease, Pickford,
Mich., Oct. 6, 2006. She married the Rev.
Frank Mease in 1938 and served with him in
Midwest churches. Retirement took them to
other locations, including Ireland and Alaska,

as Frank filled interim posts. Almeda was
active in the Pickford Presbyterian Church
and chaplin of the Pickford Grange. Four chil
dren and their families survive. Frank and
three siblings died previously.
x’37John McCune Lawrence, Corvallis,
Ore., Sept. 18,2006. He completed a B.S. and
M.S. in engineering at the Carnegie Institute
of Technology. John married Iva Purvis in
1938 and earned a Ph.D. in chemistry at the
U of Pittsburgh (1943). He taught at Washing
ton State U for over 30 years. Surviving are
two sons and their families. Iva and a son died
previously.
x’37 M. Clifford Lantz, Goshen, Ind., July
16, 2006. Cliff married Mary Jane Lough in
1939. He earned a B.S. from Butler U’s Col
lege of Pharmacy (1941) and was a pharmacist
until he retired at age 70. Cliff gardened and
spent winters in Arizona. Mary Jane survives,
along with five children and their families.
’36 M. Isabelle Sproul Bear, Uhrichsville,
Ohio, Jan. 6, 2007. Isabelle belonged to
Classical Club and majored in Latin and
English. She earned an M.A. at Ohio State U
in 1943 and married Howard Bear in 1946.
Isabelle taught English, Latin, French, and
history and directed class plays for more than
30 years at area high schools and at the
Tuscarawas branch of Kent State U. She
retired in 1974. At one point Isabelle served
10 different organizations as well as the
Uhrichsville Methodist Church. She lived in
England for a time and traveled widely.
Isabelle was a lifetime member of the Dover
and the Tuscarawas County Historical
Societies and recently pursued genealogy.
Howard, a brother, and two sisters, including
Helen Sproul Halbeck ’42, died previously. A
brother, John B. Sproul x’44, survives.
’35 William J. Burger Jr., Weslaco, Tex.,
Dec. 18, 2006. Bill majored in philosophy and
played Scot baseball. He married Alice
Starkweather in 1935. Bill earned an M.Div.
(1938) at Yale Divinity School and pastored
Presbyterian churches in Vermont, Maine,
Massachusetts, and New Hampshire. He was
featured in The Rotarian, Time, and Presby
terian Life for his service to some 30,000 area
lumberjacks. Bill founded MATE (Mission at
the Eastward) to minister to rural residents of
Maine’s woods and was stated clerk of the
presbytery and synod. He served Wooster as
class secretary and was a long-time Mason and
Rotarian. Recendy, the Burgers spent the
winters in Weslaco and summered in Maine.
Bill spent his retirement traveling the world
with Alice. She survives, as do three sons,

including Douglas x’60 and William III x’63,
and their families.
’35 Vida Hurst Kerr, Portland, Ore.,
Nov. 11, 2006. Vida attended Chatham
College in Pittsburgh, Pa., before coming to
Wooster to major in English. She enjoyed
playing tennis and volleyball. Vida also
earned a B.S. from Carnegie Institute of
Technology (1936). She married Donald
Kerr in 1942 and helped run their business,
Turtle Creek Cement Products. A resident
of Murrysville, Pa., Vida was active in Meals
on Wheels and Third Presbyterian Church
for many years. Donald died in 1977. Two
sons and four grandchildren survive.
x’35 M. Maurice Mills Oxley, Robinson,
111., June 21, 2005. In 1934 she married Cecil
Oxley; they had two sons. Maurice loved
music and sang in her church choir. Cecil died
in 1985.
x’35 Nancy Simeral, Steubenville, Ohio,
Sept. 27, 2004. She graduated from Ohio U in
1951 and taught elementary students for many
years in the Indian Creek School District.
Nancy served the Bloomingdale Presbyterian
Church as an ordained elder.
’34 Margaret “Ricky” Ricksecker Baxter,
Venice, Fla., Nov. 14, 2006. She graduated Phi
Beta Kappa as a math major. Rickey married
Preston “Pete” Baxter in 1937; they moved to
Florida in 1978. She enjoyed golf, gardening,
and fishing in Canada in the summers. Her
husband died previously. Surviving are three
children, five grandchildren, and two great
grandchildren.
’34 Mary Rossiter Daume, Monroe,
Mich., Oct. 28, 2006. She majored in English
and earned a B.L.S. from Western Reserve U
in 1935. Mary married Karl Duame in 1936.
She was appointed county librarian in Monroe
County, Mich., in 1947. Mary worked to get
bookmobiles in the area, lobbied state officials
for library funding, and led the effort to merge
the county and city libraries. She retired as
director of the county system in 1976. Mary
chaired the county bicentennial committee and
helped found the Community Foundation of
Monroe County. Her husband died in 1996.
Two sons, two grandchildren, and a greatgranddaughter survive.
’34 Elizabeth Hunt Kleiner, Delaware,
Ohio, Aug. 23, 2006. An English major, she
earned certification as an R.N. from the U
of Michigan (1941). Elizabeth married
Stanley Kleiner in 1943 and worked with
him at their store, Kleiner’s, in Lancaster,

Calif. Elizabeth belonged to Lancaster
Presbyterian Church. After Stanley’s death
in 2002, she moved to Ohio.
’34 Marie Cummings Walklet, Naples,
Fla., Dec. 5, 2006. Marie grew up in Wooster
and enjoyed going to Scot football games and
Color Day as a child. She belonged to Peanuts
and filled in as a teacher of beginning Italian
as a senior. Marie married M. Don Walklet ’33
two weeks after graduating with a major in
Spanish and minor in Italian. They lived in
Akron for almost 40 years. After Don retired
in 1974, they relocated to Belleair Beach, Fla.,
where Don became the mayor. After the death
of their daughter, Gerrie ’63, in 1982, the
Walklets moved to Naples. Don died in 1990,
and Marie moved to a retirement community.
She enjoyed shelling on the beach, writing
poetry, and swimming. A son survives.
’30 Donald A. Eberly, Canton, Ohio, Sep.
14, 2006. Don majored in political science,
belonged to Fifth Section, and played in the
Scot band and Wooster Symphony Orchestra.
He earned an L.L.B. from Cleveland Law
School (1937). Don married Thelma Bowman
in 1941 before joining the U.S. Army’s
Counter Intelligence Corps. He served as a
special agent during WW II, participating in
the Battle of the Bulge and earning the Bronze
Star and French Jubilee Liberty Medal.
After the war, Don joined the Canton law
firm of Lesh, Casner, and Miller and worked
there until his retirement. He was a lifetime
member of First Christian Church of Canton,
where he served as a deacon and chair of the
board of trustees. Don was an honorary life
member of the Ohio State Bar Association,
past president of the Canton Gyro Club and
Edgefield Kiwanis Club, and a life member of
the Canton Student Loan Association, among
other activities. He traveled extensively. Thelma
and a sister died previously. Nieces and
nephews survive.
x’30 H. Merle Ritter, Wooster, Mar. 12,
2006, after a fall. A Wayne County native, he
married Viola Pinnick in 1928. Merle worked
at Baker’s Hatchery, the OARDC, and Borg
Warner, and retired from Wil-Burt of Orrville.
Viola died in 2001. Two children and their
families survive.
’29 Cecelia Beery Davies, Sebring, Ohio,
Nov. 20, 2006. She majored in Latin and
minored in French, participated in the Big
Sister program, and sang in the choir. In
1941 Cecelia earned an M.A. in French
from Western Reserve U. She taught high
school French and Latin for 10 years in
northeast Ohio before marrying Denis

Davies. The couple lived in the Cleveland
area before moving to Jeromesville, Ohio, in
retirement. They enjoyed world travel and
presented travelogues in their later years.
Cecelia held offices in local and regional
United Methodist Church women’s groups
and participated in several community activi
ties. Denis died in 1990. Cecelia soon moved
to Copeland Oaks in Sebring, where she was
president of the Residents’ Association. Four
children survive, in addition to eight grand
children and eight great-grandchildren.
Cecelia arranged to donate her body to the
Northeastern Ohio Universities College of
Medicine.
’29 Louise Palmer Worobrow, Wellsburg,
W.Va., Oct. 14, 2006, at age 99. A t the
College Louise enjoyed spending time with a
small group of women who became lifelong
friends. She earned an M.A. from Ohio State
U and taught high school on the OhioAVest
Virginia border for many years, retiring in
1969. Louise married Martin Worobrow in
1942; he was killed in 1944 when his plane
was shot down over Belgium. Louise was the
oldest member of First Presbyterian Church
of Wellsburg and a long-time member of the
Shakespeare Club, D.A.R., and Civic
League. She also read for the talking books
program. Twin sons survive.
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Theatre at Wooster: A few milestones
1884: A few stouthearted students try to launch a coeducational
dramatics club. The administration squelches the effort, deeming
the activity unsuitable for cleaning living youth.

1896: After faculty forbid graduating seniors from presenting their play,
students hold a mock funeral in the gym, in honor of their dead pro
duction. Programs are trimmed in black.

1909: The College’s first drama club presents

Mr. B o b at the City Opera

House, off campus.
1917: Guided by the creative hands of its one faculty member, Delbert
Lean, the Oratory Department becomes the Department of
Speech.

1920: Lean reads A

C h ristm a s C a ro l to the College community, begin
ning a tradition that would last for 50 years. In 2006, the tradition

was revived.

1930: Lean creates the Little Theatre, which launches its first play,

The

M ollusc, in the auditorium of Taylor Hall. Many productions contin

ue to be held in the old opera house, in downtown Wooster.
However, high rental rates, bats, and backstage rats prompt Lean
and Co. to search for better digs.

1936: College President Charles Wishart stars in Gilbert and Sullivan’s
The M ikado. His baritone, “My object all sublime, I shall achieve in
time. To make the punishment fit the crime! The punishment fit the

crime!” brings down the house.

1937: The new theatre at Taylor Hall, dubbed the Netta Strain Scott
Auditorium after its benefactor, opens with D e a r Brutus.

1944: Lean retires and William Craig '29 leads the department for the
next 27 years. Craig believes that all student actors must be willing

top

The Little Theatre in Taylor Hall

bottom

Freedlander Theatre, going up

PHOTOS The College of Wooster Libraries, Special Collections

and capable of taking a variety of roles, from bit players to leads.

1950: Thornton Wilder plays the role of the Stage Manager in O u r

Town ,

part of an ongoing series that Craig developed to bring theatre pro
fessionals to campus.
The Little Theater outgrows the Netta Scott Auditorium.
Insufficient seating space, no orchestra pit, little pitch to the floor,
impossible ventilation, and two bothersome posts plague audiences.

1971 : W. Stanley Schutz, professor of theatre, begins a summer course
for students, in which they are involved in all aspects of producing
a dinner theatre drama.

1975: The play St.

Joan, directed by speech prof. Win Logan, opens the

Speech Department’s new building, Freedlander Theatre, a gift of
the A. L. Freedlander, Kresge, and Timken Foundations and the
result of Logan’s tireless leadership.
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1982: Theatre breaks from the Speech Department and forms its own
department and major, reflecting a national trend. Dance joins
them a year later and becomes part of the production season. The
first department chair, Annetta Jefferson, from the English
Department, plunges into the task of developing a separate identity
for theatre.

1986-87 : Vincent Dowling, former artistic director of The Abbey Theatre,
Ireland’s national theatre, is appointed visiting faculty member.

2007: Through a significant curriculum revision, the Department of
Theatre is renamed the Department of Theatre and Dance.
A College of Wooster production, N o ctu rne , beats out 1,300
other productions in a nationwide competition to perform at the
Kennedy Center’s American College Theater Festival.

I

As we conclude the largest campaign in the College's history, we thank the
thousands of alumni, parents, and friends who made it an unqualified success.

Independent
Minds
the C a m p a i g n for W o os t e r
If we could, we’d put 14,000 people in this
picture. We’d never have done it without you!

Development and alumni relations staff: (L to r, back row) Moses Jones-Lewis, director of develop
ment; Alan Chewning, assistant director of development for young alumni; Eileen Fitzgerald,
director of research; Brad Cors, director of development; (Middle row) Ericka Vizzo, adm inis
trative assistant; Pam Stanley, support systems manager; Jess Armstrong, administrative coo r
dinator; Marge Tidball, executive assistant; Sara Patton, vice president for development; Phyllis
Miller, administrative coordinator; Barb Polen, alumni records; (Front row) Connie Weyer, devel
opment assistant; Rebecca Schmidt, director of stewardship; Melissa Klos, assistant director
of development; Sandy Eyre Nichols, director of alumni relations and The W ooster Fund;
Sharon Rice, assistant director of alumni relations; Tammy Bowman, alumni recorder assistant.
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A Q U A R T E R L Y MA GA Z I N E FOR A L U M N I &
F R I E N D S OF T H E C O L L E G E OF WOOS T E R

The College of Wooster | Ebert Art Center
1189 Beall Avenue | Wooster, OH 44691-2393

In C l o s i n g
MASKED

MAN AND
THE MOON

M A R T H A D O W E L L ’ 08
ARCADI A: U OF L ONDON, UK

Martha Dowell, Atchison, Kan., a junior English major,
was one of 142 students to participate In Wooster’s offcampus study program during 2 0 0 5 -0 6 . She studied at
the University of London, and captured this image during
a weekend trip to Barcelona.
"I visited La Pedrera, an apartment building designed
by Antoni Gaudi. A fter listening to a long, detailed audio
tour about his architecture in a dark attic, I emerged to

find a breathtaking view of both his sculpture and the
city of Barcelona. Gaudi’s roof is unlike any other. It has
hills, steps, and sculptures at every turn. Adding to the
beauty of the architecture was the gorgeous sunset.
Looking to the west was the setting sun, and to the east
was a striking view of the moon.
“I snapped this photograph while weaving in and out of the
sculptures and soaking up the last of the Spanish sunshine.”

